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Peace with Justice Awards
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Human Trafficking / 8

Asbury United Methodist Church in
Bossier City, First Grace Community
Alliance of New Orleans and Bethany
UMC in New Orleans have been award-
ed the spring 2013 Peace with Justice
Awards. The grants, totaling $4,900, were
awarded by the Conference Board of
Church and Society and funded through
the Peace with Justice offering given
annually by Louisiana’s United
Methodist congregations.

Asbury UMC is partnering with the
Fuller Center of NWLA to build a second
no-interest home for a first-time home
owner in an economically depressed
neighborhood in Bossier City.  A Peace
with Justice grant of $2,400 will provide
funds for two walls of the home, known
as Katy Build 2. Project Director Angela

Pfanner and Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley,
pastor of Asbury UMC, noted in the grant
application that the project “supports the
UMS Social Principle of economic jus-
tice and furthers Asbury’s efforts to serve
others and change lives in accordance
with its mission statement ‘Building
Hope, Building Faith and Reaching Out
with Love.’”

The project serves as a sequel to Katy
Build 1, completed in 2012. As a youth
member of Asbury Bossier, Katy Watkins
was a vibrant part of the youth program
and mission outreach. She participated in
Weekend of the Cross in the Shreveport
District and the youth’s annual summer
mission to the Navajo nation.  Following
Hurricane Katrina, the Asbury youth
joined the church in monthly missions to

New Orleans for recovery assistance.
Katy--who died her junior year of high
school as a result of injuries in a car acci-
dent-- was one of the church leaders that
moved and motivated the youth to
change their 16-year summer mission
from Arizona to New Orleans, because as
she put it, “we need to help those in our
own backyard.”

First Grace Community Alliance is in
the process of opening a legal clinic to
serve the needs of children and their fam-
ilies, particularly immigrant families and
those living at Hagar’s House, a shelter
for homeless women and their children.
The Alliance is a non-profit affiliated
with First Grace UMC in New Orleans.

Three United Methodist ministries receive grants

See PWJ Awards, page 3

United Methodists will raise funds and
awareness for Imagine No Malaria during
the 2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run, a Rethink
Church event slated for Saturday, March 2.
Race directors are in place for 10 locations
throughout the state for the Skeeter Run,
with 5K walk/runs and 1 mile walk/runs in

each city. Local churches have received
promotional tools like press releases, race
flyers and bulletin inserts to “get the word
out” to their congregations and to commu-
nities. Local media have been alerted and
local talk show segments are happening in
the next few weeks. Facebook and other

social media are in the mix with billboards,
radio spots and yard signs underwritten by
a grant from United Methodist
Communications.

Organizers for the 2013 event hope to

Countdown to Louisiana Skeeter Run: 23 days left!

See Skeeter Run, page 5

Visit the Louisiana

Conference website

at la-umc.org

Sign up for the

Louisiana Skeeter

Run at 

louisianaskeeterrun.org

Asbury United Methodist Church in
Bossier City,  First Grace
Community Alliance in New Orleans
and Bethany UMC of New Orleans
have been awarded the conference-
sponsored 2013 Peace with Justice
Awards. The grant will support
Asbury in the building of a second
no-interest home in an economical-
ly depressed neighborhood in
Bossier City. The project is in mem-
ory of Katy Watkins, a former mem-
ber of Asbury’s youth group, above. 



The 2013 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be
held Feb. 22-23 at The Wesley Center in
Woodworth, La. This year’s theme is “We
are God’s Masterpiece.”

Dean Harvey, husband of Bishop
Cynthia Fierro Harvey, will be in atten-
dance. 

Bishop Harvey will lead the closing
service of Holy Communion on Saturday.

Allison Farrar Milliron will serve as
guest speaker for the retreat.  She is the
wife of Rev. Josh Milliron, and the mother
of pre-teens, Shellie and William. She also
serves as an art teacher to more than 100
students at her business, the Red Beret Art
Studio. 

Allison is a Bible teacher and serves as
Director of Family Ministries with
Children at Moss Bluff United Methodist
Church. She is a vocalist and bass player in
the Cross & Flame Praise Team, and an
occasional guest speaker throughout
Louisiana and places worldwide. 

Growing up in rural Alabama, Allison
received early art training from her grand-
mother at the age of 10. She continued her
study at the Alabama School of Fine Arts
high school and then at Auburn University,
where she graduated with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree. 

