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Becoming Fruitful Congregations

   

Summer Camps / 4-5

Skeeter Run / 3

Katrina Angels / 7

Dr. Lovett Weems, director of the
Lewis Center for Church Leadership of
Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, D.C., presented a workshop
for more than 400 representatives from
United Methodist churches throughout
Louisiana on March 3 in Alexandria. The
purpose of the workshop, held at the
Alexander Fulton Convention Center,
was to offer the tools needed for churches
to develop a vision for becoming fruitful
congregations. “You cannot have leader-
ship without change,” Weems stated. “We
can’t become what we need to be by
staying who we are.” 

The churches participating in the
workshop represented congregations
which had self-identified as “Rekindling
the Vision” and “Faithful and Strong”
during the Affinity Group process recent-
ly led by Bishop William W. Hutchinson
and the Appointive Cabinet.

Weems opened with a reminder that
while success is not a Biblical concept,
fruitfulness is. He presented a model for
churches to determine God’s next steps
for them to become fruitful congrega-
tions. 

First and foremost, churches must
have a mission statement defining the
reason for which they exist. Members of
the congregation must share the same
mission, and it should be written on the

hearts of every member of that congrega-
tion.

Simply knowing the mission of the
church, however, is not enough. A mis-
sion statement doesn’t offer direction for
what to do next. Weems says that the
mission should serve as a “North Star,” a
guide to explain what God is calling you
to do. There are three important factors to
take into account when considering that
call. 

The first step is knowing who you are.
Weems points to Isaiah 51:1b: “Look to
the rock from which you were hewn, the
quarry from which you were dug.” He
states that “revitalization is not achieved

Weems leads workshop for 400 plus United Methodists 

See Weems page 7

The Louisiana Skeeter Run: Change

the World is only five weeks away! 
Churches are signing up members,

friends and folks from their communities to
participate in this amazing event, which
consists of nine 5K and 1 mile fun
walk/runs on Saturday,  April 21, 2012

benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our
denomination’s global initiative dedicated
to eradicating malaria worldwide. 

United Methodist Communications has
great confidence in our event, and is invest-
ing thousands of dollars into a multi-media
campaign which includes statewide bill-

boards, TV spots and Facebook ads. We are
their “poster child” this year for a success-
ful Change the World event.

Also, The United Methodist Foundation
of Louisiana and Coca-Cola are serving as

Skeeter Run is coming! Register now! Hammond race moved

See Skeeter Run, page 3
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Lewis Center for
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As most of you know, I get out most
mornings and walk some four miles.  I
have been doing that since 1995 when I
had quadruple bypass surgery and it
became highly important that I exercise
my body every day in order to keep my
arteries as clear of plaque as possible.  So
far, so good!  

As I walk I am always trying to
observe life around me and seeking to
learn the lessons God might have for me
in these living parables of everyday life.
It is amazing what I am shown when I
attentively listen to God’s visual teach-
ings. 

Recently there has been a recurring
visual lying on the ground in a neigh-
bor’s yard that continues to call out to
me to pay attention.  It is a duct-tape
cross!  Lying where the trash cans usual-
ly sit is this cross made of gray duct tape.
For some reason it doesn’t get picked up
and put in a garbage truck.  Maybe that
is because God wants me to pay special
attention to it!?!?!?

What good is a duct-tape cross?  It
isn’t sturdy – in fact it is quite flexible.
It won’t look beautiful in any sanctuary
of the church.  It doesn’t look like it is
made to last.  In fact, it looks like some-
thing that has been used to patch up a
mistake, or to hold together something
that is falling apart, or to serve only as a
temporary worship symbol.  But, then I
wonder, is that a good image of the
Cross of Jesus – a patch for a mistake,
stability for the unstable, a temporary
symbol of our worship that leads us
beyond admiration of the object and pro-
vokes us to get out in the world and do
something to change the way things are?  

Perhaps a duct-tape cross is a good
symbol for us!  Perhaps it says “Shape
your lives after this cross and apply your-
self to correcting mistakes, holding
together the things that are crumbling,
and, most of all, focus on what you can
do to get out in the world and change it
rather than staying inside the walls of the
church and holding on to the past instead
of correcting the present!  

