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2 I Louisiana now  

A Message From 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey

On the JOurney

spirit, not institutional priorities, in order to 

serve the mission.”

How can we introduce people to Christ in 

new and different ways? Our guest speakers—

Revs. Elaine Heath, Justin Coleman and Eric 

Huffman—will examine this topic by sharing 

their experiences of living in and out of mis-

sional communities, micro-communities and 

new church starts.

During the recently held Tending Our Lives 

gathering at First UMC in Alexandria, Louisi-

ana Conference clergy continued the discussion 

of finding new and creative ways to show Christ 

to others. Bishop Robert Schnase of the Mis-

souri Conference led that conversation, empha-

sizing that  we must think outside of the box 

and be innovative in our approach—taking 

“healthy risks” in ministry.

Schnase challenged us to “go where the need 

is” and to stop being afraid of failure, because 

fear is paralyzing.

Perhaps “going where the need is” translates 

into the development of new faith communi-

ties, or creating vital congregational homes for 

those who need to hear a word of grace and 

of love or maybe even communities that are 

healthy and whole and can care for one another 

in ways we have never imagined.

Can we be known in Louisiana for breathing 

new life into old dry bones and making them 

dance?  What might a culture of YES! do to 

impact our existing congregations?

So I invite you to journey to Shreveport this 

June to be a part of our Annual Conference, 

AC2015: Come and See. To come, to see not just 

with our eyes, but with the very depth of our 

soul so that we might learn more about how to 

offer Christ to the world. n

“Can we be 
known in 

Louisiana for 
breathing new 

life into old 
dry bones and 

making them 
dance? What 

might a culture 
of YES! do 
to impact 

our existing 
congregations?”

In John 1:39, Jesus beckons to 
certain disciples, saying, “Come, 
and see.” Jesus later finds Philip, 
and says to him, “Follow me.” 
Philip, in turn, invites Nathanael  
to “come and see,” saying that 
they had “found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and 
about whom the prophets also 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth.”

Like the “original” disciples, today’s United 

Methodists are called to invite others to “come 

and see” —to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world.

In our stated Vision and Preferred Future, 

the lay and clergy leaders of the Louisiana 

Annual Conference are “compelled by Christ’s 

love” to lead others into abundant life in Christ.

Appropriately, the theme for this year’s 

Annual Conference is “Come and See.” We will 

come together at Centenary College in Shreve-

port from June 7-10. We will see how others are 

offering Christ to the world, and explore new 

models for serving our communities.

“Engaging with our surrounding com-

munities, locally and globally, in significant 

ways”—this line from our Vision and Preferred 

Future says a lot about who we are as Louisi-

ana’s United Methodists. In our time together, 

we will explore new ways to serve in the mis-

sion field.

How is our mission field defined? We should 

always be mindful that pastors are appointed to 

communities, not just to their local churches. 

As a connectional church, all United Method-

ist congregations in an area, working together 

to serve that community, will accomplish far 

more for Christ when working in cooperation 

with one another.

As stated in our conference Core Values, we 

hold “nothing sacred but the mission. We will 

be open to the creative movement of God’s 



From Sunday, June 7 through Wednes-
day, June 10, more than 1,000 United 
Methodists from throughout Louisiana 
will gather in the Gold Dome at Cen-
tenary College in Shreveport for their 
annual gathering. The scriptural focus 
for AC2015 is John 1:39-51, where Jesus 
invites some of His disciples to believe in 
Him—and to “come and see.”

Registration for AC2015: Come & See is now 

available online at http://www.la-umc.org/pages/

detail/2283. The cost of pre-registration this year 

is $30; those registering the day of the event will 

pay $50. Sign-in/registration on Sunday, June 7, 

begins at 3:30 p.m. and ends at 6:45 p.m.

This year, every congregation is invited to bring 

a fresh loaf of bread to Annual Conference. Be 

The TheMe for The 

2015 LOuisiana 
annuaL COnferenCe 
SAyS iT All...

Come and Hear exciting guest speakers focusing 
on “out of the box” ministry!