Allison heard a call to ministry as a
young adult during her second mission to
Brazil in 1996. She attended Asbury

Theological Seminary
from 1997 to 2000,
where she met and
married Josh, graduat-
ing with a Master of
Divinity degree.

Although she has
served in almost all
capacities of congrega-
tional ministry, Allison
is most passionate
about ministering to
the hearts of adults

and children through eye-opening visual
art, which “speaks to places within us
where words fall short.”

Participants of the Clergy Spouse
Retreat will check in at 4 p.m. and a light
dinner will be served at 5 p.m. The retreat
ends at 2 p.m. on Saturday. All active,
retired and surviving spouses of clergy
(men and women) are invited to attend.

Information and registration forms have
been mailed to all clergy spouses. Register
online at the Wesley Center www.thewesl-
eycenter.com 

Day participant and overnight rates are
available and can be viewed on the regis-
tration site.

This past weekend, well over 100

million people watched Super Bowl

XLVII, held at the Mercedes-Benz

Superdome in New Orleans, La.

Although many of us enjoyed view-

ing this sporting event, and Louisiana’s

economy was given a tremendous boost

by the tourism dollars it generated, there

was a down side to what was largely a

positive event.

The risk of human trafficking hap-

pening in Louisiana was increased by

the high volume of visitors coming to

our state for this high profile event.

Leading up to the Super Bowl,

United Methodist Women throughout the

connection called upon congregations to

bring awareness to this tremendous

international problem.

A website with bulletin inserts, flyers

and ideas on how to help was created by

United Methodist Women and promoted

throughout the denomination. Themed

“Intercept Human Trafficking,” the site

can still be accessed through the

Louisiana Conference website at

www.la-umc.org

Because many of the visitors to

Louisiana were arriving by car along our

interstates and major highways, UMW

members were asked to “safely” take a

picture of their group standing near a

highway signpost or alongside one of

these roadways.

I am proud to say that a number of

our UMW members

and units participat-

ed in this effort. The

UMW of Camphor

United Methodist

Church in Baton

Rouge displayed a

sign denouncing

human trafficking

while gathering

alongside Highway

61 (see page 8).

Members of Wesley UMC, also in Baton

Rouge, carried their banner near

Government Street in the heart of the

city. (see page 4)  A Lafayette area

UMW group is shown on the cover of

this issue carrying signs beside

Louisiana highway 49. Their actions,

and the efforts of those not reported

here, are to be commended. By bringing

awareness to human trafficking, we can

help to stop this devastating problem

which exists in the United States and

worldwide.

I served as one of a number of spon-

sors of the United Methodist Women’s

campaign to “intercept the traffickers,”

and hope to continue conference efforts

in supporting this important project.

Find out more about efforts through

Louisiana’s local churches to help in the

areas of human trafficking and working

with women and children affected by

homelessness by reading about recent

conference Peace with Justice grant

recipients. The article begins on the

cover page of this edition of the

Louisiana Now!

Bethany United Methodist Church in

New Orleans recently sponsored a con-

ference on human trafficking and is re-

directing their grant to Eden House, a

newly established transitional residence

for women in New Orleans who are sur-

vivors of human trafficking.

Sincere thanks to Bethany UMC and

all other congregations who have

embraced efforts to help with problems

associated with human trafficking.

As the Louisiana Conference reaches

out to help in this area, we also work to

impact lives across the globe as we raise

funds and awareness for Imagine No

Malaria through the 2013 Louisiana

Skeeter Run on March 2.

The following was written by me in a

recent blog about the event, which is

less than a month away:

Malaria takes the life of a child under

the age of five every 60 seconds. While

the statistics are improving every day,

thanks in part to the work of faithful

United Methodists around the world,

there is still much work to be done.

The 2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run set

for March 2 around the Louisiana

Annual Conference is just one way that

you and I can make a difference in the

fight against this dreaded disease.

While working as the Deputy General

Secretary of the United Methodist

Committee on Relief I had the opportu-

nity to see the impact of this disease on

people across Sub-Saharan Africa.

Imagine with me a crowded hospital in

Liberia with so many patients that many

lay on the floor on pallets; many of them

with malaria. You pick up a tiny baby

wrapped tightly in a pink blanket, she

shivers while sweat runs down your

brow from the hot Africa heat and tears

sting your cheeks. This tiny baby is suf-

fering from malaria and pneumonia. You

ask the mother who stands sadly at her

bedside if you can pray for her and her

child. She gives you a nod. This scene

can be repeated again and again in this

hospital and so many others.