Here’s a great way to live out the the-
ology of the duct-tape cross.  The
Skeeter Run that is coming up on April
21!!  Here’s a way for us to apply the
cross to a tremendous need in our world
and to make a great difference in the
lives of millions of people.  Instead of
just sitting in the church where the cross
is gilded, fixed, secure, and upon which
we focus our attention, let’s take it out in
the world in the form of duct tape and
get some things done!!

Now is the time for you to be register-
ing to walk, run, work in some way, or
ante up some sacrificial cash that we
might help eradicate the killer disease of
Malaria.  We’re making progress you
know!  The death rate has dropped from
one person every 30 seconds to one per-
son every 60 seconds!  Much of that is

attributable to our
efforts as a church as
we have joined with
organizations across
the globe to get
medicine and mos-
quito nets available
to the people in
need.  But there is so
much more to do.
We can’t stop until
the disease is just a

memory and never again a reality!
That’s putting the cross where it belongs
– correcting mistakes, holding life
together, and focusing on what we need
to be doing with the teachings of the One
who died on that instrument of cruelty
that we have turned into a symbol of our
faith!

I’ll be walking for Imagine NO
Malaria!  The Cabinet will be walking
for Imagine NO Malaria.  There will be
eight places across Louisiana where
United Methodists and guests will be
walking/running for Imagine NO
Malaria.  We should be able to make a
HUGE impact right here in our own
“neck of the woods” and combine our
efforts with others across the church to
do our part in this fulfillment of our call-
ing to heal the sick.

If you can’t walk/run for Imagine NO
Malaria, then you can give sacrificially
to help raise the funds to do the neces-
sary work.  On April 22 I am asking that
all of our churches give your congrega-
tion a special opportunity to give of their
monetary resources to help with this mis-
sion.  Please mark your calendars now
for that date!

So, here’s what we all need to do:
1. Register for the Skeeter Run

that will happen on April 21. HOST A

SIGN-UP DAY IN YOUR CHURCH

SO PEOPLE CAN GET REGIS-

TERED EARLY!! Time is now of the
essence!!

2. Challenge folks in our church-
es to put on their walking/running shoes
and get out there in large numbers to
make your witness that we are commit-
ted to elimination of this disease.

3. Prepare to receive a special
offering on April 22, or any other day
you think is best for your church, and let
people give out of their bounty to this
specific need of the world.

So, lace up those running shoes and
get ready to make your witness!!  Who
knows how many duct-tape crosses
might be lining our routes that will say to
us, “Well done, good and faithful ser-
vants!!  You have truly understood what
it means to ‘lift high the cross,  and the
love of Christ proclaim.’”

In Christ’s love,

Bill Hutchinson
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ON THE JOURNEY

The Skeeter Run and the Duct Tape

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

United Methodist Committee on Relief
has been in contact with conference
Disaster Response personnel in hard-hit
areas, including Indiana, Kentucky, and
Tennessee, and received initial early assess-
ments of the damages caused by the severe
weather that struck 12 states. 

UMCOR is posting updates to the web-
site (www.umcor.org) and to the Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/UMCOR) on a
regular basis. Tom Hazelwood is also
reporting from the field on Twitter
(@TomUMCOR).

UMCOR requests prayers for all who
have been affected by these tornadoes and

storms. Donations to US Disaster
Response, UMCOR Advance #901670 will
be used for the response. There is also an
allowance for a sub-designation to
Tornadoes 2012.

Every local church is asked to take up a
special offering for the relief effort as soon
as possible. Ask donors to indicate
Advance #901670 in the memo portion of
the check. Readers who are not giving
through a specific church can make checks
out to the Louisiana Annual Conference,
and send to 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge,
LA 70802. 

The Louisiana Annual Conference
trustees now own a 70 percent share of a
two-bedroom/ two-bath condo in Gulf
Shores, thanks to the recent donations by
Rev. Bill and Nancy Youngblood and Rev.
Jimmie and Carol Caraway.  The confer-
ence trustees previously owned a 25 per-
cent share through a donation made about
six years ago by  John Tyner, a member of
Broadmoor UMC in Baton Rouge.

The conference now has use of 36 and
one half weeks per year of this condo. With
the additional number of weeks available,
rental of the condo is now open to active as
well as retired clergy/surviving spouse
members of the Louisiana Annual
Conference. Conference employed clergy

(those who get a W-2 from the Conference
office) are NOT allowed to reserve this
condo since the conference is an owner of
the condo.

