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Cyber Church

Exploration  / 4

Rethinking Worship / 3

Awakening / 5

It’s Friday, and the Rev. Jack Kale is
doing what he frequently does on a day
off: household chores. But as all pastors
know, there’s no such thing as a day off
when you are doing God’s work. 

As soon as he drops off the kids at
school, his focus shifts from the family
to-do list to the Sunday sermon. He
thinks about his message all week long,
and he wants his congregation to do the
same. With technology, this is now easily
done. 

Rev. Kale sits down at his kitchen
table, opens his laptop, and signs on to

gbNetwork, the private social network of
Gulf Breeze (Fla.) United Methodist
Church. He talks into his webcam. “Have
you ever just wanted to start over? Have
you ever wanted to restart part of your
life?” 

The message is less than two minutes.
Kale uploads to the gbNetwork, closes
his laptop, and goes back to his to-do list.
On a Friday morning, in less than five
minutes and from the comfort of his
home, he’s engaged his congregation. It’s
a give-and-take that has enormous value. 

Over the next two days, hundreds of

members of the church will view his
message on gbNetwork. They often will
post comments about relevant experi-
ences in their lives that pertain to his
message. Kale frequently will incorporate
their thoughts into future Sunday ser-
mons. 

“I used to have one hour a week on
Sundays with my congregation,” he said.
“Now I engage the congregation 24 hours
a day seven days a week. That’s amaz-
ing.” 

Local church creates its own social network

See Social Network,  page 6

Like many clergy and church leaders
throughout the Louisiana Annual
Conference, Rev. Nathaniel Langford is
keeping up with his congregation through
the use of Facebook.

“When I recently arrived at Roanoke
United Methodist Church, one of the things

that I had planned to do when I first arrived
was to get a Facebook page going. On my
first Sunday, someone told me that the
church already had a Facebook page. When
I got home, I, of course, went and found it
and ‘liked’ it.  I noticed that it had several
recent posts on it,” said Rev. Langford.

He was even more delighted to discover
that Facebook had become a major form of
communication for the small, rural congre-
gation. “On my second Sunday, I was told
that everyone but four or five people in the

Pastor linked to church members through Facebook

See Facebook, page 3

Gulf Breeze (Fla.) United Methodist Church’s custom-made private social network allows the Rev. Jack Kale to engage
the congregation “more than one hour a week.” gbNetwork is a private social network available only to members of
Gulf Breeze United Methodist Church. UMNS photo courtesy of Doug Bunze
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The General Commission on Race
and Religion is offering $300,000 in
new grants, available for United
Methodist seminaries and for clergy and
programs within districts and annual
conferences whose work on racial diver-
sity, inclusiveness and racial justice
would benefit from a financial support,
and benefit the United Methodist
Church.

Applications are now being accepted
for the latest CORR Action Fund (CAF)
grants. This new CAF priority (funded
by the Minority Group Self-
Determination Fund) is available to you
and those you know who can best take
advantage of this educational and trans-
formational opportunity.

Elevate your vision of racial justice
by inviting new voices into the conver-
sation. Encourage a seminary student,
faculty or staff to apply for the
funds. Contact clergy or your confer-
ence or district office to ensure a pro-
gram that may have gone unnoticed or
underfunded gets the support it needs
raise the ministry of inclusiveness to a
new level. The CORR Action Fund
grants will go to support seminary pro-
grams and seminarians, student groups,
faculty or staff that have demonstrated
a commitment to develop cultural com-
petency with a goal towards excellence
in leadership.

Time is of the essence. Applications
will only be accepted through July 31,
2011.

The awards will be offered in two
categories: 
� The Racial Justice Grant for UM

Seminaries of up to $80,000 for efforts
by faculty, staff or students to improve
racial, ethnic and cultural intergroup
relationships and/or bringing about
organizational, institutional and sys-
temic changes in the church, seminary,

and in society.
� The Racial Justice Grant for

Clergy leadership, of up to $20,000 for
clergy and programs within districts and
annual conferences that support efforts
to dismantle racism by promoting the
values of diversity, inclusiveness, multi-
culturalism and cross-racial/cross-cul-
tural work;  

The Seminary grant is intended for
efforts including curriculum develop-
ment and the development of programs
and processes that impact the seminary's
ability to positively address institutional
racism, diversity and multiculturalism,
including faculty and student training
that furthers understanding of racial/eth-
nic/tribal cultures within the church and
society. The Clergy grant can be used
but is not limited to education, multicul-
tural training projects that raise aware-
ness about and take action against
racism and for pastors entering or serv-
ing in cross-racial/cross-cultural
appointments.