I am preparing to walk in this year’s

Skeeter Run and I invite you to join me.

It is our small part as we work together

with the people called United Methodists

around the world to support Imagine No

Malaria.

Be sure to register for this event

today by visiting www.louisianaskeeter-

run.org

Join us in saving lives! You can truly

make a difference!

In Christ,

Cynthia Fierro Harvey

2 feBRUARY 8, 2013
  Louisiana Conference Now!

Louisiana Conference Now!

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $15 for one year, $25 for two years.
(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.)

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 
Editor

527 North Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227

(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at
http://www.la-umc.org

Cynthia Fierro Harvey

Don Cottrill

Betty Backstrom

Resident Bishop

Provost

Editor

ON THE JOURNEY: Intercepting human trafficking

Bishop Cynthia
Fierro Harvey

Allison Farrar
Milliron

Milliron to speak at clergy spouse event In Memoriam
mary Kathryn Blackwood      1/7/2013

Lois Retta Poole                  1/8/2013
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A Peace with Justice grant of $2,000 will
provide funds for clinic space, supplies and
staff training. Project director, co-founder
of Hagar’s House and third-year law stu-
dent Angela Davis will administer the clin-
ic under the pastoral leadership of Rev.
Shawn Anglim, who is founding executive
director of First Grace Community Alliance
and pastor of First Grace UMC.  “There
are few places in New Orleans where chil-
dren and their families can receive health
care, food, housing and legal resources all
in one spot,” states Davis.  With the open-
ing of the legal clinic, First Grace will pro-
vide such a place.

Bethany UMC has taken a leadership
role in New Orleans to stop human traf-
ficking precipitated by the arrival of Super

Bowl XLVII in the Crescent City, and
beyond. On Jan. 12, the church’s Human
Trafficking and Domestic Violence
Committee hosted a conference with the
theme “Our Sisters’ and Brothers’ Keepers”
to raise awareness about human trafficking.
In support of the work of the Bethany con-
gregation, pastored by the Rev. Lawrence
Gaines, the Conference Board of Church
and Society awarded Bethany a re-grant to
be directed to Eden House, a newly opened
shelter in  New Orleans for trafficked sur-
vivors. 

Keynote speaker for the Jan. 12 confer-
ence was Katherine K. Green, assistant
attorney general for the Department of
Justice and chair of the Human Trafficking
Task Force for the Middle District (Baton
Rouge area). Discussing information from
the legal side of the issue, Green presented

facts, figures and laws. She praised
Louisiana’s top ranking of all US states for
its statutes  dealing with domestic minor
sex trafficking.  

Dr. Laura Murphy, assistant professor at
Loyola University New Orleans and expert
in African American literature and slavery,
termed human trafficking as “modern day
slavery.”  

Clemmie Greenlee, a survivor of human
trafficking and residential director of Eden
House, shared her life story during the
seminar hosted by Bethany UMC’s Human
Trafficking and Domestic Violence
Committee, the church’s United Methodist
Women’s unit and the General Board of
Church and Society of The United
Methodist Church. 

Eden House is a newly organized transi-
tional residence for women in New Orleans

who are survivors of human trafficking. 
Throughout her presentation, Greenlee

urged participants to develop an increased
state of awareness about the problem.
Victims and survivors, like Clemmie, live
with these questions: “Why didn’t some-
body respond to my plea for help? Why
couldn’t you see my pain?”  

Participants were given the number to
the National Human Trafficking Resource
Center Hotline to place in their cell phones.
The group signed postcards to their state
representatives and Senator David Vitter
asking them to reauthorize the federal leg-
islation that funds anti – human trafficking
efforts, the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act (TVPA).  

Clemmie Greenlee, top left, a survivor of human trafficking and residential director of Eden House, shared her life story during a Jan. 12 seminar hosted by Bethany
UMC’s Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence Committee, the church’s United Methodist Women’s unit and the General Board of Church and Society of The United
Methodist Church. Eden House is a newly organized transitional residence for women in New Orleans who are survivors of human trafficking. Seminar speakers
Katherine Green and Dr. Laura Murphy, top right, are pictured with members of the human trafficking committee. One of three Peace with Justice Grants, awarded to
Bethany UMC, is being redirected to support the work of Eden House. Children staying in Hagar’s House--a residence for homeless women and children in New
Orleans, and a Peace with Justice grant recipient--were given new bicycles from a local charity last year. Hagar’s House recently lent support to a New Orleans
demonstration for immigration rites promoted by the Congress of Day Laborers. A former resident of the house proudly wears a t-shirt from the event.