The user fee donation for using the
condo is $250 per week, plus the $65
cleaning fee paid directly to the person
who does this. The reservation weeks are
from 4 p.m. on Friday to 8 a.m. the follow-
ing Friday. All reservations must be made
through Jewell Johnson, the receptionist at
the conference office, by calling her at
(225) 346-1646. Once you have made
your week’s reservation and paid the $250
user fee donation, you will be able to get a
room key and policies for the use of the
condo.

UMCOR needs funds for tornado relief

Myrtle Smith 
1/26/2012 

Rev. Paul Guy Durbin  
2/17/2012 

Barbara Lawton  
3/6/2012  

Erma Thornton Adams  
3/8/12  

In Memoriam

Gulf Shores condo available to active and retired clergy
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Three United Methodist pastors serving
in Baton Rouge recently launched a cutting
edge bible study and outreach initiative tar-
geting young adults based in the capital
city.

Rooted Baton Rouge is the brainchild of
Revs. Katie McKay Simpson, 29, Drew
Sutton, 30, and Juan Huertas, 33. 

Participants in the six-week Lenten
Bible study recently met at a mixer organ-
ized by the three pastors and held at a
downtown restaurant. This initial effort cul-
minates in a “hands-on” mission event with
and for inner city children on Saturday,
March 24.   

Rooted Baton Rouge is using social
media to promote and grow its efforts. A
website (RootedBR.com) is used interac-
tively within the study groups to determine
what will be discussed weekly. Visitors to
the site can view blog posts and find out
information about meetings and events.

Rev. Huertas, pastor of St. John’s United
Methodist Church, believes that using
social media to spread the Gospel is a very
Wesleyan concept. “As pastors, we’ve been
scratching our heads and asking ‘Where are
the places of public discourse? Where are
the fields where we can do public procla-
mation? People no long sit on front porches

or work in fields. Social media creates
those spaces. John Wesley used the porches
and fields to proclaim the Word of God.”

Wesley would then gather those who
were interested, said Rev. Huertas. “That is
what we are doing with these seekers who
came to the mixer. We are nurturing them
through small groups and the Bible study.
Although social media led them to us and
helps us stay connected, the internet cannot
be the ‘all-in-all.’ Relationships build
through ‘face-to-face’ interaction.”

These small group studies meet in a
variety of locations in Baton Rouge and are
led by lay volunteers. Revs. Huertas,
McKay Simpson and Sutton visit the
groups and offer guidance as the groups
progress through the study, which follows
the lectionary.

“We are asking these young adults
reflective questions. ‘What do you see in
your neighborhoods? Where are the needs?
How do you live out your faith in ways
that are making a difference?” said Rev.
Sutton, who serves as campus minister for
the Wesley Foundation on LSU’s campus. 

Much like the small group meetings
through Rooted Baton Rouge, John Wesley
held class meetings to hold people account-
able and find new leaders in the church,

said Rev. McKay Simpson. “Rooted BR
has a similar theory with the small groups.
It’s rooted deeply in Methodist history,”
she said.

This city-wide ministry is an attempt to
collaborate and share strengths with other
churches or ministries, said McKay
Simpson, associate pastor at First UMC.
The group plans to resurrect Rooted Baton
Rouge at various times of the year, and

hopefully, encourage other denominations
to join the ministry.

“Our goal is to shape leaders and lead
people into becoming better disciples of
Christ. Through efforts like these, the
world is transformed,” added Rev. Huertas.
“The local congregation is important, but
we must make other paths and methods for
developing committed Christians who will
make a difference in this world.” 
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Revs. Juan Huertas, Katie McKay Simpson and Drew Sutton

Three Baton Rouge pastors start outreach initiative using social media

corporate sponsors!
So we must DO OUR PART! 
• If you physically can, sign up to par-

ticipate in the Louisiana Skeeter Run, your-
self! It promises to be lots of fun! And if
you are unable to run or walk yourself,
sponsor someone else in your church by
paying their registration fee.

• Plan an in-church or community
screening of “A Killer in the Dark,” a DVD
on Imagine No Malaria. 

It is important to get race participants
signed up now! One easy way to get folks
registered for the Skeeter Run is to host a
“Sign Up for your Swat Team” day in the
Fellowship area of your church. Set up a

sign-up table (s) and ask church volunteers
to use laptop computers to assist church
members with the race registration process.
Announce the sign-up day from the pulpit
and in the church bulletin, newsletter and
web sites. Ask people to come with credit
card information and urge them to register
that day. It is important that we get our
members signed up as soon as possible so
that race directors can have a better idea of
participant numbers !! 