Full information and applications can
be downloaded online at
www.gcorr.org/corractionfund.
Completed applications must be post-
marked by July 31, 2011 submitted on
the official application form and mailed
in typed print, or e-mailed to applica-
tions@gcorr.org (electronic submissions
are strongly preferred.) The funds will
be awarded before December 31, 2011.

GCORR is willing to work with any
interested party to have their application
reviewed by the CAF committee. For
assistance, email Amy Stapleton at asta-
pleton@gcorr.org or call (202) 495-
2952.

Dr. Tony Campolo will be the guest
preacher at Broadmoor UMC in Baton
Rouge August 14 at the 9:30 and 11:00
a.m. worship services. He is the author of
38 books, with the latest releases in
February 2010, Choose Love Not Power
(Regal); May 2010 Connecting Like Jesus
(Jossey-Bass) co-authored with Mary
Albert Darling; and September 2010
Stories That Feed Your Soul (Regal). He is
a media commentator on religious, social
and political matters, having guested on
television programs like The Colbert

Report, Nightline, Crossfire, Politically
Incorrect, The Charlie Rose Show, Larry
King Live, CNN Dayside, CNN News and
MSNBC News. Dr. Campolo is an
ordained minister, has served American
Baptist Churches in New Jersey and
Pennsylvania, and is presently recognized
as an associate pastor of the Mount Carmel
Baptist Church in West Philadelphia. Dr.
Campolo and his wife, Peggy, live in the
Philadelphia area and have two grown chil-
dren and four grandchildren. 

The denomination’s top legislative
assembly will meet in Tampa, Fla. April
24-May 4, 2012. Approximately 150 vol-
unteers are needed during General
Conference. Marshals and pages are
responsible for their own travel and
expenses.

Marshals serve in the visitor and
reserved seating galleries, assist visitors
and special guests and check credentials for
proper authorization.

Pages assist delegates, secretarial staff,
Bishops, members of the Judicial Council
and official visitors. They distribute
approved materials and deliver printed
information.

Those interested should submit an
online application at
www.umcevents.org/gc2012marshalpage.
Deadline for applications is Aug. 31, 2011.
Applicants will be notified of their status
by Nov. 30.

Campolo to speak at Broadmoor UMC

Volunteers needed for 2012
General Conference

Summer 2011 United Methodist
Lay Speaker Training

Word in Action: Doing the Gospel

NEW CLASSES for ADULT BASIC, BASIC

REFRESHER, AND ADVANCED COURSES
August 13 and 20

First United Methodist Church  
2550 Monroe Hwy.

Pineville, LA
(318)640-1050

Sponsored by the Alexandria District Board of Laity
Roberta Strauss, Lay Speaking Director

AngelLdyXI@aol.com  

General Commission on Race and
Religion announces new grants



church were on Facebook. Several of the
members explained that whenever some bit
of news needs to go out to the congrega-
tion, the administrators post it on the
Facebook page. Then the four or five peo-
ple who are not on Facebook are given a
call to share the information. Then the
whole church knows the latest ‘happen-
ings’ at Roanoke,” said Rev. Langford.

The laity driven site is typically used to
organize church events and to post pictures
of those events. “The use varies from week
to week. Last week there were only two
posts, but there were four the week before,
and six the week before that,” he added.

Although the newly appointed Rev.
Langford is not yet an administrator of the
page, he is working toward making even
greater use of this social network system to
communicate with his congregation.

“There are so many ways we can utilize
Facebook. I can send out reminders about
Sunday worship services. I can make and

receive comments about the weekly ser-
mon. We can create events and more or
less organize all communication through
Facebook. The beauty of this kind of sys-
tem is that it is so immediate and so easy to
update. And amazingly, nearly the entire
congregation is already on board,” said
Rev. Langford.

Roanoke UMC’s grassroots movement
of the laity driven Facebook page demon-
strates that clergy and laity continually
learn from one another and support one
another.

