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2 I Louisiana now  

Good evening. Wow! Here we are again, gath-
ered as the people of God – the people we call 
United Methodists in Louisiana! 

As we have journeyed through this year, I 
have been amazed at the movement of God’s 
Spirit among us. I am encouraged by the com-
mon language we adopted last year – a language 
that orients our work and our lives together.

Let me remind us of what we said…
We chose to adopt the present mission state-

ment of the United Methodist Church – to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world. 

We stated as our preferred future, our vision, 
were we to stand in the future, we would see 
an Annual Conference – by the way, an annual 
conference is made up of people. It is not a 
building, or even the staff at 527 North Blvd. 
It is people like you. 

It is YOU - laity and clergy - that said that 
were we to stand in the future, we would see 
churches, faith communities, people, lay and 
clergy alike that are:

·Leading others to abundant life in Christ.
That are:
·Engaging with the surrounding community, 

locally and globally in significant ways.
We would experience Louisiana United 

Methodists:
·Learning, living and telling the gospel story 

to the nations.
And that we would:
·Reach out and draw in people from all 

walks of life resulting in vibrant, alive and vital 
congregations.

We also said that we would lead with 
Integrity:

·Describing honestly what we see with grace 
and compassion

·That we would be guided and directed by 
missional purposes

·That we would be forthright and transpar-
ent in all that we do.

We said that we would lead with 
Accountability:

·Measuring our actions and decisions by their 
connection to the mission

·That we would be accountable for this con-
nection to purpose

We would lead with an unrelenting love for 
all people:

·Placing the needs and interests of people 
before the needs and interests of the institution

·We would prioritize transformative relation-
ships over sustaining buildings and budgets

We would lead with Courage and Risk:
·Believing that new times call for new actions
·Willing to trust ourselves and each other, 

and risk acting in new and courageous ways in 
order to transform a dying institution into a 
vibrant movement of faith and action

And finally, and perhaps most importantly, 
we said that we would hold nothing sacred but 
the mission…to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world:

·We said we would be open to the creative 
movement of God’s Spirit, not institutional pri-
orities, in order to serve the mission.

Friends, this is our divine DNA. This is what 
defines who we are and how we are living out 
who God has called us to be. Our DNA markers 
are named in our core values. It is this DNA that 
uniquely binds us together so that we might 
radically change the world.

Our DNA calls us to be the hands and feet of 
our Lord in a world that refuses to hear God’s 
voice, but all too often listens to the confusion 
and chaos of the world. 

So, how are we doing?
I have seen remarkable things happen as we 

live into our preferred future. I have seen min-
istry flourish in places where we are working 

intentionally to deepen discipleship. 
There are those of you who are taking seri-

ously the call to lead others to abundant life in 
Christ, becoming truly aware of the movement 
of God among us. You are walking the streets 
of your neighborhood. You have attended Eagle 
Scout events, recitals, and community theater 
performances to support children that are not 
even your own.

You are moving out of your pews to impact 
your communities and I am overwhelmed by 
your willingness to find creative ways to meet 
the needs of the people in our state.

Yes friends, but, there is a “but”. . . There is 
still much work to be done. I wish we could 
take a victory lap but for all our efforts; there 
is still great unrest in the world, and right here 
in Louisiana. 

 There is racial tension, there are hungry peo-
ple, lost people, people who don’t know the love 
of Christ that you enjoy.

While not wanting to be the bearer of bad 
news, there are some statistics that indicate we 
have a ways to go.

Last year, of our 500 churches, 243 had 
no professions of faith and 53 had only one. 
Almost 50 percent of our congregations did 
not introduce one person to Jesus Christ. That 
is not acceptable!

I know what you are thinking, “But last year, 
bishop, you said it wasn’t about the numbers. 
It was about making disciples.”

You are absolutely correct, BUT, num-
bers tell us something about the state of our 
discipleship. 

The metrics are the fruit, the outward and 
visible sign of our sharing the Good News of 
Christ. It takes people, people like you, to make 
disciples. I am not great at math, but the law 
of averages, and even more importantly the 
promise of Jesus who sends his disciples two 
by two, promises extraordinary things will hap-
pen when we move out into the world.

We have to be witnesses of the work of Jesus. 
When you joined the church, you said you 

a Message from 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey
The following are excerpts from 
Bishop Cynthia Harvey’s Episcopal 
Address, delivered on June 8 
during the 2014 Louisiana Annual 
Conference held at Centenary 
College in Shreveport.

episcopal address
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would support the church 
with your prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and your witness. We 
have done a fine job of prayers, pres-
ence, gifts and service, but honestly these num-
bers bear out the fact that we have not been 
effective witnesses for Christ. 