Come and Worship as we gather to celebrate, 
ordain, commission and remember!

Come and Pass a Good Time at our Louisiana 
Tailgate Party!

Come and See and Fellowship with your partners 
in ministry–clergy and lay–who share your 
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.

ComE & SEE!
creative—your church can bring anything from 

French bread, to pumpernickel, to the “oh so pop-

ular” Hawaiian loaf. (Just be sure it is wrapped!)

 These loaves of bread will be used during com-

munion, with extra loaves being sent out in the 

Shreveport community to help feed the 

hungry and homeless.

Last year’s Louisiana tailgate 

party was such a hit that we are 

holding it again! On Sunday, 

from 5-7 p.m., visit colleagues 

and start new friendships out-

side the Gold Dome on Centena-

ry’s campus. Food trucks will be 

lined up in the parking lot, selling a 

variety of treats. Enjoy the music and fel-

lowship (but we recommend that you bring your 

own chair and possibly a pop up tent for shade, 

because after all, it’s hot in Louisiana in June!)

After the tailgate, everyone will gather in the 

Gold Dome for the opening worship service of 

AC2015, during which Bishop Cynthia 

Fierro Harvey will lead us in com-

munion and deliver her Episco-

pal Address.

The next morning, both 

the Laity Breakfast and 

Laity Session will be held at 

Broadmoor United Method-

ist Church, 3715 Youree Drive. 

The breakfast will be held in the 

church gym starting at 7 a.m. and 

will be followed by the Laity Session, 

starting at 8 a.m. in Broadmoor’s sanctuary. Any 

laity who do NOT wish to park their car at Broad-

moor may take a free shuttle from James and 

b

b

b

b



Conference clergy will hold their annual ses-

sion at Brown Chapel on Centenary’s campus. 

Once those meetings are finished, all confer-

ence members will convene in the Gold Dome 

for a Celebration of Life, as we remember those 

clergy and clergy spouses who entered Life Eter-

nal during the past year. Rev. Marie Williams, 

pastor of Blackwater UMC in Baker, will 

serve as speaker for the service. Rev. 

Williams has served as an elder in 

the Louisiana Conference since 

Rotary Halls on Centenary’s campus. The shuttle 

will take riders to Broadmoor UMC, leaving from 

campus promptly at 6:45 a.m. If you are driving 

your car to Broadmoor for the breakfast, plan to 

arrive and park no later than 6:45 a.m. If you are 

only attending the Laity Session, plan to arrive 

and park at the church by 7:45 a.m. The shuttle 

will run again at 10 a.m., bringing laity 

back to Centenary College.

While laity gather that morning 

at Broadmoor UMC, Louisiana 

Sunday night, June 7
 3:00 p.m. Registration training

 3:30 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Registration begins - Fitness Center

 4:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m. Boards and Agencies (see www.blank for schedule)

 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Tailgating in Gold Dome parking lot 

  (Casual attire-it’s hot!)

 6:15 p.m. Teller training

 7:15 p.m. Pre-service music - Gold Dome

 7:30 p.m. Opening Communion service-Episcopal Address   

   (Every Congregation - brings a loaf of bread) 

Monday, June 8
 6:45 a.m. Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM)

 7:00 a.m. Laity Breakfast - Broadmoor UMC

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Registration continues - Fitness Center

 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Laity Session - Broadmoor UMC

 8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. Clergy Session - Brown Chapel

 9:30 a.m. Break

 10:30 a.m. Gathering Music - Gold Dome

 10:45 a.m. Celebration of Life Service

 11:50 a.m. LUNCH BREAK

 1:45 p.m. Gathering Music - Gold Dome

 2:00 p.m. Business Session #1

  The Convening of the 45th Session

  Welcome, Prayer, Roll Call

  Motions from the Secretary

  Motions/Rules of Order/Adoption of Agenda

  Episcopal Committee Report 

 2:20 p.m. Board of Ordained Ministry

 3:20 p.m. -3:35 p.m. Break

 3:35 p.m. Business Session #2

  CFA #1

  Resolutions/Petitions #1

  Retiree’s Recognition #1

 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Guest Presentation -Dr. Elaine Heath