It is appropriate that Rev. Langford tags
every email with the following quote:

‘Go to the people
Live among them
Learn from them
Love them
Start with what they know
Build on what they have.’
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Facebook, from page 1

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ last com-
mand to his disciples is to “go and make
disciples of all nations.” Two millennia
later, the church is still fulfilling the Great
Commission through training, offering
experiences and instruction and financially
supporting modern-day disciples. It is also
lived out during worship.

Worship’s first purpose is to glorify
God, but it also plays a primary role in
forming and nurturing disciples.

Disciple-forming worship experiences
often contain language encouraging partici-
pants to take action and deepen their faith.
The Rev. Jeff Hall, associate minister and
director of adult ministries at Highland
Park United Methodist Church in Dallas,
doesn’t dismiss worshipers from a service,
but sends them into the world to practice
their faith. He makes a point always to
include a note about going forth to be
Jesus’ disciples in the benediction. 

Through sermons, liturgy, prayers and
music, Hall says, “Worship is the primary
place in which disciple-making happens.”
Supplementing it is the learning that goes
on in Sunday school and small groups,
mission and outreach experiences, youth
group and other ministries.

“If I have excited you and inspired you
to think more deeply about being a disci-
ple, it’s up to you to seek a Bible study or
small group to explore more deeply what
that means,” explains the Rev. Safiyah
Fosua, director of Transformational
Preaching Ministries at the General Board
of Discipleship. “It starts in worship and
flows out to other ministries of the church.” 
Practice for the real world

Many worship rituals — giving offer-
ings, passing the peace, greeting each other
— are practices that prepare disciples to go
out into the world, says the Rev. Taylor
Burton-Edwards, discipleship’s director of
worship resources. “What matters is not do
we pray well, but do we live well what we
pray.” 

James K. A. Smith’s book Desiring the
Kingdom [Baker Books] makes the point

that humans “are fundamentally ‘desiring’
animals,” Burton-Edwards says. “The role
of worship and ritual is to shape our desires
[in the case of faith] toward our Triune
God,” he explains. “When one is discipled
by a master, that is a process of having
desires shaped to be like the master’s.” 

Doing rather than explaining gives wor-
ship the potential for deep formation, he
continues. “In worship, we’re not just hear-
ing, we’re being the body of Christ before
God.” Ritual allows worshipers to embody
and emote their faith together, “and what

we learn in worship is an etiquette of grace:
we learn what it is to hear the word of God
together. We all hear different things but
are listening to the same word.” 

At St. Mark United Methodist Church in
Sumter, S.C., the Rev. Telley Gadson, pas-
tor there for 12 years, seeks to incorporate
disciple formation in a way that empowers
people and helps them to see Jesus. 

“Our best opportunity to be the church
happens on Sunday morning,” Gadson
says. “One of the things that has taken us

from 35 to 200 has been doing worship
well — we plan some parts, but we under-
stand that the free movement of the Spirit
is the hallmark of our worship experience.”
She believes their worship experiences
draw people to ministry programs the other
six days of the week.

Most services at St. Mark last from 11
a.m. to 1:15 p.m., but worshipers are often
so engaged that they don’t notice the
length, she says. “That’s what worship does
for us: it’s engaging, it’s empowering and
it’s life-transforming.” 

In word
A coordinated, unified, scriptural theme

is key to a service that seeks to makes dis-
ciples, Fosua says. With a theme, “the ser-
mon, liturgy and songs all work together
for one transformational purpose.” Those
elements can work together in any style of
service — from traditional to contemporary
– and in any size of church. A unified wor-
ship experience takes advanced, communal
planning, but pays off in worshipers’ under-
standing and grasping of the message.

“Even if someone didn’t get the point in
the sermon,” she explains, “they may have
heard it in the song, or they take their bul-
letins home and maybe reinforce it with
prayer.” 

Also, to better form disciples, sermons
must be local, Fosua believes. “The best
sermons are ones that are contextual: the
people, the times, the economic climate ...
the best sermon is found between the bibli-
cal text and community text.

“I don’t need to tell you something
interesting about the Bible, I need to tell
you what to do with it. Worship and ser-
mons are important parts of being trans-
formed.”
In song

Music, whether contemporary or tradi-
tional, has the same potential to shape a
person.

“Singing in worship not only forms you
to the core and [influences] what actions
you take and how you live your life, it also
teaches you,” says Dean McIntyre, disci-
pleship’s director of music resources.