A microsite has been established at
www.changetheworldla.org  for event reg-
istration.  Cost is $25, but runners can reg-
ister for an Early Bird fee of $20 if they
register before April 7. Runners under the
age of 18 register for $12, with an Early

Bird fee of $10.
Each District Superintendent now has

copies of the DVD “A Killer in the Dark.”
These are a free, and can be used in con-
gregations to educate congregations on the
devastating effects of malaria and the role
played by Imagine No Malaria in eliminat-
ing this killer disease.

IMPORTANT CHANGE WITH

THE SKEETER RUN!

One of the Louisiana Skeeter Run loca-
tions has been changed!

The 5k and 1mile run slated for
Hammond, Louisiana has been cancelled.
Any participants/churches that planned to
sign up for this location are being asked to
participant in either the Baton Rouge run or

the New Orleans run. Information about all
of the eight runs currently scheduled can be
found on the registration microsite at
www.changetheworldla.org

United Methodist Communications has
designed a beautiful t-shirt which will be
given out to all Skeeter Run participants.
Our very own Bishop William W.
Hutchinson is shown wearing a shirt which
is the color that will be used. The logo,
shown above, will be printed on the back
of the shirt. The front pocket logo is shown
on the front page of this edition of the
Louisiana Now!, and features our whimsi-
cal mosquito which reminds us of the seri-
ous global disease target by Imagine No
Malaria.

Skeeter Run, from page 1
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Summer Camp 2012 is around the corner. Our staff is eagerly awaiting the 

campers arrival. "Developing Disciples, Forming Friendships, and Impacting 

Lives Forever" is our motto. Please allow us to impact your camper's life with an 

unforgettable week of camp through this ministry of loving your camper and 

loving our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Registration is now opening! 

 

 

Please note the grades listed below represent the grade the camper will enter 

in the fall. Click here to see availability.

Journey with Jesus 1 3rd 4th& 5th grade June 11th - 14th $280

Great Games, Swimming, Cool Worship, Blob, Skits, Devotions, Canvas Slide, Crafts, Zip Line over the Lake, Hiking, Campfire and 

yummy Camp Istrouma Food. This is a great first or second time camp with our Friendly and Fun Counselors. Tons of fun awaits 

you!

 

Discovering God 1 4th 5th & 6th grade June 4th - 8th $300

Discovering God 2 4th 5th & 6th grade July 9th - 13th $300

Climbing Tower, Low ropes course, Blob, Canvas Slide, Zip line, Interactive Bible Study, Skits, Talent Show, Great Games, 

Campfire with S'mores, Exciting Worship, New Friends. Come join the FUN!

 

Pathfinders 1 6th 7th & 8th grade June 18th - 22nd $300

Pathfinders 2 7th 8th & 9th grade June 25th - 29th $300

Pathfinders 3 6th 7th & 8th grade July 23rd - 27th $300

Messy Mud Pit, Blob, Canvas Slide, Climbing wall, Low ropes, Hiking, Exciting Praise and Worship, Talent show, Zip line, Great 

Games, Awesome Small Group Studies, Campfire Cookout, and Camp Friends. We have been waiting for you all year!

 

Senior SonRise 9th10th 11th & 12th grade July 16th - 20th $300

Camp Friends, Great Counselors, Blob, Messy Mud Pit, Low ropes, Hiking, Climbing tower, Canvas Slide,Capture the Flag, 

Scavenger Hunt, Campfire with S'mores, Quiet time, Praise and Worship, Talent Show, Yummy food and Small Group.Jesus is 

calling your Name!

  

2    

Camp Istrouma has been around since
the 1930’s when it opened as a Boy Scout
Camp.  It was then purchased by the
United Methodist church in 1958.  The
camp is currently a year round Retreat
Center and Camp.  Registration for sum-
mer camp is open to all children and youth
without regard to race, color, or religion. 

This co-ed overnight camp features
swimming, 100 foot water slide, 32 foot
high climbing wall, hiking, canoeing,
sports, crafts, skits, low ropes, talent
shows, Bible Study, and amazing worship.
We seek to provide campers with an excit-
ing summer that produces growth spiritual-
ly, mentally, socially, and physically. 

