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Helping Haiti

Noel UMC / 5

Hagar’s House / 4

Facebook / 8
The Rev. Timothy Smith, pastor of the

Gretna United Methodist Church, recent-
ly returned from the town of La
Tremblay, Haiti where he, along with a
small group from St. Francisville United
Methodist Church, worked to help
rebuild a church that had been devastated
by the earthquake in January 2010.
Joining the volunteer work crew was a
local voodoo priest.

As Smith recalled his eight-day mis-
sion experience, he noted how he and the
priest were able to connect despite their
differences.

“Even though we had the language
barrier, we were kind of connecting and
kidding with one another,” he said. 

Smith, the priest, the work crew and
the other volunteers worked diligently to
help rebuild the church, even with con-
siderable obstacles. 

“When working with the cement, we
had to carry the sand, then we had to
carry the gravel, then we had to offload
the mortar to mix the cement,” he said.
“We had to mix the cement by hand for
two days because the cement mixer had-
n’t shown up from Port-au-Prince, Haiti.”

Along with cement mixing, there were
other tasks that were done by hand.

“They didn’t even have ladders,”
Smith said. “The walls were 14 feet tall
and when we actually had to get up high,
we put together 2-by-4’s and built a lad-
der.”

The lack of supplies allowed Smith to
be more appreciative of his life in the
United States.

“It was interesting because we take a
lot of things for granted here,” he said.
“When we were pouring cement I was
thinking to myself, ‘In New Orleans, you
get a cement truck with a large boom and

we get the cement poured” more quickly.
Along with helping rebuild the

church, another area of need caught
Smith’s attention. 

“We were staying in a school in the
community, which was about a five-
minute walk from the church,” he said.
“It was a two-story cinder block building.
You could tell it had had a new coat of
paint since the earthquake but it (the
paint) was already peeling off.”

Smith said instead of desks, there
were benches that he believed to have
been from the 1950s. There was also a
chalkboard that was over 50 years old,
along with one second-floor restroom and
three outhouses. The school’s kitchen
was a dirt floor room with two tables and
a handmade grill.

“One day, I was just walking around

United Methodist pastor leads team to Haiti

See Haiti, page 5

BY SHELITA DALTON

Rev. Tim Smith, pastor of Gretna United Methodist Church, is shown passing cement to a voodoo priest who joined
Rev. Smith’s volunteer team as they rebuilt a church in Tremblay, Haiti. The church had been destroyed by earth-
quakes in January of 2010. Smith was a part of one of several Louisiana Volunteers in Mission teams that have trav-
eled to Haiti to assist with recovery from the earthquakes. Read more on how to volunteer on page five, and find out
details about a Sept. 11 fundraiser for scholarships for Haitian children. The event will be held at Gretna UMC.
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As September 11, 2011 approaches

my thoughts, our thoughts, the thoughts

of the nation turn to that fateful day in

2001 when most of us watched in disbe-

lief as the Twin Towers were targeted

and destroyed.  In so many ways it seems

impossible that 10  years have inter-

vened.  Much has developed and hap-

pened in this period of time.

I was contacted by the president of

The Council of Bishops of The United

Methodist Church and asked for my

thoughts and comments on this tenth

anniversary of” 9/11.”  I was happy to

send my contribution to the letter that

follows.  I commend Bishop Goodpaster

for wording our feelings so well.  I com-

mend this letter to all for our reflection

on this upcoming day of remembrance.

On behalf of the Council of Bishops

of The United Methodist Church I greet

you in the name of Jesus the Christ in

whom "all the fullness of God was

pleased to dwell, and through him God

was pleased to reconcile to himself all

things, whether on earth or in heaven...."

(Colossians 1:19-20, NRSV)

On this, the occasion of the tenth

anniversary of the tragedy of September

11, 2001, I call United Methodists and all

people of faith to a renewed commitment

to ministry of reconciliation, and to being

witnesses of God's love and grace for

and in the whole world. As people of

faith we approach this anniversary with

the gifts of both memory and hope.