Our commitment is not a multiple-choice 
question – we cannot pick out the ones we want 
or are good at; we have to do all the markers of 
our ministry. We must embrace all of our DNA. 
Simply put, disciples make disciples. 

Our preferred future hinges on our ability to 
bring others into right relationship with Christ 
and we can only bring them into right rela-
tionship if we are willing to intentionally offer 
them Christ. . .

Our churches, while not all the same, have 
within them embedded enough DNA to love 
God and neighbor.

When we Love God and Love neighbor, I 
believe we have the capacity to transform the 
world. When we reach out to those who live on 
life’s margins, when we give voice to the voice-
less, it is then that we connect and bump up 
against the holy.

Is this not what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ? 

Methodism started out as a renewal move-
ment of the Church of England. Wesley turned 
18th century England upside down. 

He was not interested in doing church, or 
even doing it differently, but to help its mem-
bers to live as real Christians striving for deep 

and authentic discipleship. 
The church is first and foremost a com-

munity of disciples seeking to be deeply and 
fully devoted to following Jesus Christ, and the 
church, as an institution or structure, is to serve 
that end. . .

Our preferred future, I believe, leads us to 
that end – to deepen our devotion to Jesus 
Christ.

When congregations are living a life of vital-
ity, they seek to draw upon the power found in 

the community of the baptized to make dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ that will radically 

transform the world. 
I want to see the people we call 

United Methodist engaged in the 
lives of people in their communi-

ties. I want people in your commu-
nity to know who you are and for you 

to know them. If your church went away, 
I want them to grieve your departure from the 
community. I want you to be a witness to the 
work of Jesus! . . . 

There are so many distractions. There are 
the distractions of the world, and there are the 
distractions of the church. There are so many 
things that cause us to become un-centered or 
unhinged from our relationship with God. 

Time and words tend to give things power. 
While I don’t want to give the conversations 
about schism and division of the church power 
over us, I would be remiss if I did not say some-
thing because there is so much press out there 
about the separation over the issue of sexuality, 
and friends, this is a distraction!

I stand before you tonight not just calling 
for unity, but crying, maybe even shouting for 
unity.

There is a lot of name calling going on – pro-
gressive, liberal, traditionalist, Orthodox, Wes-
leyan. I want us to be called Christian. I want us 
to be called disciples of Jesus Christ. 

I am at times progressive, at times liberal, at 
times a traditionalist, at times even Orthodox 
- with a twist I’ve been told - and definitely, 
always Wesleyan. 

Even with all of our brokenness and dysfunc-
tion, I believe we are still much better together 
than apart. Think of the things that unite us: 
Our baptism; our belief in the triune God - 
Father, Son, Holy Spirit; the Lord’s Table – an 

open table; our commitment to prayer, scrip-
ture, mission, holiness, grace - prevenient, jus-
tifying and sanctifying

We are like a dysfunctional family, yet with 
DNA that unites us, DNA that makes us distinc-
tively different and at the same time uniquely 
the same. 

What if here in Louisiana we could model for 
the rest of the denomination what it means to 
be the church in the world? 

What if we said—We choose to hold noth-
ing sacred but the mission. . .

Are we willing to set our personal opinions 
aside to say that here in Louisiana we hold 
nothing sacred but the mission – to make dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ?

When I was consecrated to this office I was 
asked to uphold The Book of Discipline (the 
law) of the church. I remain committed to that 
promise I made at my consecration. Until it 
changes – it is what it is. It does not matter what 
I believe personally or if I agree - I commit to 
uphold it.

Would I hope for kinder, more grace-filled 
language? – yes. Yet simply put, my prayer is 
that I may help lead the body so that we might 
listen intently and deeply to the spirit’s stirring 
in our midst. 

 I am committed to work for unity.  I am 
committed to our shared life together and will 
stand boldly with those who share in that same 
passion and commitment. 

If you remember nothing else from this 
address, I want you to remember this – though 
we may not look the same or think the same on 
every issue, we are united through our common 
Holy Spirit DNA that must guide our lives, our 
work, and yes, our future. . .

The church today is calling for people who 
change what is possible. 

I would like us to be ones who change what 
is possible, who live life differently. 

I want to live like that, don’t you? I want to do 
stuff that matters! I want us to be the ones who 
don’t respect the status quo. Ones that cannot 
be ignored. Who don’t hold back. 