“Hymns like ‘A Mighty Fortress is Our
God’ teach us who we are as a people of
faith and a congregation as we sing and
internalize them,” McIntyre continues. 

“We may not remember the sermon, the
offertory prayer or the words of institution
for Holy Communion, but we will remem-
ber, until the day we die, the words of
‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus,’ and
we’ll sing ‘How Great Thou Art’ on our
deathbed.” 

Music is internalized and connects wor-
shipers to each other and to God. He recalls
visiting a man in his 90s who couldn’t
speak and often had his eyes closed, but
when McIntyre and his five-year-old
daughter visited and sang a hymn for him,
the man would sing along.

“Even when we’re totally out of our
minds, we’re still connected through
singing,” McIntyre says. “Music has such a
deep and abiding impact on who we are,
what we believe and what we do with our
lives — that’s how music is an important
factor in the shaping and forming of a
Christian ... their character, their beliefs.” 

Through sermons, liturgy, prayers and music, "worship is the primary place in
which disciple-making happens."

BY CARRIE MADREN

The holy work of worship: forming and developing Christian disciples

Rev. Nathaniel Langford, pastor of Roanoke United Methodist Church, visits his
church Facebook site. The page was set up, and is utilized frequently, by the laity
of the church.
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Local churches minister with the poor during ‘Day of Caring’

St. Luke United Methodist Church in
Greenwell Springs sponsored a box fan
giveaway to the needy and elderly in their
area as part of the conference-wide “A Day
of Caring” event on May 14. Rev.
Marguerite Rheams, pastor, obtained a list
from the East Baton Rouge Council On
Aging which provided names, addresses
and phone numbers of those people that
they found to be most in need of fans.

Members of the Evangelist Team and
others from St. Luke UMC met to distrib-
ute the fans. Kay Myles, Inger Augustus,
Mary E. Paul, Connie Dean, Emma Young,
April Paul, Barbara Hall, Clifford Miles
and Brandon Myles participated. A total of
15 fans were delivered, with four of them
going to members of St. Luke’s congrega-
tion.

First United Methodist Church of
Hammond sponsored a camp in the
church’s Fellowship Hall for youth of
incarcerated parents on May 14 during the
conference-wide “A Day of Caring.”
“There are many ways to express our love
and care in response to the poverty in our
community and throughout our world. Our

church is involved in many worthy min-
istries in this regard and Grace Camp is
another extension of that love, concern and
care. When we reach out to those among us
who need our help we become the hands
and feet of Jesus and represent an expres-
sion of his love,” said Rev. Joe Donakey,
pastor of First UMC. 

First UMC - Hammond

St. Mark UMC - Alexandria
Members of St. Mark United Methodist Church in Alexandria load groceries that
were delivered to members of the community living in poverty during the May 14
conference-wide ‘A Day of Caring.’ The event, which tied in with the year-long
conference focus of ‘ministry with the poor’, included programs and projects
sponsored by more than 220 United Methodist churches throughout the state.
The Louisiana Conference had the largest number of churches participating
worldwide in the ‘Change the World/Day of Caring’ initiative.

St. Luke UMC - Greenwell Springs

a 3-day event for 18- to 26-year-olds who are exploring a call 
to ordained ministry in the united methodist church

www.gbhem.org /explorat ion

ordained ministry in the united methodist church

sponsored by: 

possibilitiespassionand

Register before September 5 for $25 off 
your registration fee using this code LAACP
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Mangham United Methodist Church
recently held its first community-wide
“Day of the Cross.” Members of Mangham
UMC, ULM Wesley Students, and
Mangham Power Breakfast youth (which
consists of area youth from 10 churches in

the community) teamed up to be the
“hands and feet of Christ” in the communi-
ty. Projects included building and repairing
wheelchair ramps, painting, pressure wash-
ing, and yard beautification for the elderly
and those in need.

Mangham UMC 

Noel UMC - Shreveport
Peyton Hitchcock
creates a wire
sculpture during
the Noel
Community Arts
Program Wire
Sculpture Class,
Saturday, June 25.
Noel Community
Arts Program is an
outreach of Noel
Memorial United
Methodist Church.
NCAP is located at
520 Herndon Street
in the Highland
neighborhood of
Shreveport, La. It
began in July of
2009 under the
director of
Missions and
Outreach, Rachel
Scott. It is funded
through a grant
provided by the
Grayson
Foundation (2009-
2011) and a SAM
Grant (2011.)
NCAP helps partici-
pants discover and
develop their God-
given talents and
gifts in the arts.
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The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La.