None of us who watched in shock

and horror as the events unfolded on that

fateful day in New York, Pennsylvania

and Washington DC will ever forget the

images. We remember the innocent lives

that were lost on that day. We remember

the first responders who put their lives on

the line to provide assistance in the midst

of the devastation. We remember the

ways in which the world reached out to

embrace us in our pain and grief. And we

remember the generous outpouring of

more than $20 million through the

United Methodist Committee on Relief

and our "Love in the Midst of Tragedy"

special offerings.

Even as we recall all of these events

of a decade ago, we are also a people

whose faith and hope in Christ Jesus

turns our hearts and lives toward the

future. We proclaim

the Resurrection

message that the

future belongs to

God's reconciled

new creation, and

we live toward that

time when the divid-

ing walls of hostility

will come down and

God will wipe away every tear, and

death will be no more. In a world of vio-

lence and revenge, of suspicion and fear,

of mistrust and hatred, we dare to pro-

claim an alternative vision known

throughout Scriptures as God's Shalom.

We believe that God works for good in

all things, and that the goodness and

mercy of God can overcome even the

most tragic events and experiences in

this world.

In the days and weeks ahead, com-

munities will be marking this anniversary

in a variety of ways, and we urge our

churches to lead in planning for and pro-

viding services of worship and prayer.

Let us build bridges of trust and reconcil-

iation through these services by inviting

and encouraging people of all faiths to

come together for prayer. Let us work for

personal and social holiness by practic-

ing John Wesley's General Rules for the

people called Methodist, especially to do

no harm and to do good. Let us seek to

restore a sense of hope for the future by

praying for and working for the healing

of broken relationships. Let us remember

that day of pain, suffering, and grief; but

let us also seek to bind up the wounds

and renew our efforts to work for peace

with justice.

Above all else let us live as faithful

followers of the Prince of Peace and, in

the words of the author of the Letter to

the Colossians: "As God's chosen ones,

holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with

compassion, kindness, humility, meek-

ness and patience. Bear with one another

and, if anyone has a complaint against

another, forgive each other...."

(Colossians 3:12-13, NRSV) May our

memory and our hope unite to move all

of us toward peace and inspire us to live

with compassion, confidence and

courage.

Larry M. Goodpaster, President

The Council of Bishops

The United Methodist Church 
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ON THE JOURNEY

On the Tenth Anniversary of 9/11

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

The Lewis Center for Church
Leadership of Wesley Theological
Seminary will offer an additional session of
the free webinar, Expand Your Church’s
Income Sources, on Thursday, Sept. 22,
2011, from 4-5 p.m. EDT. The webinar, led
by Lewis Center Director Lovett H.
Weems, Jr., will teach participants about a
range of income sources available for
churches. Participants will also receive

worksheets and instruction to help them
assess which sources make the most sense
for their congregations.

Those interested in participating in the
second session of this Webinar may visit
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/regis-
ter/661075830 for more information and to
register. Registration is limited, so those
interested should register soon.

The Native American Leadership Academy, sponsored by the Native American
International Caucus of The United Methodist Church, was held July 18-23 in
Honolulu, Hawaii. Several representatives from the Louisiana Conference attend-
ed the event, which focused on “equipping new leaders to live out the vision.”
Members of the caucus fed the homeless who live in tents on the eastern side of
the island of Oahu. Pictured are Kenrock Verret of Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac
and Ann Marshall, chairperson of the Native American International Caucus, and
other members who volunteered for the outreach project.

Webinar on income sources Sept. 22

Missy Buchanan, special contributor to
the United Methodist Reporter, will be at
Mount Sequoyah Oct. 17-20 as the keynote
speaker for the Leaves of Gold senior adult
retreat. Buchanan will speak about current
issues relevant to aging. Also, Sequoyah
Guess, seventh generation grandson to
Chief Sequoyah, Native American states-
man, will offer his renowned storytelling.