  Courtesy Committee Report

  Closing Prayer

 5:10 p.m. Dinner Break

 7:00 p.m. Pre-service music - First UMC, Shreveport

 7:30 p.m. Celebration of Ministry Service - First UMC

  Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey - Preaching

  Reception following service in Bain Hall           

1973. Her appointments have 

taken her to all four corners 

of the conference and have 

included small, medium and 

large churches, campus minis-

try and eight years as the Mon-

roe District Superintendent. In a 

number of those appointments, Marie served as 

co-pastor with her late husband, John. She has 

three married children and seven grandchildren.

Stacy Hood, Grace Community UMC’s 

AC2015: Come And See AGENDA

Hood

For information regarding special meals held during AC2015: 
Come and See, visit http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/2336 .

tueSday, June 9
 6:45 a.m. Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM)

 8:00 a.m.-Noon     Late Registration

 8:15 a.m. Gathering Music

 8:20 a.m. Guest Presentation - Rev. Eric Hoffman

 9:00 a.m. Break

 9:45 a.m. Business Session #3, Prayer

  Committee on the Journal

  Recognition of Retiree Class of 2015

 10:30 a.m. Restructure Committee/Committee on Rules

 12:00 Noon LUNCH BREAK

  Retirees Luncheon

   

 1:45 p.m. Gathering Music

   2:00 p.m. Business Session #4, Prayer

  Retiree’s Recognition #2

   2:40 p.m. Guest Presentation - Rev. Justin Coleman

  CFA #2

  Equitable Compensation

  Board of Pensions

  Courtesy Committee Report, Prayer

   4:00 p.m. Dinner Break

   7:30 p.m. Wesley Awards

    

WedneSday Morning, June 10    
 6:45 a.m. Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM)

 8:15 a.m. Gathering Music

 8:30 a.m. Business Session #5

  Committee on the Journal

  Retiree’s Recognition #3

  Committee on Petitions/Resolutions

    Committee on Nominations

  Conference Board of Trustees

  Episcopal Residence Committee

   9:45 a.m. Guest Presentation - Dr. Elaine Heath

 11:00 a.m. The Fixing of Appointments

  Service of Sending Forth; Passing of the Mantle

  Deconsecration of Space

  Communion

  Departure

Williams
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Pre-conference meetings 
to be live-streamed 5/17

Once again, Pre-Conference Meetings 
prior to the 2015 Louisiana Annual 
Conference will be live-streamed.

The meeting/service will be broadcast 
and streamed May 17 starting at 3 p.m. 
from Grace Community United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport, with Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey leading the gathering. While 
the event is live-streamed, participants 
will gather at designated meeting spots 
throughout the conference to view the 
broadcast (See below!)

The beauty of this system is that those 
who cannot gather at one of the designated 
spots can view the live-stream remotely on 
their own computer.

Designated meeting spots for pre-
conference live stream are:

aCadiana diStriCt
Asbury UMC
101 Live Oak Blvd, Lafayette, LA 70503

First UMC
6109 Highway 311, Houma, LA 71306-6659

Baton rouge diStriCt
First UMC
930 North Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

LaKe CharLeS diStriCt
First UMC
812 Kirkman St, Lake Charles, LA 70601-4359

First UMC
2550 Monroe Hwy, Pineville, LA 71360-4139

Monroe diStriCt
First UMC
3900 Loop Rd, Monroe, LA 71201-3125

Trinity UMC
1000 Woodward Ave, Ruston, LA 71270-2154

neW orLeanS diStriCt
St. Timothy UMC
335 Asbury Dr, Mandeville, LA 704714

ShreVePort diStriCt
Grace Community UMC
9400 Ellerbe Rd, Shreveport, LA 71106-7404

Director of Worship Related Ministries, will serve 

as worship leader for the Celebration of Life, and 

throughout the next three days of Annual Confer-

ence. In her own special style, Stacy will “weave” 

our worship as we “come and see” what AC2015 

has to offer the 500 churches that make up the 

Louisiana Annual Conference.