Our Camping Program is designed to
develop an awareness of and appreciation
for God's world and our place in it, to fos-
ter opportunities for Christian worship and

fellowship, and to provide experiences liv-
ing in a Christian community. Above all,
our goal is to lead our children to Jesus
Christ -  not by words only - but our
actions.

Our carefully selected Christian staff
provides a program designed to train young
people in the way they should go. At the
same time, the caring and fun staff demon-
strates to campers the true joy of being a
Christian.  At Camp Istrouma we live out
our motto: Developing Disciples, Forming
Friendships and Impacting Lives Forever!

Our campers are on a journey that is
pushing them towards achievement and a
greater understanding of themselves. On
this journey they are offered friendship,
encouragement, and the adventure of a life-
time.

Louisiana Annual Conference Camping Program:
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Istrouma: A history of camping

Have Fun! Enjoy Camp this

Summer!
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uskichitto retreat Center in leBlanc is one of three united methodist camps in louisiana.  We serve the

alexandria, acadiana and lake Charles districts.  urC is accredited by the american Camping

association, which means we follow more than 300 safety standards to ensure the wellbeing of our

campers and retreat guests. We are one of only a handful of camping facilities in the state to have an

aCa accreditation.  new this summer, we are expanding our popular "Christian survivor" program.  this

outpost camp puts campers sleeping outdoors in tents and cooking two meals each day over an open

fire. offering a unique opportunity to connect to god through nature, this camp will be offered every

week of our summer season.  our summer schedule is as follows: 

June 11-15 (Monday - Friday)
Faith Challengers (9-12 years old) - $255
Christian Survivor for Jr. High (11-14 years old) - $255

June 18-22 (Monday - Friday)
Cross Training (11-14 years old) - $280
Christian Survivor for Sr. High (15-19 years old) - $255

June 25-29 (Monday - Friday)
Adventures in Discipleship (15-19 years old) - $280
Christian Survivor for Older Elem. (9-12 years old) - $235

July 9-13 (Monday - Friday)
Faith Challengers 2 (9-12 years old) - $255
Christian Survivor for Sr. High (15-19 years old) - $255

5marCh 16, 2012
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Experiencing the fun in a Christian environment

July 13-14 (Friday - Saturday)
Jesus Explorers (5-8 years old) - $60

July 16-20 (Monday - Friday)
Cross Training 2 (11-14 years old) - $280
Adventures in Discipleship 2 (15-19 years old) - $280
Christian Survivor for Older Elem. (9-12 years old) - $235

July 23-27 (Monday - Friday)
Christian Survivor for Jr. High (11-14 years old) - $255

July 30- August 1 (Monday - Wednesday)
Discovering God (7-10 years old) - $125

cAMP uSKIcHITTO 2012

Camp Caney is located in North Louisiana near Minden, La. Camp Caney has 17
cabins surrounded by pine trees and sits on the edge of Caney Lake. We are here
to provide camps to the children and youth of our cummunity. We also provide a
unique and professional atmosphere for any business, church or group that
wishes to use our facilities for meetings, conferences and retreats. 

Camp Caney has been serving the United Methodist Church in northern
Louisiana for over 60 years. It experienced a few rough years but area churches
recently came together to work hard on improving the camp. It has undergone a
metamorphosis and is ready to serve the community once again. Camp Caney
recently hired Matthew and Sarah "Say Say" Hankins to live at Caney year round.
Matthew will serve as the full time camp manager and Sarah will serve as the
summer camp coordinator. Matthew graduated from La. Tech with a Bachelors in
Communication Design. Before coming to Caney he was managing a Shreveport
Starbucks coffee shop. Sarah has a B.A. in Mathematics from U.T. Tyler, and is
working on her Masters at Northwestern in Natchitoches. She is in her second
year as a Geometry teacher at Green Oaks H. S. in Shreveport, and is the assis-
tant softball coach for the Caddo Magnet Lady Mustangs.

Caney's theme for this summer is "Give it all you got". We are focusing on mak-
ing summer camp fun and faith based. We will discuss how we can use our time
and talents for God and the importance of making giving the most important
thing in our lives.