PWJ Awards, from page 1
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United Methodist Women of Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge marched against human trafficking on Jan. 26 as part of a global effort to bring awareness to the problem.

First UMC - Shreveport hosts Christmas “Love Feast”
First United Methodist Church in Shreveport holds a ‘Love Feast’ on
Christmas day every year. This year’s event served 400 meals and provided
gifts and clothes to area residents in need.

The children of Olla United Methodist Church have a tradition of collecting spare
change before children’s time during Sunday worship services. In December,
they presented a gift of $1,100  to the Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home in
Ruston.  

Olla UMC gives $1,100 to Methodist Children’s Home

Noel UMC - Shreveport reaches out to neighbors

Members of Noel United Methodist Church help provide meals at Hope House, a
homeless shelter in Shreveport, top photo. Members also filled 200 bags of gro-
ceries for residents of the Jordan Square Apartments during their annual
December Giving Factory. They also provided 100 shoe boxes with gifts for chil-
dren from the Alexander Learning Center. Crafts were made and taken to the
Volunteers of America GAPS group home, Oakwood Home for Women, Woody’s
Home for Veteran’s and Jewel House. 



CHIMANIMANI, Zimbabwe – David
Matende,77, looked intently at the roof of
his home as if watching a flashback of his
life. His wizened face pensive, he appeared
to be a man who has seen all life has to
offer. And in some ways he has. 

What distinguishes Matende from other
men in his neighborhood is that he is a vic-
tor: a man who has cheated death twice. 

“I suffered two malaria attacks in 1992.
The first time was in February and I was
treated at Biriiri District Hospital. In July I
had a severe attack of cerebral malaria and
I nearly died,” he says. 

At the time of the malaria attacks,
Matende was working at a farm which
depended on irrigation systems. His duties
were mainly conducted at night: “The mos-
quitoes were very crafty. The ones that
transmit malaria were not noisy and I
would only realize that I had been bitten

when my skin started itching.” 
Matende, of Biriiri village, 420km

south-east of the capital Harare, is one of
the beneficiaries of the United Methodist
Church campaign, Imagine No Malaria,
which is aimed at reducing the number of
deaths from the disease in Zimbabwe. Last
year, the church distributed over 21,000
long lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) in six
administrative wards of Chimanimani dis-
trict. In Phase 2, the UMC humanitarian
arm, United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) will distribute 22,000
mosquito nets beginning January. 

A stone’s throw from Matende’s home-
stead, Tabitha Makaka, 72, celebrates the
UMCOR efforts to curb malaria as she
received three LLIN mosquito nets. Her
grandson, Godfrey Makaka, 20, was affect-
ed by malaria last year and prior to
Imagine No Malaria, she resorted to tradi-

tional methods of eradicating mosquitoes. 
“We used to burn Eucalyptus tree leaves

and cow dung every evening in an effort to
kill the mosquitoes. They didn’t die but
were repelled for a short while and would
return. We even slept with our heads cov-
ered by blankets to avoid being bitten,” she
says. 

Godfrey was also treated at Biriiri
Hospital and recovered, but the family can-
not remember the drug used for his treat-
ment. The Makaka home is located in one
of the 10 wards the Zimbabwe government
managed to spray with insecticides in
November. The main door proudly bears
the sticker confirming the fumigation with
chemicals which kill mosquitoes for up to
six months. 

Dr. Moleen Matimbira, of the UMC-run
Mutambara Mission Hospital, the main
referral centre for the Biriiri community,

said the whole population of Chimanimani
was at risk of contracting malaria. Biriiri is
one of the high risk areas in the district
which has over 136,000 people. 

exceed their volunteer efforts of last year.
Runs are scheduled for Alexandria, Baton
Rouge, Haynesville, Lafayette, Monroe,
New Orleans, Ruston, Shreveport,
Sulphur and Thibodaux.