I want us to be a people who are not only 
woven together but act like they are woven 
together, love that they are woven together even 
with all of our quirkiness, our uniqueness and 
all that we hold in common and in tension. n 

To read  
The address 
in full visiT

 http:// 
www.la-umc 
.org/pages/ 
detail/2167
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Asbury uMC, bossier City
renesting project
Engaging with our surrounding 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

ChAthAM uMC, ChAthAM
Fun in the sun
Leading others into abundant life  
in Christ

DouglAs uMC, ruston
adopt a school Ministry
Engaging with our surrounding 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

First uMC, AlexAnDriA
pub Theology
Learning, living and telling the  
gospel story to the nations

laundry love
Engaging with our surrounding 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

First uMC, bAton rouge
Worship at cypress Mounds
Learning, living and telling the gospel  
story to the nations

The america street service
Reaching out and drawing in people 
from all walks of life resulting in vibrant, 
alive and vital congregations

Got ashes?
Learning, living and telling the  
gospel story to the nations

First uMC, thiboDeAux
Ministry with children  
and Their Families
Learning, living and telling the  
gospel story to the nations

First uMC AnD MCguire uMC,
West Monroe
Freestore
Engaging with our surrounding 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

hope CoMMunity uMC, bAton rouge
aBc institute of learning
Engaging with our surrounding 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

H.o.p.e. summer camp
Leading others into abundant life  
in Christ

lACoMbe uMC, lACoMbe
Zip pack Ministry
Reaching out and drawing in people  
from all walks of life resulting in vibrant, 
alive and vital congregations

lAkevieW uMC, shreveport
community service sunday  
and creative crafters
Engaging with our surrounding 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

leA Joyner MeMoriAl uMC, Monroe
change to Make a change
Reaching out and drawing in people  
from all walks of life resulting in vibrant, 
alive and vital congregations

noel MeMoriAl uMC, shreveport
Highland Blessing dinner  
and adult learning center
Learning, living and telling the gospel  
story to the nations

rAyville uMC, rAyville
Golden arches Ministry

Was that Billy crystal? No, it was our very own rev. Matt rawle 
serving as host to the first ever “Wesley awards,” held Tuesday 
night of annual conference. Winners of the award (a.k.a. John 
Wesley Bobble-heads!) hailed from United Methodist churches 
from throughout the Louisiana Conference, recognized for 
implementing creative ministries that embody our Conference 
Core Values and Preferred Vision. Ministries that were lifted up 
were submitted for review prior to the 2014 Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Full descriptions of these ministries, and a list of all 
churches and institutions that submitted entries, can be found 
on the conference website at www.la-umc.org. Those receiving 
special recognition are listed below, along with a statement on how 
they fulfill our Conference Vision and Preferred Future statement!

no, it’s not The oscars...
it’s The Wesleys!

aNNual coNFereNce 2014
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liFetiMe AChieveMent AWArD 

united Methodist 
Foundation of louisiana

Established in 1975, the United Method-
ist Foundation of Louisiana began with the 
scriptural concept of the “mustard seed.” It all began 
with a $5,000 check that was given to Bishop Finis Crutchfield 
and Dr. Jimmy Caraway, the first acting chairman of the Foundation. The funds 
under management by the Foundation as of the end of 2013 number $145,393,797.

Louisiana’s United Methodist Foundation is among the top Foundations 
throughout the United Methodist connection, in both size of funds managed 
and in the services and ministries provided. Under the leadership of Rob Fairly, 
Jr., (shown receiving the award), the institution provides guidance to local 
churches, Conference institutions and individuals in investing for the future, as 
well as the present. Among the services provided are planned giving education 
and opportunities that benefit the United Methodist church or ministry; loans 
to local churches and the Louisiana Annual Conference; grants for clergy and lay 
leadership; seminary service loans to offset the cost of seminary education; and 
other Louisiana Conference ministries. The Foundation also sponsors a program 
for younger clergy (Advancing Pastoral Leadership, or APL); one for more 
seasoned clergy (Leadership Excellence Advancement Program, or LEAP); and 
Cabinet retreats with Dr. Gil Rendle, author and consultant.

The Foundation believes in the Biblical concept of “the tithe.” In fact, they 
double tithe, with 20% of the internally generated gross operating funds going 
toward ministry programming throughout the Conference.

liFetiMe AChieveMent AWArD  

lydia patterson institute

In 1913, Lydia Patterson, a Methodist Missionary acting through the Women’s 
Society of her church, noticed that young Hispanics in Segundo Barrio in El Paso, 
Tex. had no school to attend. She began to set up schools in the homes of some 
Mexican Methodists.