Summer Camp Schedule:

Pre- Camp June 15-17 Cost $100

Jr/Sr High Camp #1 June 18-22 Cost $250

Jr/Sr High Camp #2 June 25-29 Cost $250

CCE July 9-14 Cost $265 (by invitation only)

Grace Camp July 16-20  (by invitation only)

Elementary Camp #1 July 23-27 Cost $250

Elementary Camp #2 July 30-August 3 Cost $250

Camp Caney

For more information on Louisiana’s
United Methodist camps visit:

Camp Caney: http://www.caneycamp.com/
Camp Istrouma: http://www.campistrouma.com/

Camp Uskichitto: http://www.campurc.com/
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The 2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be
held March 30 and 31 at The Wesley
Center in Woodworth, Louisiana.  

The theme for this year’s retreat is “The
Balancing Act” and will be facilitated by
our own Patti Ezell.  

Patti is a licensed professional counselor
and licensed marriage and family therapist.
She is married to Rev. Doug Ezell and they
live in Lake Charles.  Patti is herself a cler-
gy spouse and will have much to share
with participantnts in ways of keeping

lives balanced in ministry and family.
All clergy spouses--active, retired and

surviving spouses--are invited to participate
in this time set apart for fun, fellowship
and restoration.  Registration forms have
been mailed to all clergy spouses and are

available online at www.la-umc.org. 
For information about the event, please

contact Paula Ford (225 ) 448-3297.

The Louisiana Annual Conference will
host “Creative Ministries with Boomers
and Older Adults” on March 22 at First
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge
and March 23 at First UMC in Pineville.

Dr. Richard H. Gentler, Jr., director of

the Center on Aging and Older Adult
Ministries for the General Board of
Discipleship, will serve as leader and pre-
senter during the event.

Both events will be held from 8:30 a.m.
- 3:30 p.m.

Early Bird registration is $25 (before
March 9), increasing to $30 (on March 10.)
Lunch is included. Register online at
http://events.SignUp4.net/CreativeMinistrie
s. 

Registration can be mailed in to

Louisiana Conference Office, Attention:
Rhonda Whitley, 527 North Blvd., Baton
Rouge, Louisiana 70802. Make checks
payable to “Louisiana Annual Conference,
UMC.”

The Discerners Academy, slated for
March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in
Woodworth, is a conference offering for
college students and second career persons
asking about seminary, as well as just
beginning to listen to God's call in their
lives. 

There will be small groups where they
can ask questions and be led in discussions
about discernment. Along the way, they
will hear clergy persons telling of their
journeys of discernment and how they
began to respond to God's call. They will

hear about different clergy options such as
Deacon, Elder, and part-time and full-time
Local Pastor. 

“The Discerners Academy allows per-
sons college-age and above to journey
together as they seek to connect their call
with their vocation,” said Rev. Carole
Cotton Winn.

Participants in the academy will:
-Ask Questions
-Experience what a seminary class

might be like
-Explore more deeply the process of dis-

cernment
-Meet others on the journey
Present during the weekend are Bishop

William W. Hutchinson as well as a
District Superintendent, a deacon, an elder
and a local pastor. Representatives from
various seminaries will also be present.

Participants will gather at The Wesley
Center on Friday at 5 p.m. until Sunday at
noon.

Cost of the event is $80 (students $30)
(Includes double occupancy room and

all meals)

Send the following information and
your check made payable to “Louisiana
Conference” to La. Conference Office, 527
North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802:

Name, Address, and phone number(s)
Email address
Age
Local church
Name you want on your nametag
Roommate preference
Contact Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, cot-

tonwinn@bellsouth.net or Linda Gregg,
lindagregg@la-umc.org

Discerners Academy slated for March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth

Older adult ministry workshops set for March in Baton Rouge and Pineville 

Ezell to lead clergy spouse retreat slated for March 30-31 at The Wesley Center

Don’t forget to sign up today for the Louisiana Skeeter Run:Change the World 

at www.changetheworldla.org

“Everyday Excellence” 
A seminar in culture making with

ANDY CROUCH
March 23-24, 2012
Kilpatrick Auditorium in the Smith Building 
Centenary College of Louisiana 