Except for Monday evening’s service, all offer-

ings taken during worship throughout the four-

day event will be dedicated to the United Meth-

odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), which is 

celebrating its 75th anniversary this year. The 

tenth anniversary of Louisiana’s encounter with 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita will also be remem-

bered during AC2015. We will lift up the incred-

ible partnership that our conference had with 

UMCOR during our successful recovery efforts 

from these two devastating storms.

That afternoon, the 45th Session of the Loui-

siana Annual Conference convenes in the Gold 

Dome. At the end of the busi-

ness session, Dr. Elaine 

Heath, McCreless Pro-

fessor of Evangelism for 

Perkins School of The-

ology, will serve as guest 

speaker from 4-5 p.m.  

Dr. Heath is a highly sought 

after theologian, apostolic 

preacher and teacher. Central themes in Elaine’s 

theology include the wisdom of the great saints 

and mystics, the healing power of the gospel of 

Jesus, the church as God’s missional community 

of faith, and the centrality of the Holy Spirit in 

prayer, discernment and ministry. Heath’s recent 

works include Missional.Monastic.Mainline. A 

Guide to Starting Missional Micro-Communities 

in Historically Mainline Traditions, co-authored 

with Larry Duggins; Abide: A Guide to Starting 

Intentional Communities, editor and contributor; 

and We Were the Least of These: Reading the Bible 

with Survivors of Sexual Abuse.

On Monday evening, clergy will be ordained 

and commissioned during the Celebration of 

Ministry, to be held at First UMC, Shreveport 

at 7:30 p.m. In addition to ordaining elders and 

deacons and receiving them into full connection 

with the conference, as well as commissioning 

provisional elders and deacons, the service will 

include the licensing of local pastors.

Bishop Harvey will serve as preacher for 

the service, and Adam Philley, director 

of Music Ministries for Asbury UMC in 

Bossier, will lead the choir. An offering 

will be received that evening for a tour of 

the Holy Land for new clergy ordinands.

On Tuesday morning, Rev. Eric Huffman will 

serve as the second guest speaker for AC2015. 

Rev. Huffman is the lead pastor of The Story 

Houston, a new congregation being planted 

through St. Luke’s UMC in Houston (thestory.

church). Prior to moving to Houston in 2014, 

Eric successfully planted two campus min-

istries and three new churches in Texas, 

Louisiana and Missouri. He gradu-

ated from Centenary College in 2001, 

received his M.Div. from Saint Paul 

School of Theology in 2006, and was 

ordained as an elder by the Missouri 

Conference in 2011. 

Also on Tuesday morning, the Clergy 

Retiree Class of 2015 will be recognized as a group 

in the Gold Dome.

Immediately following the retiree recognition, 

the Restructure Task Force will present its final 

report to the members of the annual conference. 

This group has been working diligently on this 

proposed alternative structure for our work as a 

conference.

Throughout AC2015, conference members will 

hear and vote on any proposed petitions and reso-

lutions. To find out more about submitting peti-

tions and resolutions, see page 11.

Rev. Justin Coleman, chief ministry officer 

of the United Methodist Publishing House in 

Nashville, will address the gathering on Tuesday 

afternoon. Coleman is a native of Houston and 

a member of the Texas Annual Conference. A 

graduate of Southern Methodist University and 

Duke Divinity School, his responsibilities at the 

Publishing House include culture, innovation, 

ideation, training and alignment.

After dinner, we will gather back in the Gold 

Dome for the second annual Wesley Awards, 

where United Methodist churches from through-

out the Louisiana Conference will be recognized 

for implementing creative ministries that embody 

our Conference Core Values and Preferred Vision. 

(http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/1884)  

Ministries that submitted an application for a 

“The Wesleys” (a.k.a. John Wesley bobbleheads) 

prior to the April 13 deadline are being consid-

ered for the award. Make plans now to attend 

this year’s event in the Gold Dome. You 

can come in “fancy dress” to the 

Wesleys or come “as you are” 

and enjoy the fun. 