Her spirit and vision are still alive today at Lydia Patterson Institute (LPI), a mis-
sion program of the South Central Jurisdiction. Presently, more than 400 young men 
and women, a majority of whom are from Ciudad Jua’rez, continue to be educated in 
a rigorous academic environment while being nurtured in Christian values. LPI was 
one of the first schools in the United States to emphasize the teaching of English as 
a Second Language in 1921, and to then merge students into the appropriate grade 

level to put them on the path toward graduation from high school.
Affectionately known as “La Lydia,” the school includes grades 9-12. 
These students travel across the border from Mexico every day to at-

tend LPI. It is normal for students to spend two hours commuting to 
school and two returning home each school day. They also work at 
least one hour following the school day to assist in the care of the 
school facilities.

Ninety five percent of the school’s graduates go on to attend 
college with assistance from academic scholarships. LPI graduates 

have also attended Centenary College, a United Methodist institu-
tion in Shreveport. Dr. Socorro de Anda, LPI’s president, is shown 

receiving the award.

Wesley awards 
lifetime 
achievement

reveille uMC, Monroe
Hope restored community center
Reaching out and drawing in people 
from all walks of life resulting in vibrant, 
alive and vital congregations 

st. FrAnCisville uMC, st. FrAnCisville
regional Ged Graduation ceremony
Engaging with our surround 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

st. MArk uMC, opelousAs
angel’s caregivers support Group
Engaging with our surrounding 
communities locally and globally  
in significant ways

university uMC,  
lAke ChArles
circle up
Learning, living and 
telling the gospel story  
to the nations
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aNNual coNFereNce 2014

he logo for this year’s 
Annual Conference, fea-
turing a double helix, 
spoke to the DNA of 

Stacy Hood served as Worship 
Leader for the Communion Ser-
vice, which featured youth teams 
of liturgical dancers and step danc-
ers. An offering taken during the 
service raised more than $33,400 
for UMCOR health kits. Hood, 
director of Worship Related Minis-
tries for Grace Community UMC 
in Shreveport,  served as Worship 
Leader throughout this year’s 
Annual Conference.

Our very own Rev. Matt Rawle, 
pastor of The Well UMC, served as 
master of ceremonies for the first 
annual Wesley Awards celebration, 
held Tuesday evening. “A la” Oscars 
(in our case, “The Wesleys”), win-
ners from throughout the confer-
ence were given “gold plated” John 

woven Together, 
Changing the world

a people 
called uniTed 

meThodisT 
ThaT are 

changing The 
world

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey told 
conference members, “The closer you 
get to God, the riskier it gets” during 
her Episcopal Address delivered June 8 
during the Communion Service at the 
2014 Louisiana Annual Conference. 
“Woven Together, Changing the 
World” was the theme for this year’s 
Conference, held at Centenary College 
in Shreveport, La. from June 8-11. 

T
the United Methodist movement, 
and the idea that we are woven by 
God into this DNA. In her Episco-
pal Address, Bishop Harvey said, 
“I want us to be a people who 
are not only woven together but 
act like they are woven together, 
love that they are woven together, 
even with all of our quirkiness, 
our uniqueness and all that we 
hold in common and in tension. 
A people called United Method-
ist woven together that are chang-
ing the world.”  Read the Bishop’s 
address at http://www.la-umc.org/
pages/detail/2167 
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console/files/oForms_YJ7JB6/
Petition_One_Annual_confer-
ence_2014_SNNZFXEQ.pdf

A presentation by the Restruc-
ture Task Force reported that the 
committee will submit its final 
report at the 2015 Annual Confer-
ence, with the intent of implemen-
tation by the 2016 Annual Confer-
ence. The group’s work is focusing 
on an alternative structure for our 
work as a conference. 

The 2014 class of clergy retir-
ees was honored during the tradi-
tional “Passing of the Mantle” ser-
vice, held Wednesday morning in 
the Gold Dome. Rev. Don Avery 
represented the retiring class and 
Rev. Kathy Wafer represented the 
new full member class. A total of 
20 clergy are retiring this year.

Retirees Rev. Ralph Ford and 
Rev. Ed Boyd led opening devo-
tionals prior to the business ses-
sions on Tuesday and Wednesday 
of Annual Conference.