SCHEDULE

$75 registration

For more information and registration, 

VISIT  centenary.edu/clc/crouch
or call 

Andy is the author of Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling, 
winner of Christianity Today’s 2009 Book Award for Christianity and 
Culture. In 2011 he became special assistant to the president at  
Christianity Today International, where he has served as executive 
producer of the documentaries Where Faith and Culture Meet and 
Round Trip, and as editorial director of the Christian Vision Project. 
He serves on the governing boards of Fuller �eological Seminary and 
Equitas Group, a philanthropic organization focused on ending child 
exploitation in Haiti and Southeast Asia. He is also a member of the 
editorial board of Books & Culture, a senior fellow of the International 
Justice Mission’s IJM Institute, and a member of the Board of Advisors 
for the John Templeton Foundation. 
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Cornerstone United Methodist Church in New
Orleans took time recently to remember Hurricane
Katrina and its aftermath.  The church is located in
New Orleans East. As part of this service of
remembering, the church, the congregation
thanked God for providing everything needed for
disaster recovery through the prayers, countless
hours of volunteer time, and donations of cash and
items needed for the recovery.  

A piece of art has been placed in the narthax of
the church to commemorate all of “Katrina’s
Angels.”  The art was created by one of
Cornerstone’s members who benefitted from
many of the materials and skills that were used in
the recovery. 

In part, the artist was inspired by Picasso’s
Guernica but the piece tried to make a religious
statement about how God responds through the
actions of others. Looking down from the
descending dove, one sees human arms and hands
taking shape. 

Originally the place for the storm victim’s eye
was to be filled by masonry that was dark and tur-
bulent, remembering the hard times  brought on
by Hurricane Katrina. As the piece neared com-
pletion, an alternative was considered- let the eye
reflect the joy and thanksgiving of a people being
rescued by God and God’s angels. In the end, the
eye was left unfinished to allow persons to com-

plete the piece in their imaginations.  A statement
placed next to the artwork is quoted here, in part:
“An Offering of Art and Prose”

“This commemorative piece was created out of
meditations on the role of volunteers and others in
our recovery from Hurricane Katrina in 2005.  We
are persuaded that God was the inspiration for
their actions and this mode of operation is a prin-
cipal means by which God acts in our world.  We
humans are in a position to put muscle behind the
leadings of the Spirit.  We were so blessed by all
the prayers, concern and actions of others.  By this
image of God in action to the right, we thank
those who responded to God’s calling and we
remind ourselves to be God’s angels to others.”

Below this statement is a listing of gifts and
givers by individuals and groups or congregations.

“Nearly all of you who read this article in the
Louisiana Now! were involved in the recovery of
Cornerstone United Methodist Church along with
other congregations in southeast Louisiana.  Know
that you are being thanked, even as we acknowl-
edge the Spirit of God which spoke to your
hearts,” wrote Rev. Andy Goff, pastor of
Cornerstone UMC.

7marCh 16, 2012
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by forgetting our history, but from a
renewed theology and an appreciation of
the past and the culture. Renewal is not
becoming something you have never been,
but picking up the mantle and making it
even better.” 

The second consideration for each
church must be its strengths. Churches
need to develop their strengths, not dwell
on their problems. The key is to manage
the weakest points while building on the
assets. Weems asked churches to consider
the following questions to determine their
strengths: What is so good about your
church that you hope it never changes?
What does your church do as well as any
other church, anywhere? What are the three
greatest strengths of your church? By iden-
tifying key strengths, churches can focus
their efforts around these strong points.

The third factor to consider is the popu-

lation that comprises your neighbors. Who
are the people God has given you and what
are their needs? Weems observed that over
time, many churches lose their focus on
other people and begin to shift their focus
inward. Churches often experience a grad-
ual loss of outward movement and connec-
tion, losing their pulse on the community
around them. When considering the needs
of this community, it’s important to have a
current and accurate understanding of who
the people are in the community – their
concerns, needs and values.   

After considering these questions of
identity, churches should glean the com-
mon themes from their answers to deter-
mine their own next faithful and fruitful
step. These steps are as individual as each
church; a step may seem small for one
church but significant for a different
church. The issue is not how big or grand
the next step is; the important thing is for it
to be the next faithful step. When churches

take this faithful step, they will see God at
work. Several years later, in hindsight, they
will discover that the first step led them to
a place they could never have imagined. 