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, who
encourages every member of all local
churches to sign up and run or walk,
wrote this about the ravages of malaria in
a recent column:

“While working as the Deputy General
Secretary of the United Methodist
Committee on Relief I had the opportuni-
ty to see the impact of this disease on peo-
ple across Sub-Saharan Africa. Imagine
with me a crowded hospital in Liberia
with so many patients that many lay on
the floor on pallets; many of them with
malaria. You pick up a tiny baby wrapped
tightly in a pink blanket, she shivers while
sweat runs down your brow from the hot
Africa heat and tears sting your cheeks.
This tiny baby is suffering from malaria
and pneumonia. You ask the mother who
stands sadly at her bedside if you can pray
for her and her child. She gives you a
nod. This scene can be repeated again and
again in this hospital and so many others. 

“I am preparing to walk in this year’s
Skeeter Run and I invite you to join me. It
is our small part as we work together with
the people called United Methodists
around the world to support Imagine No
Malaria.”

Race chair Gary Merrifield, member of
University UMC in Baton Rouge, is excit-
ed about building on the success of last
year’s inaugural event. “We’re planning
after-event parties with music and food at
each race site,” said Merrifield. Barbara
Robinson, a member of Jefferson UMC in
Baton Rouge, is serving as the overall
race site party coordinator and is working
with individual party coordinators in each
city to plan special and fun events.

Merrifield is leading these volunteer
race directors: Rev. Jim Elder, Alexandria;
Judd Hammond and Meghan Backstrom,
Baton Rouge; Rev. Chuck Christensen,
Haynesville; Michelle Guidry, Lafayette;
Stuart Keyes, Monroe; Chuck George and

Max Zehner, New Orleans; Amy Stegall,
Ruston; Scott Luginbill and Sarah
Marsalis-Luginbill, Shreveport; Angela
Bulhof, Sulphur; and Dennis Soignier,
Thibodaux.

Pastors and lay leaders of local church-
es are encouraged by the Bishop to:

•Promote the Skeeter Run through
church media, Facebook, websites,

newsletters and from the pulpit.
•Make SURE there is a point person

for signing up church members for the
run! Plan a “swat team” sign up day at
your church with laptops available so that
members can register!

Also, visit www.imaginenomalaria.org
to find tools, Sunday school lessons and
children’s projects telling the story.

Registration for the event is $20 per
adult ($25 after Feb. 15) and $10 for those
18 and under ($15 after Feb. 15). Act now
to get this “early bird” registration fee!

Individuals and teams can register at
www.louisianaskeeterrun.org  Once on the
site, click the “Projects” button to find the
race in your area/district. Then click on
the “Volunteer” button to register!!!!!

5feBRUARY 8, 2013
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Skeeter Run, from page 1

Survivor story underscores importance of Imagine No Malaria initiative



6 feBRUARY 8, 2013
Louisiana Conference Now!

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING

March 9, 2012 

8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Trinity UMC in Ruston

1000 Woodward Avenue

Early Response Teams fill a specific need in the early
days after a disaster to establish the presence of the
church.Various tasks are assigned to an ERT by those
selected by the community to command the response.
In addition to providing a Christian presence, teams
also take steps to prevent damage to a family’s person-
al property by tarping, debris removal and cleaning out
flooded homes. The team may be asked to manage
donated materials or other tasks deemed necessary by
the community. Some teams form to observe the needs
of survivors and report these to local operations. 

Most importantly, team members serve as caring
“listeners” who help survivors begin to heal. 

If you feel led to serve in this capacity, attend the
next ERT training on March 9 from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
at Trinity UMC in Ruston, La. The cost is $35. To
register, contact Louisiana Volunteers in Mission at
(225) 346 -1646.

centenary.edu/clc/miller

DONALD 
MILLER

To register, call Maegan Daigle at 318.869.5112 or visit:

CENTENARY’S CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CENTER PRESENTS

Bestselling author of Blue Like Jazz
and A Million Miles in a Thousand Years

7th Annual CLC Fundraising Dinner

Donald Miller

Blue Like 
Jazz

A Million Miles in a Thousand Years have evolved into 

Tending Our Lives Together VIII

For All Clergy Under Appointment in the 

Louisiana Annual Conference of

The United Methodist Church 

February 25-26, 2013 
The Wesley Center 

Woodworth, Louisiana 

Sponsored by Bishop Cynthia F. Harvey for the Louisiana
Annual Conference Clergy 

Featuring Rev. Janice Virtue,
Executive Director of Leadership
Development for the United
Methodist Foundation of
Western North Carolina 

How to Register 
To reserve your place at this
retreat, please go on line at
www.thewesleycenter.com There
you can register and book your
room for this event. There is a lim-
ited number of participants that
can be housed at the Wesley
Center. Please register early.
Additional housing is available in
Alexandria at area hotels.