Clergy appointments for 2014-
15 may be found at http://www.
la-umc.org/console/files/oForms_
YJ7JB6/Appointments_2014-15_
Final_YPKH2NCF.pdf n 

and Austin Rinehart served as 
speakers for the service.

Monday evening, the Ordina-
tion and Commissioning Service 
was held June 9 at First United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport 
with Bishop Cynthia Fierro Har-
vey as preacher. Four persons were 
ordained elders and received into 
full connection with the confer-
ence, and one was ordained deacon 
and received into full connection 
with the conference. Conference 
Lay Leader Carolyn Dove deliv-
ered the Laity Address to Confer-
ence members in the Gold Dome. 

A budget of $7,553,653 was pro-
posed by CF&A for approval. An 
amendment proposing an addi-
tional $60,000 in the budget for 
Wesley Foundations was approved 
by the body. A final budget of 
$7,613,653 was approved by con-
ference members.

The conference voted in favor 
of a petition calling for a “commit-
ment to unity, peace and mission” 
in the Church. The item was sub-
mitted by 62 persons, both lay and 
clergy. The petition can be found 
online at http://www.la-umc.org/

Wesley bobble-head statuettes in 
recognition of outstanding minis-
tries. To add to the fun and festive 
nature of the event, those attend-
ing dressed in outfits ranging 
from tuxedos to “tuxedo t-shirts,” 
church dresses to evening gowns, 
and Bermuda shorts to jeans. A list 
of Wesley Award recipients can be 
found on pages four and five in 
this issue of the Louisiana Now.

Prior to the start of the Sun-
day night Communion Ser-
vice, conference members gath-
ered outside the Gold Dome on 

Centenary’s campus for a Lou-
isiana tailgate party, enjoying 
music, refreshments from food 
trucks and lots of fellowship with 
friends, old and new!

Monday morning, after the 
Clergy and Lay Sessions were held 
at Brown Chapel and Broadmoor 
UMC respectively, conference 
members convened in the Gold 
Dome for a Celebration of Life, as 
we remembered those clergy and 
clergy spouses who have entered 
Life Eternal in the past year. Rev. 
Don Avery, Rev. Juliet Spencer 

Ordained Elders: 
Edith Louise DeVilbiss-Finch, Andrew David Sutton, 

Kathy Snare Wafer, and John Garrison Hankins

Provisional Elders:
Rachel McConnell-Switzer, Theodore 
Stanley Fine, and AnnaKate Rawles 

Ordained Deacon
Cathalyn Hildebrand Brewton 

Ordained Provisional Deacon
Mary Nannette McMullen

The 2014 class of clergy retirees was honored during Annual Conference. Clergy retirees 
include, front row, Revs. Ralph Ford, Lusinda Warren, Kibbie Hatfield, Linda Clark, and back 
row, Revs. Lance Brown, Ed Boyd, Don Avery, Jerry Hilbun and Gene Finnell. Not pictured are, 
Revs. Thomas Beeler, Samuel Bradley, Eddie Carpenter, Debbie Drash, Frances Guy, Alvin 
Hodges, Elva Jacobs, Jimmy Parker, Charles Penuell, Louis Smith and Thomas Wesley.
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GeNeral coNFereNce 2016

eneral Conference is 
the top policy-mak-
ing body of The Unit-
ed Methodist Church 

church-wide programs. 
This international body is com-

prised of nearly 1,000 delegates 
elected by annual conferences (at 
annual conference sessions) to at-
tend General Conference. They 
represent all annual conferences 
around the world. Half of the del-
egates are laity (non-clergy mem-
bers), half are clergy.

Bishops attend the General 

The United Methodist Church’s 
top legislative body will meet in 
Portland, Oregon at the Oregon 
Convention Center, the largest 
convention center in the Pacific 
Northwest, on May 10-20, 2016.

Conference but cannot vote. Dif-
ferent bishops serve as presiding 
officers during the conference. 
Other bishops cannot speak un-
less permission is specifically 
granted by the delegates.

During General Conference, 
delegates discuss and vote on pe-
titions and resolutions proposed 
by individuals, agencies, annu-
al conferences and other groups 
within the denomination. These 
actions may result in a revision 
of the Book of Discipline, the 
denomination’s book of law, and 
Book of Resolutions, policies of 
the denomination on current so-
cial issues.