Offered during the event is an excursion to
the Cherokee Heritage Museum in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma. For costs and
details, please visit the website or call
Karen Stauffacher at (800) 760-8126 or
email registration@mountsequoyah.org
The website address is
http://www.mountsequoyah.org/Mount_Se
quoyah/GROUP_EVENTS.html

Leaves of Gold planned Oct. 17-20



New York, NY, August 18, 2011—With
celebratory singing and dancing, 25 candi-
dates processed down the aisle of the
Interchurch Center chapel in New York
City to be commissioned as US-2s and
Mission Interns by the General Board of
Global Ministries of The United Methodist
Church. 

Among them was Marjorie Hurder, a
missionary through the US-2 program and
a member of the Louisiana Annual
Conference.  Hurder is assigned to
Crossroads Urban Center in Salt Lake City,
Utah in the Rocky Mountain Annual
Conference.  Crossroads Urban Center pro-
vides services to low income people and
engages in public policy advocacy on
behalf of those living in poverty. It coordi-
nates the efforts of the Anti-Hunger Action
Committee and the Homeless
Opportunities and Rights Network. It is
also a major participant in the Utah
Coalition of Religious Communities, which
addresses a broad range of issues affecting
the poor. Marjorie serves as a legislative
intern for the coalition and does communi-
ty organizing on behalf of the center’s
goals. 

Marjorie Hurder
is a native of Baton
Rouge, Louisiana,
in the Louisiana
Annual Conference.
She is a member of
University United
Methodist Church
in Baton Rouge and
was active in the
Parkway Heights
United Methodist
Church in
Hattiesburg,
Mississippi, while
she was enrolled in
the University of
Southern Mississippi there. She worked
with children at Parkway Heights and as an
intern at the university’s Wesley
Foundation. Her Bachelor of Arts degree is
in history.

Thomas Kemper, who leads the mission
agency, welcomed the young people.
“Thank you for saying, ‘Here I am Lord. I
am ready to make a difference in the
world.’ Thank you for being ready to serve
and giving us the opportunity to celebrate

with you.” Addressing
those gathered in person
and online (950 page
views, 431 unique views,
and 95 commenters) to
support the missionaries,
he said, “My hope is that
no one will leave this cel-
ebration unchanged.”

US-2 missionaries
serve in ministries of jus-
tice in the United States
for two-year terms, and
Mission Interns serve half
of a three-year term out-
side the U.S. and half in

their home country. 
The missionaries, aged 20-30 years old,

spent three weeks together in prayer, meet-
ing with Global Ministries staff and partici-
pating in training sessions.

.Marjorie grew up in the church. She
recalls: "I was introduced to the concept of
Jesus Christ as a baby in a manger under
the Christmas tree and as a fellow who
could do such neat things as walk on water,
feed 5,000 people with one kid's lunch, and
turn water into wine. Yes, I prayed and

went to youth groups, and mission trips,
but I never felt particularly close to Jesus
as anything more than an abstract concept.

"Once I got to college, though, I formed
relationships with people who had much
closer relationships to Jesus than I did…I
experienced the love that comes from
growing in relationship with others and
with God. I met nuns in Miami who dedi-
cated their lives to serving the homeless. I
met homeless people who served their fel-
low men and women. [I learned] that Jesus
loves us beyond all our comprehension and
expects us to share that love with the world
in unexpected and radical ways."

Strongly influenced by the staff and pro-
gram of the Wesley Foundation in
Hattiesburg, Marjorie attended a discern-
ment retreat of the General Board of
Global Ministries and felt the call to mis-
sion service, especially in ministry with the
poor.

During her US-2 period, she hopes to
discern God's ongoing call and "to explore
how I can use the experience to help fur-
ther God's kingdom and be in mission with
the poor."

3SePtemBeR 9, 2011
Louisiana Conference Now!