For more information, visit www.la-umc.org and click on
Tending Our Lives in the Events section of the home
page.

Questions? Call (225) 346-1646 or 
email enixmore@bellsouth.net 

2013 African American Summit 
Featuring 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Jr.
of the Mississippi Annual
Conference

For all African-American clergy

under appointment in the Louisiana

Annual Conference of The United

Methodist Church

Feb. 24 – 25, 2013 
The Wesley Center 

Woodworth, Louisiana 

The Wesley Center is located in Woodworth, just south of
Alexandria, La. The facility offers comfortable rooms with private
baths. Meals, linens and towels are provided. 
OVERNIGHT Rate
The registration fee for the “AA Summit” is $25.  Total cost of event,
with room is $85.50 for a Double Room and $82.50 for a Triple
Room.
DAY Participants Rate (if not staying overnight at Wesley
Center) 
The registration fee is $25. Add $27 per person for the event
(includes meals). 
If you want lunch on Monday before “Tending Our Lives” starts, add
$10.50. 
HOW TO REGISTER 
To reserve your spot at the retreat, please go online at
www.thewesleycenter.com. There you can register and book your
room for this event. 
There is a limited number of participants that can be housed at The
Wesley Center. Please register early. Additional housing is available
in Alexandria at area hotels.

Questions? Call (225) 346-1646 or
email enixmore@bellsouth.net



The new Connectional Table — a
United Methodist governing body that had
expected to be defunct by now — met to
organize for the next four years. 

The gathering Jan. 15-17 in Nashville,
Tenn., set the tone for the denomination’s
leadership for the next four years and may
have offered a prelude to proposals that
will go before the next General Conference
in 2016. 

The 59-member Connectional Table is
where the denomination’s ministry and
money come together. It coordinates The
United Methodist Church’s mission, min-
istry and resources. 

The Connectional Table also spearhead-
ed legislation at General Conference, the
denomination’s top lawmaking assembly,
to consolidate general agencies and replace
itself with a 45-member General Council
for Strategy and Oversight. Delegates
approved a significantly modified version
of that proposal by almost 60 percent, but
the Judicial Council — the denomination’s
top court — unanimously ruled the legisla-
tion in violation of the denomination’s con-
stitution. 

“I am actually surprised that we have a
Connectional Table,” Dakotas-Minnesota
Area Bishop Bruce R. Ough, the new
Connectional Table chair, told the group in
his opening sermon. Ough also is bishop of
The United Methodist Church missions in
Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. 

He noted that eight months after
General Conference, many remain frustrat-
ed that too little in the church has changed. 

“If nothing else, the General Conference
exposed the intense level of distrust that
exists within The United Methodist
Church,” he said. “But, friends, I am a per-
son of faith and hope. I believe God has
not given up on The United Methodist
Church. I believe God can see and together
we can discern other pathways to reforma-
tion and reordering and re-energizing the
United Methodist movement.” 

Central tasks of Connectional Table

Ough was speaking to a different group
of leaders from those who served on the
Connectional Table in 2008-2012.

Thirty-nine of this Connectional Table’s
members are new to the body. Among the
new members are a number of lay people
and clergy who were critics of the body’s
2012 restructuring proposals. At the same
time, some of the returning and new mem-
bers were strong proponents.

Nevertheless, the gathering this month
was far more collegial than the
Connectional Table’s meeting before
General Conference in March, when dis-
cussion revealed a body deeply divided
over some of its proposals.

As outlined in the Book of Discipline,
the denomination’s law book, Connectional
Table membership comprises the chief
executives of the 12 general agencies and
most agency presidents, who usually are
bishops. 

The body also includes 21 clergy and
laity elected by the seven U.S. jurisdictions
and one each from the seven central con-
ferences in Africa, Europe and Asia.
Representatives from each of the denomi-
nation’s five official racial and ethnic cau-

cuses serve, as well as one youth and one
young adult from the United Methodist
Division on Ministries with Young People.

Ough said the Connectional Table’s cen-
tral tasks are to listen closely to what’s hap-
pening in the denomination and to align all
the general agencies, bishops and other
denominational entities to work toward the
same ends.