On June 10 during the 2014 
Louisiana Annual Conference, 
conference members elected 

delegates to the 2016 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. Clergy 
delegates to General Conference 
are Revs. Andy Goff, Juliet Spen-
cer, Pat Day and Bernadine John-
son; and Lay delegates are Carolyn 
Dove, Dr. Sarah Kreutziger, Pete 
Aguila and Terrel DeVille. Addi-
tional clergy delegates to Juris-
dictional Conference are Revs. 
Lynn Malone, Juan Huertas, Ellen 
Alston and James Mitchell; and 
additional Lay delegates are Sta-
cy Hood, Amanda Price, Walter 
Weiss and Olivia Pruett. Alternate 
Clergy delegates are Revs. Katie 
McKay Simpson and Matt Raw-
le; and Lay delegates, Rob Fairly, 
Jr. and Todd Rossnagel.

During the gathering in 2016, 
delegates will wrestle with today’s 

g
which meets once every four 
years. The conference can re-
vise church law, as well as adopt 
resolutions on current mor-
al, social and public policy and 
on economic issues. It also ap-
proves plans and budgets for 

Delegates from 
near and Far

“pray for 
The spiriT of 
god To guide 
The decisions 
ThaT will be 

made...”
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issues in light of scriptural teach-
ings and the church’s understand-
ing of that teaching. Hot button 
issues for the session will likely in-
clude the topics of human sexual-
ity and inclusion, the worldwide 
nature of the church and the re-
structure of the church, accord-
ing to Pete Aguila, a member of 
the denomination’s Connection-
al Table and a member of Univer-
sity United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, La.

The 59-member Connectional 
Table is a United Methodist gov-
erning body of clergy and lay peo-
ple that coordinates the denom-
ination’s mission, ministry and 
resources. Any legislation adopted 
by the body would go to the de-
nomination’s top lawmaking as-
sembly, General Conference, for 
action in 2016.

Paragraph 904 of the Book of 
Discipline, charges The Connec-
tional Table (CT) with discerning 
and articulating the vision for the 
church and the stewardship of the 
mission, ministries and resources 
of The United Methodist Church. 

Human sexuality
Following a panel discussion with 
three theologians invited to ad-
dress United Methodist perspec-
tives on human sexuality, the 
Connectional Table approved 
a process that affirms contin-
ued dialogue on human sexual-
ity among Connectional Table 
members and people across the 
connection to inform a direction 
moving forward. Additional pan-
el discussions, open to the public, 
are slated in the future.

The dialogue “is an exercise of 
our responsibility to be a common 
table for the church and to confer 
with one another as representa-
tives of the church,” said Dakotas-
Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce R. 
Ough, Connectional Table chair, 

the day before the event.
“The Connectional Table be-

lieves that we need some specif-
ic language to inform the discus-
sion before we can seek effective 
feedback from the Connection 
and fully discern what our next 
steps will be,” Ough said after the 
event, in a press release. “This de-
cision has empowered the Table to 
begin developing such language, 
which would be open to debate, 
amendment and improvement 
before any final decision is made 
on adoption.”

The push for more inclusive 
language in the Discipline in 
regard to human sexuality has 
drawn interest from through-
out the denomination, said Agu-
ila.  Along with Rev. Mike Slaugh-
ter of Ginghamsburg Church in 
Tipp City, Ohio, Rev. Adam Ham-
ilton, pastor of the 18,000-mem-
ber United Methodist Church 
of the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kan., offered “agree to disagree” 
legislation on the issue of ho-
mosexuality at the 2012 General 
Conference.

Though that effort failed, Ham-
ilton continues to push for offi-
cial, practical recognition of the 
church’s division on the issue — 
and for denominational unity. He 
recently debuted “A Way Forward 
for a United Methodist Church,”  
a proposal to let local church-
es decide — after a discernment 
process and super-majority vote 
— whether or not to be more in-
clusive on the subject of human 
sexuality. Under the plan, the de-
nomination’s annual (region-
al) conferences would decide for 
themselves if they would elimi-
nate the current restrictions in the 
ordination process.

Aguila pointed out that moving 
in this direction would require a 
change in current church law as it 
deals with homosexuality.

But recently, a group of near-
ly 80 clergy, theologians and laity, 
again from a traditionalist or con-
servative perspective, responded 
with “An Open Letter to Revs. 
Adam Hamilton and Michael 
Slaughter.”

The letter praises Hamilton and 
Slaughter for trying to address di-
visions in the denomination, but 
expresses concerns about the “lo-
cal option approach.” The letter 
holds that the option would turn 
the United Methodist Church 
from a “connectional to a congre-
gation model of polity,” and fears 
that the process will force “every 
congregation and annual confer-
ence to continue arguing about it 
for years to come.”