The United Methodist Foundation of
Louisiana has selected 19 Louisiana pastors
based on their leadership potential to par-
ticipate in a new training course designed
to assist emerging clergy leaders in devel-
oping their potential for fruitful leadership.

Applicants were selected for two groups
of leadership training. The first is a two-
year course called Leadership Excellence
Advancement Program or LEAP. Fifteen
pastors were chosen for LEAP among
those who have been ordained for at least
five years, yet still have 15 years or more
remaining before mandatory retirement
age.

The Foundation is sponsoring a second
group of four specially chosen pastors from
the Louisiana Conference for the Advanced
Pastoral Leadership (APL), a five year
advanced training course led by the Texas
Annual Conference. Applicants for APL
were selected from among those who are
ordained in the United Methodist Church
and have 30 years of potential remaining

service to the church. 
Participants for each group also were

required to have exhibited gifts in leading
their church in professions of faith, worship
attendance, membership, missional out-
reach ministries, and financial giving.
Additionally, each applicant’s qualifications
were affirmed by lay leaders of the church
they serve.

LEAP and APL participants were recog-
nized August 16 at a luncheon at the City
Club of Baton Rouge. LEAP participants
are Rev. Elaine Burleigh, First UMC,
Crowley; Rev. Beverly Connelly, St. Paul
UMC, Shreveport; Rev. Hadley Edwards,
Bethany UMC, Gretna; Dr. Steve Fowler,
Northpoint UMC, Shreveport; Rev. Mark
Goins, First UMC, Gonzales; Rev. Jan
Holloway Curwick, St. Francisville UMC;
Rev. Erica Jenkins, Thomas UMC, Kenner;
Dr. Jack O’Dell, The Well UMC,
Ponchatoula; Rev. Lamar Oliver, North
Cross UMC, Madisonville; Rev. Wybra
Price, First UMC, Slidell; Rev. Roger

Templeton, St. Luke Simpson UMC, Lake
Charles; Rev. Donnie Wilkinson,
Thibodaux UMC; Rev. Gary Willis,
Aldersgate UMC, Slidell; Rev. Ricky
Willis, First UMC, Pineville; and Rev.
Nancy Wofford, Faith Community UMC,
Broussard.

APL participants are Rev. Stephen Fife,
Asbury UMC, Lafayette; Rev. Juan
Huertas, St. John’s UMC, Baton Rouge;
Rev. Katie McKay Simpson, First UMC,
Baton Rouge; and Rev. Leslie Stephens,
Faith Crossing UMC, Walker.

Participants will learn from a variety of
leadership pastors and community leaders
and Rev. Janice Virtue, leadership consult-
ant and educator, will serve as program
guide. She is an ordained elder in the UMC
and holds a master of divinity from Perkins
School of Theology and an MBA from
Indiana University. 

Session topics will cover issues such as
discernment of leadership gifts and creation
of development goals; current realities of

the United Methodist Church, engaging
staff and congregation in strategic plan-
ning; implementing change and managing
resistance; preaching content and style;
budgets and basic church accounting,
money sermons and personal financial
planning; and setting a personalized growth
and development plan. 

Participants will contribute $250 per
year toward the costs of the programs and
commit to attend all sessions. The
Foundation has committed up to $250,000
to support this initiative. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was
founded in 1975 and serves United
Methodist churches, institutions and indi-
viduals within the Louisiana Annual
Conference, providing financial guidance
and education, loans and grants.  It is one
of the largest United Methodist
Foundations in the denomination.

Revs. Donnie Wilkinson, Leslie Stephens, Gary Willis, Erica Jenkins and Stephen Fife are pictured at a recent gathering for participants in a new leadership class for
pastors offered by the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana. Nineteen clergy have been selected for the course based on their leadership potential.

Louisiana United Methodist Foundation selects pastors for inaugural leadership class

Marjorie Hurder

United Methodist from Louisiana commissioned as missionary Aug. 18



Asbury United Methodist Church in
Bossier City recently sent seven of its
members to Rayne, La. to assist with disas-
ter recovery from devastating tornadoes
that hit the southeastern part of the country
earlier this year.  