Finally, Weems pinpointed the two most
important words for fruitfulness: SO
THAT. Good intentions, hard work and
strong efforts don’t matter; instead, church-
es need to measure the outcomes of those
efforts, the fruits of those efforts.  Studies,
programs and activities should not be
planned so they can be checked off a to-do
list, but so they are achieving their intended
purpose. For example, a church began a
Saturday evening service so they could
reach out to those who could not attend
worship services on Sunday mornings and
offer them a worship experience. Several
months later, they realized that the people
attending the service were the same people
who had been attending Sunday morning
services.  The Saturday evening service
was not achieving its desired purpose, but

the church could still search for alternate
ways to reach out to those who could not
attend services on Sunday mornings. 

Weems also stressed for churches not to
lose heart. Fruitfulness is the harvest.
Although farmers go home at the end of
most days with nothing to show for their
work, there is a time for the harvest season.
While churches should not expect immedi-
ate results, they must have faith that the
results will come over time. During the
gathering worship, Bishop Whitfield refer-
enced the story in Ezekiel of how God
breathed life into dry bones. He assured the
audience that “God, indeed, is bringing
new life where you live and where you
work; God is shaking and rattling in your
community.” By following Weems’ model
to identify God’s next steps for each
church, congregations have the tools need-
ed to begin identifying the vision for their
church. 

Dr. Lovett Weems, director of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C., presents a workshop for more than 400
representatives from United Methodist churches throughout Louisiana on March 3 in Alexandria. Weems spoke about developing fruitful congregations.

Weems, from page 1

Artist creates tribute to Katrina survivors

Discerners Academy slated for March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth

Older adult ministry workshops set for March in Baton Rouge and Pineville 

Ezell to lead clergy spouse retreat slated for March 30-31 at The Wesley Center
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      Live Well . . .
                         and Be Generous at the Same Time.

For a free, personalized annuity illustration, 
call us or go to our website!

“You might worry that today’s generosity could jeopardize 
your plans for a comfortable retirement. A charitable gift 
annuity lets you live well and give back at the same time.”

kiplinger.com

“ . . . more and more people are discovering these 
products as a neat solution to both their charitable 
intentions and their desire to create more reliable income 
in retirement.”

“Charitable gift annuities are gaining favor with 
retirement savers looking to blend their passions with 
pension-like financial security. Depending on your 
situation, they can offer attractive income and some nice 
tax breaks, even as they help favored causes.”  

The Chicago Tribune                          

The  Wall Street Journal
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This edition of the Louisiana Now! features the three United Methodist camping programs offered for children and youth in
Louisiana. Camp Istrouma, Camp Caney and Camp Uskichitto offer fun, fellowship and opportunities for young people to
grow in the faith. Find out more about these three programs by viewing pages four and five of this issue of the paper. And
be sure to visit the camp websites, found on page five, for registration information.

Merit Scholarship
deadlines announced

Two Louisiana Annual Conference
United Methodist Merit Scholarships for
$1,000 each are available to undergraduate
students who will be attending Centenary,
Dillard or another United Methodist relat-
ed college or university in the fall of 2012.
This scholarship is based on “merit,“ with
the applicants demonstrating academic
excellence, church participation, financial
need, vocational preparation or other perti-
nent criteria. These scholarships are par-
tially funded from the United Methodist
Student Day Offering taken each fall.

Applications must be postmarked no
later than April 18, 2012 and winners will
be announced by May 15, 2012.
Applications may be obtained by e-
mailing RDON.ROSS@GMAIL.COM
and requesting the Merit Scholarship
Application.

UM Foundation of LA
offers free newsletter

Managing personal finances in a God-
honoring way should be a priority in the
life of every Christian. There are more
verses in the Bible about our relationship
with material wealth than there are about
hope, love and prayer combined!

The United Methodist Foundation of
Louisiana offers a quarterly electronic
newsletter as a personal finance resource to
support and encourage people to wisely
manage all that God has given them.

The newsletter is a compilation of inter-
esting and helpful articles by various writ-
ers on topics such as building wealth,
being a good consumer, debt reduction,
budgeting, retirement planning and gen-
erosity.

Anyone interested in subscribing to the
free newsletter may do so at the
Foundation website at www.umf.org. The
enrollment form can be found on the
“Contact Us” page of the website, where
subscribers must enter an email address to
receive the newsletter.

Located in Baton Rouge, the United
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was
founded in 1975 and serves United
Methodist churches, institutions and indi-
viduals within the Louisiana Annual
Conference, providing financial manage-
ment, consultation and education, loans
and grants.  It is one of the largest United
Methodist Foundations in the denomina-
tion.
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