The 40th Year of Remembrance Service
of the final worship service of Louisiana
Conference B was held June 7 at St. James
United Methodist Church in Shreveport.
After the service, Rev. Abraham E. Davis
presented a check for $1,000 to Rev. James
A. Graham, chair of the La. Conference
Board of Church and Society, in memory
of his late wife Muriel McCall Davis. The
funds will be used for ministries that

“make a difference.”
Rev. Davis has pledged to make the

same monetary pledge to the board for the
next four years. Rev. Davis is the former
chair of the La. Conference Board of
Church and Society.  Pictured, above, are
Rev. Graham; Gretenal M. Davis, daughter
of Rev. Davis; Dr. Alonzo Campbell; Rev.
Davis; and Iris Davis Turner, daughter of
Rev. Davis.
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The United Methodist Women of
Fitzgerald UMC in Covington held a
unique “baby shower” on June 26. Tonia
Barker, UMW vice president, orchestrated
the “shower” which asked for items and
gifts of money that were used to create
layette kits for United Methodist
Committee on Relief. Barker sent out invi-
tations to the women of area United
Methodist churches and other community
churches, explaining that many women
worldwide do not have swaddling clothes
to welcome their child into the world. She
also explained that UMCOR kits—includ-
ing layette kits— help to care for the most

vulnerable people during crisis. Guests to
the shower gave generously, remembering
the weather disasters of this past year and
Louisiana’s continuing struggle to recover
fully from recent hurricanes.

Balloons, festive decorations, games,
prizes and food were enjoyed by the show-
er guests. Enough items to complete 10
layette kits (plus five kits without jackets)
were given. Miscellaneous layette items
and additional funds were also collected
which will be sent to the UMCOR Sager-
Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. Fitzgerald
UMC plans to continue this event annually. 

God’s Recycled Angels is an interde-
nominational choral group that performs at
nursing homes and for special events in
central Louisiana. The group boasts nine
members from United Methodist churches
throughout the Alexandria District. The
group was formed in 1987 at Palestine
UMC by Gale Myer, church organist. 

Each program is chosen according to
the season of the year and runs for 13
weeks. From May until after Independence
Day, the program is patriotic and
includes “summer” music tunes such as “In
the Good Ole Summertime.” For these

programs, they wear white shirts, blue
pants, white straw bowler hats and patriotic
beads. The men in the group sport bright
red suspenders. The audience receives flags
and sparklers made of ribbon to “march” in
tune to the music. 

United Methodist members include
Penny Johnson, M.P. Johnson and Arthur
Haas of Pollock UMC; Mitch Futrell, John
Anthony and Delores Odom of Palestine
UMC; Jonelle Walker of Pineville UMC;
and Vera Grimes and Rose Brodnax of
Trinity UMC.

Kale is a pioneer in the use of church
social networking. A few years ago, he
started using Facebook. Then he added
Twitter. Then he launched a private social
network for the church. 

“Facebook was great for outreach, but
it was public, so I couldn’t fully engage
the congregation. I wanted a private social
network for my church that would facili-
tate social interaction on a more personal
level. gbNetwork does that.” 

The private network was used at first
only by the congregation of Worship at
the Water, Gulf Breeze’s outreach church
where Kale is pastor. The church has serv-
ices at a restaurant on Pensacola Beach.
The network was so successful that Gulf
Breeze’s senior pastor, the Rev. Shane
Stanford, rolled it out to the entire congre-
gation in February. 

Stanford said the church “is committed
to building a church of small groups—of
people drawn together for care of one
another, for fellowship, for prayer and for
study. And, any way that makes this

process easier, more
efficient and more
effective in living
out the image of
God in each of us,
is not only a tool
for ministry, but a
divine gift.”

More than 600
church members
have joined
gbNetwork. They
go to it often, and
spend a lot of time
on it. In three
months, there have
been more than
76,000 page views,
and the average
visit lasts more than
nine minutes. 

“Nearly half of
the people who
have signed up visit
gbNetwork between
one and six times a

day. That’s stag-
gering, ” said
Andrew Wagner,
the designer of
the platform and
the chief prod-
ucts officer for
Connection
Applications, a
company that
creates private
networks for
churches.