Throughout AC2015, con-

ference members will watch 

videos recorded by this year’s 

clergy retirees. Always a highlight, these videos 

will be played Monday afternoon, Tuesday after-

noon and Wednesday morning. The retirees will 

also be lifted up during the traditional Passing of 

the Mantle service, to be held later in the morn-

ing on Wednesday.

Before departing, conference members will 

witness and participate in the Fixing of 

Appointments, as well as sharing in 

communion during the Service 

of Sending Forth. n

Huffman

Coleman

Heath
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United methodist Newsmakers

United methodist 
pastor and author

According to Abingdon 
Press, United methodist 
pastor and author Rev. 
Matt Rawle is “on a 
mission.” Reviewing a 
series of three studies 
written by Rawle, 
Abingdon Press goes on 
to say, “He (Rawle) sees 
Christ all around him—in 
books, movies, TV shows, 
rock music—and he wants 
to share what he sees.”

integrates 
Pop Culture 
 and 
Christian 
Faith

e
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FOR RAWLE, INTEGRATING POP CULTURE and Chris-

tian faith makes Jesus more accessible. “These studies are 

especially for folks who might not know the lingo, who have 

been turned off by the church, or who don’t go to church. 

There’s a lot we can learn from TV, movies and books.”

“It’s all about finding the intersection between culture and 

the church,” said Rawle, who serves as lead pastor for The 

Well UMC in Ponchatoula, La. “We are not rejecting culture. 

This is about accepting, re-narrating, and sometimes learn-

ing from culture. Can anything good come out of Nazareth? 

The answer is ‘Yes!’”

“Culture” is simply what we make of the world, added 

Rawle. “God offers us the ingredients; and ‘culture’ is what 

we cook up!”

The point of writing is to “offer a good story,” said Rawle. “I see myself telling an old story 

in a new way. Just telling the gospel in a new language,” said Rawle, who graduated from the 

LSU School of Music and Duke Divinity School.“It is really important for there to be a good 

Wesleyan narrative in the mainstream culture.”

In The Faith of a Mockingbird, based on Harper Lee’s To Kill 

a Mockingbird, Rawle uses Lee’s timeless characters to explore 

Christian faith, racial reconciliation and ethics through a four-

week study.

In a second book, the pastor/author draws on a long-running 

British TV program in The Salvation of Doctor Who, providing a 

“lens through which we view the intersection of faith and science.” 

Chapters include “Madman with a Blue Box,” “God and Time and 

God’s Time,” “The Oldest Question in the Universe” and “The 

Sonic Screwdriver Is Mightier Than the Sword.”

Hollywood Jesus investigates images of Jesus and Christ figures 

in films including Cool Hand Luke, The Lion King, The Tru-

man Show, and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. Abingdon 

Press describes the study as exploring what happens “when script 

meets Scripture, when pop culture encounters the King of kings 

and Lord of lords.” According to Rawle, the study “informs our 

understanding of the person of Jesus” and how the “form of film 

informs the content of our theology.”

Each book is an individual or small group resources, which can expand into a church 

wide worship series. A DVD featuring four sessions with 

the author, a full leader’s guide, and a worship resources 

flash drive (with sermon starters, worship backgrounds and 

shareable graphics) are available for group study. All three 

of the studies are being released Sept. 1, but are now avail-

able for pre-order.

Rawle revealed that he has a few additional projects “on 

the horizon,” with some as written works and some original 

film and original music. “These projects will be intergen-

erational, relevant for young adults, but something Baby 

Boomers will appreciate,” he explained.

In addition to his writing, Matt is also an international 

speaker. His most important occupation, however, is serv-

ing as husband to his wife Christie and “Dad” to daughters 

Isabelle, Annaleigh and Cecilia. n

I see myself 
telling an 
old story in 
a new way. 
Just telling 
the gospel 
in a new 
language. 
It is really 
important 
for there to 
be a good 
Wesleyan 
narrative 
in the 
mainstream 
culture.”
Rev. Matt RawLe

‘‘

Pre-orders for Rawle’s three-book 
series can currently be placed 
online through Cokesbury, Barnes 
and Noble, Books-a-Million, 
Amazon, and Christian Book.
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GALLAHER, AN ACTIVE MEMBER of Pearl 

River United Methodist Church, recently made 

another discovery that will change the course of 

how the world medical community is tackling 

the spread of the Ebola virus. Just last October, 

nine years after cardiovascular illness forced 

his early retirement, Gallaher discovered a lytic 

protein fragment of the Ebola virus. Discovery 

of the protein fragment may prove to be a key 

element to understanding how the virus infects 

human cells.