Those ends, he said, include vital con-
gregations, a more authentically global
church and the General Conference-
approved four areas of focus: global health,
ministry with the poor, church growth and
leadership development. 

Vitality

The Rev. Gil Rendle, United Methodist
elder and longtime church consultant,
addressed the body about vital congrega-
tions. He defined a vital local church as
one that is connected to the environment of
its own mission field.

Rendle, a senior consultant with the
Texas Methodist Foundation in Austin,
stressed that there is no single path to vital-
ity. 

Still, he noted denominational research
in the United States has shown vital con-
gregations tend to share some common
characteristics such as small groups, effec-
tive lay leadership and topical preaching. 

He also cited research from the Hartford
Institute for Religion Research that found
one of the variables that correlates directly
with congregational growth “is a purpose-
fulness of the congregation’s ministry and
the clarity of its identity.” In other words,
he said, churches that clearly are theologi-
cally conservative tend to grow and
churches that clearly are theologically lib-
eral tend to grow. It’s churches in the mid-
dle that often struggle.

To foster vibrancy, he suggested, the
Connectional Table should see its role as
brokering conversations across the church
and getting “the right legs under the right
tables addressing the right questions.”

He challenged the group “to connect
what God is already doing.”

Worldwide nature

The Connectional Table began discus-
sions on the worldwide nature of the
church — work referred to it by the 2012
General Conference. 

One of the challenges the denomination
faces is that while its membership is grow-
ing overall — particularly in Africa — its
membership in the United States is shrink-
ing. The vast majority of the funding for
general church operations comes from the
United States. 

At the same time, many United
Methodists argue that there still is not pari-
ty between U.S. jurisdictions and the cen-
tral conferences in Africa, Europe and Asia.
A 2011 report by the Committee to Study
the Worldwide Nature of The United
Methodist Church criticized the church as
too U.S.-centric. 

Betty Katiyo of the Zimbabwe West
Annual (regional) Conference put it anoth-
er way. She asked the Connectional Table:
“Will we be a truly global church or a U.S.
church with a few mission outposts?” 

Katiyo, associate conference secretary
and the first lay speaker at General

Conference from a central conference, was
invited to share her perspective. She said
the United Methodists in Africa can offer
more financial support than they now do to
the church.

“My opinion is that the church in Africa
is not as poor as it is portrayed,” she said.
“We all have to contribute. If we don’t con-
tribute, it becomes very difficult to have a
voice (in church decision-making).” 

She also encouraged the Connectional
Table to revisit the idea of creating new
regional bodies in North America, Africa,
Asia and Europe/Eurasia to focus on
regional church issues and take pressure off
General Conference. In 2009 and early
2010, voters at annual (regional) confer-
ences rejected constitutional amendments
that would have formed similar regional
structures.

“The General Conference, to me, should
be the platform where our worldwide
nature is visible,” she said. “We spend too
much time on U.S. issues. If anything, it
should be time to focus on issues of a glob-
al nature.” 

A new day

Ough said he already has received a
flurry of emails in January saying certain
issues must get before the Connectional
Table. 

Some United Methodists have asked the
Connectional Table to address the deficien-
cies of the body’s previous restructuring
proposals and begin preparing new propos-
als for the 2016 General Conference. 

He also received correspondence from
DreamUMC, a United Methodist group
that arose out of the 2012 General
Conference, that requested that the
Connectional Table publicly release a draft
of any church restructuring proposal by
Jan. 31, 2015, more than a year before the
2016 General Conference. 

“We certainly would honor their request
that the whole church have the opportunity
to be in conversation about any proposed
restructuring,” he said.

Bishop Bruce Ough gives an overview of the work facing the denomination’s
Connectional Table during its meeting Jan. 15-17 at Gaylord Opryland Resort in
Nashville, Tenn. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose
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New Connectional Table coordinates UMC’s mission, ministry, resources

Aguila named to
Connectional Table

Pete Aguila, a
member of
University United
Methodist Church
in Baton Rouge, is
serving as a mem-
ber of the new
Connectional Table.

Aguila is a
retired engineering
manager of chemi-
cal companies deal-
ing with financial responsibility,
accountability and sustainability.

At the conference level, Aguila
serves as secretary for the Board of
Laity, chair of Conference Hispanic
Ministries, is a member of the CMT
and the Agenda and Personnel
Committees. 