The congre-
gation uses
gbNetwork to
build profiles,
upload pictures,
pray and share
all aspects of
their lives. When
the BP oil spill
devastated area
beaches last
summer, Kale
created a group

online to organize volunteers to help with
the cleanup. Now, there are nearly 50
small groups that have been created on
the platform, including groups for disaster
relief, children’s ministry, body gospel fit-
ness and singles. 

“Our groups are now able to more
effectively interact. It’s very helpful to
everyone,” Kale said.

As with most pastors, the demands on
Kale’s time can be overwhelming. Social
networking tools such as Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube and gbNetwork allow
him to more efficiently and widely engage
the congregation in ways that weren’t pos-
sible only a few years ago. 

Kale says social networking is just one
more tool to keep the church more rele-
vant in the lives of the congregation. “It’s
important for churches to go where the
people are, and the people are online.” 

News media contact: Joey Butler,
Nashville, Tenn., (615) 742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org.

Social Network, from page 1

La. Conference B remembered

Fitzgerald UMC - Covington

Wesleyan Leadership Conference
October 13 -15 , 2011

General Board of Discipleship
Nashville, Tennessee

Featuring Dr. Elaine Heath, Professor of Evangelism, 
Perkins School of Theology, SMU

1.5  CEUs available 

Explore the vision, message, and method that helped John Wesley lead a
revival among the People called Methodists.

Contact: Steven Manskar, Director of Wesleyan Leadership, GBOD
smanskar@gbod.org or 877 -899-2780, ext. 1765

Penny Johnson, Pollock UMC and Rose Brodnax, Trinity UMC participate in patri-
otic program at Woods Haven Nursing Home in Pollock, La. 

United Methodist churches perform at nursing homes
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You do not need to obtain a perform-
ance license to play, sing, perform or pres-
ent music in your congregational worship
service in your church. This is allowed by
the religious exemption clause in the USA
copyright law. It is important to understand
that this exemption covers only your con-
gregational worship service in your church.
It does not cover copying, broadcasting,
telecasting, webcasting, recording, or any
other use of the music. These uses may be
covered by obtaining permissions from the
copyright holder or obtaining one of
numerous other types of licenses.

The following activities commonly
engaged in by churches are not covered by
the religious exemption clause or by CCLI
or other music licenses. For any of these

activities, the church must obtain permis-
sion from the copyright holder of the music
to be used or performed (live or recorded)
or obtain a performance license:

Summer camps (including talent shows,
campfires, group singing, worship)

Picnics & BBQs
Vacation Bible School
Carnivals and festivals
Church dinners and banquets
Special programs outside of your wor-

ship services
Youth events and meetings
Conferences, festivals, convocations
Retreats
Concerts 
Daycare programs
Coffee houses

Karaoke
Meetings
Parties 
Normally, performance licenses for

music in the above settings can be obtained
from ASCAP, SESAC and BMI for the
music that each one of those organizations
covers. If the music you want to use is han-
dled by more than one of these organiza-
tions, then you will need a performance
license from each company involved.

Private companies are beginning to
emerge that will handle these copyright and
licensing tasks for churches for a fee, much
as CCLI, LicenSing and OneLicense.net
provide similar services for the copying
and projection of hymn and song lyrics for
use by churches in bulletins and worship.

One such company is Christian Copyright
Solutions, www.copyrightsolver.com
through its PERFORMmusic License. And
there are other companies, as well.

Copyright and licensing have become
complex and challenging for churches. It
requires dedicated time, research and fol-
low-up to remain legal in ministry today.
And we must be aware that copyright laws
exist, not for the benefit of churches, but
solely for the financial benefit of the copy-
right owner.

For more information:
Performance Licenses for churches
Top 5 Myths of Performance Rights

White Paper
Resources for Copyright and Licensing

on the GBOD Website

Five things churches need to know about music performance licenses

 

Marriott Hotel & Convention Center 
5500 Hilton Avenue 

 Baton Rouge, Louisiana  

SAVE THE DATE: NOVEMBER 11-12, 2011 

“LEARNING TO L.E.A.D. IN 2011” 
(LEADERSHIP, EVANGELISM, ADMINISTRATION & DISCIPLESHIP) 

ALL CLERGY AND LAY PERSONS OF THE 
LOUISIANA CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH ARE WELCOME 
BISHOP GREG PALMER, GUEST SPEAKER  

This exciting, information gathering, as well as spirit-filled atmosphere is being planned with the 
Louisiana United Methodist Clergy and Laity in mind with the purpose of developing, strength-

ening, and maintaining strong leadership skills in the ministry of areas of preaching, worship, 
evangelism, and outreach.  You are welcome.  Your presences is needed and wanted. 