Working with Dr. Robert Garry, a microbi-

ologist at Tulane, Gallaher has discerned how 

to deactivate this toxic protein fragment in the 

lab. The two scientists are now researching steps 

that could one day lead toward the development 

of drugs that can combat the Ebola virus.

According to Dr. Gallaher, discovery often 

happens in solitude–in the lab, in one’s office. 

And, these days, at one’s lap top computer or 

tablet. “It is a moment of clarity not unlike 

a revelation, a moment alone with God–

much like that Wesleyan experience of being 

United methodist Newsmakers

‘strangely warmed.’ After the euphoria settles 

down, one has to wonder, ‘Why me?’ A molecu-

lar secret of life has lain hidden, and here you 

are, the first human being to have the privilege 

of knowing it. It is only human to feel especially 

touched and blessed,” he explained.

Gallaher first became “hooked on” the study 

of viral infections as a graduate student at Har-

vard. “I had just spent 15 hours watching a viral 

infection in a culture of mammalian cells. The 

cells first began to bloat, then fuse together. 

This continued until massive sheets of fused 

cells formed, and finally, the culture completely 

disintegrated. I felt compelled to understand 

how such a small virus, capable of making at 

most only a few proteins, could take over the 

much larger and more complex host cell and 

destroy it in short order.” 

From that moment on, his life’s work became 

a quest to understand the process—and then, 

how to stop it.

As that quest revealed the intricacy and 

miraculous detail of creation, it also became 

a journey of faith for Bill, a lifelong Christian. 

“The deeper one goes into the infinitesimal 

molecular details of life, the more amazed 

one becomes, and the more humbling is the 

experience of discovery. It is a well-kept secret 

that many scientists are also men and women 

of faith as well. Discovery is not just touch-

ing nature, but getting the privilege of seeing 

God’s incredible handiwork in mesmerizing 

detail,” he said.

Despite these “mountain top” scientific expe-

riences, Gallaher’s life journey—and faith jour-

ney—has had significant challenges. As a child, 

he was raised as a devout Catholic. 

In his 20’s, recurring bouts of pneumonia 

led to the removal of most of one lung. Even 

A Collision of science 
and Faith
in 1987, after decades of research, Dr. william Gallaher, 

professor of Microbiology, immunology and Parasitol-

ogy at Lsu’s school of Medicine, successfully identified 

the entry protein of Hiv. By 1989, he had outlined how 

that process worked, leading to the development of  

Fuzeon, an inhibitor both of Hiv entry and the fusion 

process he had first observed 20 years earlier. 
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in teaching by becoming a lay speaker. 

Gallaher began his journey toward becom-

ing a lay speaker with a public confession of 

his past. Fearful the church members would 

be disappointed by his shortcomings, they did 

just the opposite–they embraced him. “‘Open 

hearts, open minds, open doors’ is not just a 

slogan at Pearl River, but a way of life. They are 

truly ‘family,’” he explained.

 Bill’s journey in life–and in faith–has been 

ironic at times. His most recent discovery of 

the Ebola toxin was made on the morning of 

what would have been the 41st birthday of his 

son who died in infancy. “I believe that experi-

ence was God’s way of telling me that 40 years 

of grief was enough. And that now–in this part 

of my journey–as the Psalmist said, it is time 

for ‘joy in the morning.’” n

more tragic, due to a birth defect, Gallaher 

later lost an infant son only four days after the 

birth of the child. “The experience challenged 

my faith. I developed a love/hate relationship 

with God. He was the target of my anger and 

disappointment.”