Nature of the  
worldwide church
On the topic of the Worldwide 
Nature of the Church, Aguila ex-
plained that the CT’s  Mission-
al Collaboration Group on the 
subject continues to facilitate a 
space and place for the multi-
ple groups that are working on 
worldwide pieces affecting our 
Book of Discipline and our or-
ganization around the mission. 

This group is testing a process 
that engages delegates of General 
Conference in Christian confer-
encing around the issues facing 
the complexity of our worldwide 
church. Interested persons can 
contribute feedback to questions 
that the WWN Group is raising 
across the leadership of the de-
nomination.  The information 
can be found at www.umc.org/
worldwide-nature . 

church vitality and  
imagine No Malaria
Vital congregations are at the 
core of our ministry as an Annu-
al Conference and as a denomi-
nation. Making Disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the Transformation of 
the World begins most natural-
ly in a local church. The denom-
ination is committed to growing 
in vitality and mission as lo-
cal congregations and as United 
Methodists.

Aguila added that strides in the 
area of Vital Congregations will be 
celebrated at General Conference 
in 2016, as well as the completion 
of the denomination’s $75 million 
fund raising campaign for Imag-
ine No Malaria (funds raised, to 
date, total $60 million.) The Loui-
siana Conference has played a sig-
nificant role in raising funds and 
awareness for this denomination-
al initiative through the confer-
ence-wide Louisiana Skeeter Run, 
entering its third year. Last year, 
2,500 volunteers and participants 
raised nearly $78,000 for Imagine 
No Malaria.

Four focus areas
Aguila added that our denomi-
nation continues to affirm Four 
Focus Areas in our ministry to-
gether, specifically developing 
principled Christian leaders, min-
istry with the poor, making new 
places for new people, and stamp-
ing out the global killer diseases 
of poverty.  

Charged with the task of help-
ing to direct the ministries and re-
sources of The United Method-
ist church toward its mission, The 
Connectional Table has worked to 
connect the leaders in these Fo-
cus Areas to align their work and 
move toward setting signature 
goals for our 2016 General Con-
ference in Portland. 

Aguila encourages all Unit-
ed Methodists in the Louisiana 
Conference to “pray for the Spir-
it of God to guide the decisions 
that will be made on these, and 
other important issues, related to 
the mission of our Connection.” n 
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Local 
Pastors 

daughenbaugh-Matheny scholars
Hannah Bergeron, Acadiana District
Kristen Kolwe, Lake Charles District
Abigail Dillard, Baton Rouge District
Micolette Jackson, Baton Rouge District
Victor Robert, Baton Rouge District
Cole Lavergne, Lake Charles District
Alexandra Hornsby, Lake Charles District
Paige Pritchett, Lake Charles District
Logan Settoon, Lake Charles District
Robin Chailland, New Orleans District
Jordan C. Johnson, New Orleans District
Tamara Johnson, New Orleans District
Amanda Willis, New Orleans District  
Cameron Brandao, Shreveport District
Alissa Brown, Shreveport Distric
Calvin Davis, Shreveport District

recoGNiTioN

scholars 
and 
awards

Ben Green, Shreveport District
Mallory Guillotte, Shreveport District
Collin Hughes, Shreveport District
Emma Viskozki, Shreveport District
Abbie Lea Woods, Shreveport District

Harry denman awards
Rev. Darryl A. Tate—Clergy
Amanda Price—Laity
Courtney McKinney—Youth  

sarah schoefler award
Margery Manuel

sojourner Truth award
Dwane Huderson

1 Recognized for completing the License 
to Preach school were, front row, Bettie Jo 
Rhodes, Robbie Murry alford, Debria Louis 
upton, and back row, Bryan Garrett sibley, 
Denise Latrell smith, Valla Marie Johnson 
and Eugene wathen Bryson iii. not pictured 
are, Chyrelena Lynn Peyton, Barbara ann 
soniat and and John Elbert Tellis, sr. upton 
was also recognized for receiving her 
Certification in Youth Ministry.

2 Recognized as local pastors having 
completed the Course of study school are 
sonia Denise Gee, anita Cleaver Dinwiddie, 

Mary Louise Jones, John Henry wilkins, 
Marshall andrew sevier, and back row, 
Christopher shane Fryou and Junius Egby, 
Jr. not pictured is Kendall Ray Docter.