Pete was elected delegate to the
2008 Jurisdictional Conference and to
the 2012 General and Jurisdictional
Conferences.  He served on the
General Church Administration
Committee and the Church Restructure
Sub-Committee. At Jurisdictional, he
was selected to be a member of the
Connectional Table representing the
South Central Jurisdiction for the qua-
drennium, 2013-2016. He serves as
chair of the Finance and Budget
Review Group for the General Church.
“I am enjoying dealing with a diverse
group of bishops, clergy and laity that
are committed to move the UMC for-
ward, especially in the areas of vital
congregations and youth/young-adults
participation.  I believe we need to
improve church membership trends,
not for the sake of increasing numbers,
but for truly making Disciples of Jesus
Christ.”

Pete Aguila
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CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES:

A Two-Way Street
With money market funds and CDs producing 
dismal returns, enjoy the mutual benefits of 
Charitable Gift Annuities!

Benefits for you:

• Fixed income for your life
• Immediate charitable tax deduction
• Ability to use appreciated assets and partially 

bypass capital gains tax
• A partially tax-free income
• Support for your spouse or loved one after 

your lifetime 

Benefits for your church:

• A legacy of generosity
• Income in perpetuity
• Money for mission
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On February 3, 2013, many in America
watched  Super Bowl XLVII, the largest
sporting event in the United States. The
Super Bowl was held this year at the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New
Orleans, La. 

Thousands arrived by plane, and some
took a bus in or around the city. Others
traveled by car along Interstate 10,
Interstate 12 and U.S. Route 90, all major
thoroughfares linking Louisiana to other
southern and southeastern states. And oth-
ers came via Airline Highway, which links
New Orleans to Baton Rouge.

Among the travelers were those who
arrived in Louisiana by force, fraud or
coercion—they were not be there freely
but as victims of human trafficking.

Leading up the the Super Bowl, Bishop
Harvey called upon all United Methodists
in Louisiana to bring awareness to this
tremendous international problem.

Bishop Harvey served as one of a num-
ber of sponsors the United Methodist
Women’s campaign to “intercept the traf-
fickers.”

A website with bulletin inserts, flyers
and ideas on how to help was created by
United Methodist Women and promoted
throughout the denomination. 

UMW members were called upon to
“get on the road to the Super Bowl, to
stand for justice and intercept the traffick-
ers.” They were encouraged to “safely”
take a picture of themselves and their
United Methodist Women friends near a
highway or Interstate signpost or in front
of a car or other travel outlet, including a
message with the picture like this—for
example, “My name is [insert your name].
I am a United Methodist Women member
and I am acting to intercept human traf-
ficking. Please join me.”

Raise Awareness

As in previous years, the national
office provided bulletin inserts, fliers and
postcards for distribution this Super Bowl
season that offered information on human
trafficking and how regular folks can take
steps in their own lives to help end it.
United Methodists can still use these
resources, along with a Human Trafficking
Resource Guide [PDF] to help convene a
community or church conversation on
human trafficking. To find resources visit
http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umw/act/alerts/item/index.cfm?id
=1001#.UP63QG7dwQk.email

The UMW website states, “We are ask-
ing all local, district and conference United
Methodist Women members to stand unit-
ed to eliminate human trafficking around
the world by supporting our campaign to
Intercept the Traffickers. It is putting our
faith, hope and love into action. Let’s pre-
vent trafficking, and protect those who are
vulnerable and prosecute those who com-
mitting this crime.”

For further information, contact United
Methodist Women Executive for Public
Policy Susie Johnson: (202) 488-5660 or
CSADC@unitedmethodistwomen.org.

United Methodist
Women lead charge
against trafficking

The UMW of Camphor United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge joined other United Methodist Women this January in
raising awareness of the problem of human trafficking. Encouraged to speak out on the issue, Camphor’s UMW joined
other groups who marched, posted flyers, sent postcards and used social media to share their message. A Lafayette
area UMW group is shown on the cover of this issue carrying signs beside a major Louisiana highway. The Camphor
group displayed their sign on Highway 61, and members of Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge carried their banner near
Government Street, a well-traveled city street. (see page 4) These efforts were part a national effort of United Methodist
Women to bring awareness to human trafficking as Super Bowl XLVII headed to New Orleans on Feb. 3. (see story, left)

UMW of Camphor UMC fights human trafficking