The scientist, at his own admission, became a 

“lackluster” Catholic. Over a period of 15 years, 

he slipped into alcoholism and suffered several 

broken marriages.

Then three important things happened to 

change the course of Gallaher’s personal life. 

First, he met his current wife, Fay. And second, 

on March 17, 2001, Gallaher stopped drinking.

A third pivotal moment happened in mid-

2003. For the first time, Bill and Fay entered 

the doors of Pearl River United Methodist 

Church. “The discovery of that magnificent 

close-knit community of faith has changed my 

life, and has led me for the first time into a 

close personal relationship with Jesus Christ,” 

said Gallaher. 

Bill and Fay joined the choir immediately, and 

then gradually became more active in the church 

community. In January of 2006, Rev. Tim Smith 

encouraged Bill to use his years of experience  

Discovery  
is not just 
touching 
nature, but 
getting the 
privilege of 
seeing God’s 
incredible 
handiwork in 
mesmerizing 
detail.”
DR. wiLLiaM GaLLaHeR

‘‘
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DR. SUSAN NELSON, A MEMBER OF ST. 

Andrew’s United Methodist Church in Baton 

Rouge and Medical Director for Senior Servic-

es for the Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady 

Health System, has helped her patients navigate 

the subject of end-of-life care for years. Nelson 

leads the Louisiana Physician Order for Scope 

of Treatment (LaPOST) Coalition, a statewide 

network of health care professionals dedicated 

to advancing a best practice model for improv-

ing end-of-life care in Louisiana.

Louisiana developed the LaPOST document 

(Louisiana Physician Order for Scope of Treat-

ment), which was approved as Act 954 during 

the 2010 Louisiana Legislative session. This re-

sulting document translates a patient’s end-of-

life wishes and care goals into physician orders 

that can transfer with the patient from hospital 

to home, nursing home or hospice.

Utilizing this essential form is really only 

one component of advance care planning, 

according to Nelson. “This process involves 

much more than simply deciding what treat-

ments are and are not wanted at the end of life. 

The process starts with identifying personal 

care goals, clarifying personal beliefs and val-

ues and sharing these preferences with loved 

ones and health care providers.” 

Nelson adds that according to the Pew Re-

search Center, “71 percent of Americans have 

thought about what they do and do not want at 

the end of life, and while 95 percent of Ameri-

cans know what an advance directive, or ‘living 

will,’ is, only 29 percent actually have one.” 

Under Nelson’s leadership, the LaPOST Co-

alition is seeking to improve these numbers by 

providing patients and families, health care 

professionals, social workers, spiritual lead-

ers and caregivers with information about 

advance care planning tools in Louisiana. 

Developed by the coalition and the Louisi-

ana Health Care Quality Forum, a Conver-

sations Change Lives Toolkit for patients and 

families is now available. This toolkit includes 

many resources, including the Conversations 

Change Lives Guidebook, guides to advance 

care planning and medical treatments, the 

LaPOST Consumer Handbook, frequently 

asked questions, fact sheets and even a Pow-

erPoint presentation that explains the usage 

of the LaPOST document. This toolkit, as well 

as a video about LaPOST, is available for free 

download on the LaPOST website at  www.

lhcqf.org/lapost 

Nelson noted, “The toolkit is a wonderful 

resource for preparing to have discussions 

about end-of-life care wishes and advance 

planning options with loved ones, but we also 

have a number of other resources on our web-

site, including a library of faith-based infor-

mation related to end–of-life and advanced 

care planning. We believe that making deci-

sions about the end of life is a  process that in-

volves not just our loved ones and our health 

care providers, but also our spiritual leaders. 

Faith plays a very important role in our de-

cision-making, especially when planning for 

the end of life.”

The coalition has also created and imple-

mented LaPOST Ready campaigns through-

out the state which are designed to increase 

awareness of, and to provide education about, 

advance care planning and the LaPOST docu-

ment, said Nelson. n

end-of-Life Care

United methodist Newsmakers

The topic of death and dying 

is one that most people try 

to avoid. even for people of 

faith, confronting one’s own 

mortality—or that of a loved 

one—is perhaps the most 

challenging thing they will 

ever have to face.