For More Information Call or Email: 
 
        Rev. Joe Connelly    Rev. Donald C. Cottrill 
        jdconnelly@yahoo.com                             doncottrill@la-umc.org 
       (225) 343-8421                 (225) 346-1646 

SPONSORED BY STRENGTHENING THE BLACK CHURCH COMMITTEE 

Additional Registration  Information Following Soon!! 

A new website aims to equip and
empower local churches to become vital
and healthy congregations.
UMVitalCongregations.org is designed to
help churches move through a process of
evaluation and assessment as they begin to
set goals, and then find key resources to
help them achieve those goals.

“While all congregations have some
aspect of vitality, highly vital congrega-
tions grow over time, engage more people
in ministry, and are more generous in giv-
ing to mission,” said Bishop John Schol,
team leader. “The Vital Congregations
Project is designed to equip annual confer-
ence leadership, clergy and lay leadership
in local congregations to reach their goals
and fulfill the vision of becoming more
vital and healthy congregations.” 

Three main components help congrega-
tions see their church history, assess their
current church health and develop and set
goals for their future. Throughout the web-
site are descriptions of vital congregations
and resources to help congregations
become more vital. Churches are encour-
aged to share their stories of success and
achievement on the site. In October, anoth-
er component will be added that includes
resources to help congregations reach their
goals and in November, a best practices
component will be added.

The Vital Congregations project was
authorized by the Council of Bishops and
the Connectional Table in response to the
Call to Action research, which indicated a
lack of measures and accountability within
The United Methodist Church. The
research identified a vital congregation as
being one that has:

• Inviting and inspiring worship
• Engaged disciples in mission and out-

reach
• Gifted, equipped and empowered lay

leadership
• Effective, equipped and inspired cler-

gy leadership
• Small groups and strong children’s

programs and youth ministry
For more information, visit

UMVitalCongregations.org. 

Vital congregations
website empowers
churches



Want to increase your income?

A charitable remainder trust can 

help you increase your income for 

life and take advantage of numerous 

benefi ts including: 

INCOME FOR YOU,

YOUR FAMILY,

YOUR CHURCH

Copyright © 2007 Crescendo Interactive, Inc. IN0407

For more information on the benefi ts of 

establishing a charitable remainder trust, 

please contact us.

We look forward to helping you! 

• Income for a second generation

• Bypass of capital gains tax

• Charitable income tax deduction

• A family legacy at church

www.umf.org              225.346.1535              800.256.9317
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UMARMY works with Louisiana churches building wheelchair ramps, repairing homes

United Methodist Action Reach-out
Mission by Youth (UMARMY), sponsored
by the Texas Conference of the United
Methodist Church, sponsors week-long
service camps that draw more than 4,000
high school, college and adult participants
each summer. From June 12-18, Rev. Chris
McLain of McGuire United Methodist
Church in West Monroe and Rev. Shawn
Hornsby with First UMC in West Monroe
invited a group from UMARMY to North
Louisiana. 

Participating youth served as site lead-
ers, cooks, cleaning staff and worship lead-
ers. Adult leadership for the work camps
came from the two Louisiana churches and
from five East Texas churches including
Franklin UMC, Lane’s Chapel UMC in
Tyler, First UMC in Chandler, First UMC
in Troup, and First UMC in Atlanta, Tex.

Projects included home repairs such as
painting, repairing floors and steps, and
building wheelchair ramps. To find out
more about the project, visit
www.umarmy.org

Church position
in Beaumont, Tx.
trinity UmC in Beaumont, tex. is
seeking a full-time director of
Christian education. this person will
oversee all areas of Christian
education, working with a full-time
director of Children’s ministry and a
full-time director of Youth ministry.
Qualifications include a Bachelor’s
degree, preferably in education, or
graduate theological degree, and cer-
tification. Please send your resume to
nicole@trinitybmt.org or trinity UmC,
Attn: Nicole Watzlavik, Po Box 5247
Beaumont tX 77726.