Ronnie Lawrence, Angela Pfanner,
Emily Watkins, Molly McAdoo, Carrie
Bridges, Clayton Caraway and myself,
Brian Johnston, served as team members.    

We pulled into Rayne and were greeted
with open arms and welcoming smiles
from the local church leaders at Centenary
United Methodist Church.  Our group set-
tled into our bunks in the church’s fellow-
ship hall.    

The next morning, the team went right
to work on putting a tin roof on a porch
and replacing some back steps on the home
of a family of four.  The girls of the group
quickly fell in love with the little girl of the
house and spent time playing and laughing

with her.  They worked on the inside of the
house patching a wall and then painted the
ceiling of another home down the street.    

The family was very pleased with our
work and it was a blessing to see the smiles
on their faces and see them on their porch
admiring our hard work.  The work was
strenuous and it was very hot.  We were
tired and dirty at the end of the day.  We
were sore in the mornings and weary
before starting our day, but those smiles
and the thanks as we gathered our materi-
als to leave made every drop of sweat well
worth the work we put into the home.  

Although we did help out families in
need, I think the team got the better deal on
the mission trip. . .  That is the gift God
gives those of us who reach out to others in
need.  Our gift is not tangible.   

So, was it worth sweating in the humid
Louisiana summer to gain a better under-
standing of where God is in our lives?
Where do I sign up for the next one? 
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BY BRIAN JOHNSTON

Hagar’s House, a sanctuary for women
and children in New Orleans, will host a
benefit concert at First Grace United
Methodist Church, 3401 Canal Street in
New Orleans, on Sept. 22 from 6-9:30 p.m. 

Hagar’s House offers an open and
empowering residential community,
resource assistance, and a safe place for
women and children to transition into per-
manent housing. 

This night of music, food and celebra-
tion benefits the women and children of
Hagar’s House. Performers include
Germaine Bazzle, Zion Trinity, Tricia
Boutte, Amy Alvarez, Alex Bosworth,
andother talented performers from the New
Orleans area. Food is generously provided
by The Ruby Slipper, Mandina’s, Café
Degas, Café Abyssinia, Venezia, Nonna
Mia, Katie’s, Redemption, La Divina and
other “decadent” local restaurants. Tickets
start at $40 per person.

Paul Longstreth, a local musician who
is one of the event’s organizers, said, “This
is such a great organization that falls under
the radar too often. We wanted to do some-
thing to create more awareness in order to
be able to provide more resources for those
in need.”

Hagar’s House got its start two years
after Hurricane Katrina. At the time, nearly
12,000 people living in New Orleans were
homeless, with hundreds living in a tent
city in front of City Hall.  A local organiza-
tion serving the homeless approached First
Grace United Methodist Church and asked

the church to temporarily house people.
Despite the fact that First Grace had not
repainted its walls, fixed its floor, or pur-
chased pews since the hurricane, the
church council unanimously said “of
course.” Four AmeriCorps volunteers from
Mississippi and Louisiana (who lived
inside the church) proposed opening a
women’s shelter in the building. Two
weeks later, the volunteer area of the
church became Hagar’s House, a home for
women. 

Since opening in 2007, over 80 women
and children have found sanctuary, rest,
and a home at Hagar’s House. Currently,
Hagar’s House has fully rebuilt a new
home, transitioned from an overnight
emergency shelter to a 24/7 residential
community, expanded its program to
include both women and children, and
implemented holistic health, social justice
and resident savings programs.

“I had seen the darkest side of mankind
before we saw the light at Hagar’s House.
Every morning I wake up and see my chil-
dren safe and happy, I hit my knees and
thank God for this place,” said Darkus, a
former resident who is pictured above.  

For more information about the benefit
concert, or to purchase tickets, please visit
www.HagarsHouseNOLA.org or call (504)
210-5064. 