United methodist physician
 leads discussion on

Dr. Susan Nelson, a member of St. Andrew’s UMC, is pictured in the participant garden at PACE Baton 
Rouge (Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly), a nonprofit health and supportive services 
program designed to assist seniors who want an alternative to long-term care placement. Nelson is the 
Medical Director for Senior Services for the Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady Health System.
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The keynote speaker for the event was Bishop Alfred L. Norris, Sr., whose presentations 
focused on “The Future of the African American Church” and “Leadership in the African 
American Context.” Bishop Norris is pictured with Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, and 
Revs. Hadley Edwards, Andy Goff and Don Cottrill, provost.

On July 1, Rev. Edwards, New Orleans District Superintendent, will be appointed to the 
leadership role for the conference mission area of New Orleans’ 7th Ward. Rev. Goff, pas-
tor for Cornerstone UMC in New Orleans, will be appointed at that time to serve as New 
Orleans District Superintendent.

Tending 
Our Lives

African 
American 
Summit

During the recently held Tending Our Lives event, Bishop Robert Schnase (Missouri Area) 
shared information from his book, Seven Levers: Missional Strategies for Conferences, which 
explores conferences in operational terms, showing how we can identify and change (or budge) 
practices that are “no longer conducive to our mission.”

More than 350 Louisiana Conference clergy attended 
the gathering with Bishop Schnase and Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey, held March 9-10 at First United Method-
ist Church in Alexandria.

Lifting up the principles put forth in Seven Levers, 
Bishop Schnase discussed a “common language” that 
helps leaders focus their work on what matters most and 
“align their ministries, personnel, budgets and gover-
nance accordingly.”
Bishop Schnase, second from left, is pictured with Rev. 
John Cannon, Bishop Harvey and Rev. Donnie Wilkin-

son, pastor of First UMC, Alexandria.
On July 1, Rev. Cannon will be appointed to 

a dual appointment for the Louisiana Confer-
ence in which he will continue to serve the 
Acadiana District as superintendent while 
assuming additional responsibilities for Con-

gregational Development.

In a post-event 
evaluation of Tending 
Our Lives, the 
following excerpts 
were written in 
response to the 
question, “What did 
you learn?”:

“(We) have to take 
chances to do God’s will. 
To reach someone, you 
must go to where they 

are–or create a venue to 
reach and contact them.”

“Change 
is not the 
enemy.”

“There’s 
more than one 
right way to do 
things; and one 
size does NOT 

fit all.”

A lever helps us 
move an object 
that otherwise we 
could never budge.

More than 70 church leaders from throughout the Louisiana 
Annual Conference attended the African American Summit held 
March 8-9 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth.

Petitions Committee 
sets June 1 deadline
Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any elected group of a local 
church or District, is eligible to petition 
the Louisiana Annual Conference.

To send petitions to present to the Loui-
siana Conference, use the form found in 
the Pre-Conference Report (to be posted 
online at www.la-umc.org in April), and 
send the completed form to Rev. Berna-
dine Johnson, Petitions Committee chair, 
at johns.bern@gmail.com or mail to Rev. 
Johnson at 12500 Old Hammond Hwy, Apt. 
E5, Baton Rouge, LA 70816-1090 by no later 
than June 1, 2015.

 

Media and print handout 
deadlines, display area 
reservations for AC2015

• Those wishing to distribute printed 
materials, handouts or brochures during 
AC2015 must submit a copy of the mate-
rials for approval no later than 4:30 p.m. 
on May 4.

• Reservations for display area space must 
also be made by May 4. Exhibitor displays 
will be set up in the Fitness Center on Cen-
tenary’s campus.

• The deadline for getting all media or 
other information to be presented onscreen 
during the 2015 Louisiana Annual Confer-
ence is May 18.

• All requests for media and print hand-
out opportunities, and display area reser-
vations must be made to Rhonda Whitley, 
527 North Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70802; or 
rhondawhitley@la-umc.org; or by calling 
(225) 346-1646.