3 Those recognized for receiving their first 
appointment are Robbie Murry alford, Kelly 
Vicknair Beachman Berne, Charlotte ann 
Birdwell and Christopher David winterman.

4 Recognized as certified lay ministers 
are Heidi Helen spell and Charles David 
sanders.

1 2

3

4

for more 
phoTos from 

annual confer-
ence, visiT www.
facebook.com/

louisiana
conference
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Perkins School of Theology plans to accomplish 
the second goal by instituting the “Perkins Center 
for Preaching Excellence Peer Group Plan,” direct-
ed by Dr. Alyce M. McKenzie. The overarching 
theme for the peer groups is “Telling the Story: 
Storytelling as a Vehicle for the Gospel.”

Eight groups will form over a period of four 
years, involving a total of 80 pastors.

Beginning in the fall of 2014, four groups of 
10 clergy each will form and will pull from Unit-
ed Methodist clergy from four annual confer-
ences (Louisiana, Arkansas, North Texas and Tex-
as), and other denominations as well. Groups 
will be diverse in gender, ethnicity and experi-
ence. Those clergy from the Louisiana Annual 
Conference who have been invited and who have 
agreed to participate include: Revs. Bertrand 
Griffin II, Gretna UMC; Chad Brooks, New Faith 
Community, Sterlington-North Monroe; Darryl 
Tate, Rayville UMC; Katie McKay-Simpson, First 
UMC in Baton Rouge; Jay Hogewood, St. John’s 
UMC in Baton Rouge; Donnie Wilkinson, First 
UMC in Alexandria; Ramonalynn (R.L.) Beth-
ley, Asbury UMC in Bossier City; and Brady 
Whitton, First UMC in Baton Rouge.

Each group will have a facilitator, with Rev. Ju-
liet Spencer serving as facilitator for the Louisiana 

Clergy to Participate in 
Preaching Excellence  
Peer Group Plan

In MeMorIaM
2014 clerGy
Homer Vernon Bailes
1922-2013
George W.C. Calvin
1940-2014
John C. Coker
1938-2014
Abraham Davis 
1934-2014
John Finch
1962 - 2014
McKinley I. Franklin
1926-2014
Rand Guy
1928-2014
Carol D. Heard
1946-2013
Freddie Henderson
1944-2013
Albert Holland
1940-2014
Melvin Ray Holt
1934-2014
Joe E. Hunter
1926-2013
William Jacobs
John R. Johns
1936-2014
King, Wilson J. King
Denver D. Lyons
1937-2013
Owen Peyton
1951-2013
Jayne Trammell-Kelly 
1955-2013

2014 clerGy spouses
Sue Weaver Arnold
1934-2014
Mary C. Branch
1923- 2013
Una Wilkerson Carroll
1925-2014
Norman Chappell
1929-2013
Marie Christie
1923-2013
Marie Frank Church
1938-2013
Glenda Raye Lanier
1939-2014
Mary Katherine Paine
-2013
Geraldine Crawford Smith
1929-2014
Veda Tohline
1927-2013

In January of 2014, Perkins School of Theology received a grant from 
the Lilly Foundation as part of the Lilly Preaching Initiative. Eight 
seminaries received funding for a five year period, charged with en-
hancing or launching initiatives in preaching that would accomplish 
two goals--enliven the teaching of preaching in seminary classrooms 
through innovative methods and courses, and strengthen the preach-
ing of practitioners serving churches through peer group learning.

group. Dr. Craig Gilliam, director of The Center 
for Pastoral Excellence of the Louisiana Conference, 
will assist in training the facilitators. Groups will 
meet eight to 10 times a year, for two years.

There is a Peer Group Plenary Session slated 
Aug. 25-26 at Perkins; lodging and meals will be 
covered by the grant.

After that initial group gathering, groups will 
meet in their local settings, finding a host church 
as a gathering place. Aided by the facilitator, the 
groups will draw up a covenant agreement to hold 
one another accountable.

The first year there will some core assignments 
(readings; videos) related to the principles, pur-
pose and importance of storytelling. Participants 
will gather to offer constructive feedback on one 
another’s preaching. The second year, aided by the 
guidance of the facilitator, the group will focus on 
an aspect of storytelling they find energizing for 
their preaching. There will be funds for each group 
to use as they see fit. The possibilities are vast and 
can include: family storytelling; regional storytell-
ing; screenwriting and preaching; recovering for-
gotten stories in the community; and fiction and 
storytelling.

A second cohort will begin their two-year pro-
cess in the fall of 2015. n