Hagar’s House works in partnership
with
www.FirstGraceCommunityAlliance.org,
its supporting 501c3.

As an ongoing mission project, Belle
Chasse United Methodist Church has gath-
ered items to fill  boxes for our troops
overseas. To date, the church has sent out
13 boxes to soldiers serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Project organizers are now
looking for names of loved ones serving
overseas. If you know someone that would

like to have a box, please email the name
and address to Marsha Fisher, church sec-
retary. She can be reached at 8375 Hwy.
23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037-2648; or
phone, (504) 394-1976; or email,
methchurchb@bellsouth.net or bellechasse-
umc@bellsouth.net

Hagar’s House hosts benefit September 22

Belle Chasse UMC

Asbury UMC - Bossier City

Algiers UMC

First United Methodist Church in Pineville held a “Blessing of the Backpacks”
service on August 14. The children brought their backpacks to church where a
special prayer was offered for them and for all teachers before they returned to
school. Each child also received a cross to put on their backpack to remind them
that God is with them every day, everywhere they go.....even at school!!

First UMC - Pineville

Junior “chefs” enjoy Vacation Bible School at Algiers United Methodist Church.
Like many local churches in Louisiana, the “Shake It Up” theme was central.



In Tangipahoa Parish, 70 percent of the
children live below the poverty level. Most
of these children rely on school lunches to
avoid hunger.

In response to the need for meals pro-
vided during the summer, members of First
United Methodist Church in Ponchatoula
prepared and delivered meals every
Wednesday to 60 of these children. The
food was delivered to a site in Ponchatoula
where the kids could be easily fed.

Every week, the food was prepared by
Mission Committee Chair Don Hutches.
The food was brought to First UMC, where
eight to 10 members of the congregation
would box the meals and deliver them to a
neighboring church serving a poor area of
the town.

Church members hope that the mission
outreach can grow so that next summer,
several meals per week can be provided to
these children affected by poverty.
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and I just kind of felt God saying we could
do something here to help make improve-
ments for the children,” he said. “So, I
brought an interpreter along with me and I
sat down to talk to the director of the
school and asked what were their greatest
needs since the earthquake.”

After speaking with the director, Smith
learned that one of the most pressing needs
was scholarships for the students.

“Because the earthquake had raised
such havoc on their economy like
Hurricane Katrina did with ours, their
enrollment had gone from 285 to 185 stu-
dents,” he said. “I asked how much school
was per student for the year and she said
$100. I thought to myself, $100 is like giv-
ing up a coffee shop visit a week or giving
up a fast food meal a week. Any of us can
do that.”

Although he is now back from Haiti,
Smith’s work is not done. He, along with

his church, is currently working to raise
money for more scholarships. They are
also putting together a fundraiser. All dona-
tions will either go to aiding in other
rebuilding efforts in Haiti or to providing
more scholarships for Haitian students. 

“Our worship band, Committed, decid-
ed to donate their time to have a concert
for the community with the purpose that
we’ll do a love offering to raise money to
be sent to help rebuild Haiti,” he said.
“We’ve got phenomenal musicians. Our
keyboardist is the keyboardist for Irma
Thomas, our guitarist is one of the top two
jazz guitarists in the city, our first drummer
played with the Temptations and our saxo-
phonist is world-renowned.” 

Along with the musicians, there will
also be singing. The event will take place
on Sept. 11 at 5 p.m. at Gretna United
Methodist Church, 1309 Whitney Ave.,
Terrytown. Everyone is welcome.
Reprinted with permission from the Times
Picayune.

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission
(LAVIM) has been actively sending
teams to Haiti since the earthquake
occurred. According to
UMVIM/UMCOR policy for Haiti
teams, team leaders must be certified
through LAVIM team leader training and
have prior experience on a Haitian
team. For the rest of 2011, there are two
teams scheduled in September and one
in November. In January of 2012, anoth-
er LAVIM team departs for Port au
Prince.

Teams are assigned work sites
according to the priorities of the Haitian
Methodist Church and under the direc-
tion of Tom Vencuss, director of the
Haitian Response. LAVIM works closely
with Rev. Vencuss and Susan Meister,
the registrar for United Methodist

Haitian response efforts. Those wishing
to schedule teams to Haiti or volunteer
for an existing team should contact Larry
Norman, director of LAVIM at (225)
346-1646. If you do not have a certified
team leader, one can be assigned until
you have the necessary training and
Haitian mission experience. Team costs
run in the neighborhood of $1,500 per
person, which includes air, in-country
transportation, insurance, meals and
lodging. Each team is responsible for
raising an additional $3,500 for materials
which is matched by UMCOR for a total
of $7,000 in materials. LAVIM teams are
commonly assigned to the LaTremblay
church and school rebuilds, the Port au
Prince Methodist orphanage, or the
Dasmas Church rebuild.

LAVIM returns to Haiti this fall

Members of a  Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team to Haiti are shown, right, taking a rare break from the work of rebuilding a church damaged by the earthquakes of
2010. While in Haiti, the team was housed in a primary school and was moved by the poor conditions of the facility. Rev. Tim Smith, team member and pastor of
Gretna UMC, has organized a Sept. 11 fundraiser aimed as raising funds for scholarships for the Haitian children. Money for 52 scholarships has been raised so far.

Haiti, from page 1

Noel UMC - Shreveport

First UMC - Pontchatoula

A few Noel Community Arts Program board members got together for Painting
with a Twist. They “had a blast” recreating a piece called “May Flowers” in prepa-
ration for the Noel Community Arts Program paint party coming this fall. Pictured
are Tony Reans, Debbie Engle, Danielle Reans, Vickie Young, and Rachel Scott.



First United Methodist Church in Lake
Arthur held Vacation Bible School July 25-
29, top, for fourth through sixth graders.
Student helpers were Kate Boudreaux and
Elizabeth Pettijohn.  Adult leaders included
Betty Wade, Shirley Brown, Bonnie Reine,
Jeanette Steward, Kathy Mack, Jackie
Hymel, Faye Broussard and Rev.
LaMarylis Cotten, pastor. In addition, the
UMW group at First UMC gathered and
delivered school supplies to the Dulac
Community Center on Aug. 14. Pictured,
center, at the Dulac center are, left to right,
Mack, Brown, Jamie Billiot (Director of
the Dulac Community Center), Rev.

Cotten, Nicky Bertrand, Valerie Sonnier
and Gertrude Vaughan. In the same spirit,
Gueydan United Methodist Church, also
pastored by Rev. Cotton, presented school
supplies to the Dulac Community Center
on July 12. United Methodist Women from
the church spearheaded the project. Shown
are, kneeling, Billiot, two members of the
center’s staff and Jamie’s daughter. In the
back row, are, an unidentified member of
the Houma Tribal Council, Rev. Cotton,
Carolyn Sirmon, Mildred Hair, Marjorie
Hartwell, Caledonia Searle, Jane Hair and
Bonnie Fontenot.
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Bayou Blue United Methodist Church
in Houma held Vacation Bible School the
week of July 25. There were approximately
60 children in attendance. The theme this
year was Shakin’ It Up, based on mixing
up God’s scriptures to apply to our lives.
The children, ages 4-15, enjoyed crafts,
hamburgers, pizzas, hot dogs and more.

Each year, Bayou Blue’s VBS mission
includes the Money March, a competition
between boys and girls collecting pennies.
The mission this year was to give to the
Honduran children’s breakfast program

conducted by Laurie Matherne, who’s
mom is a member of Bayou Blue UMC. A
DVD is made of the week’s activities at
VBS and sold as a fundraiser. That money
also goes to the mission program. In addi-
tion, the children brought canned goods
each night that were contributed to the
local food bank.

Even though the church has a small
number of children, the VBS program
attracts many children from surrounding
neighborhoods. Lucy Fanguy served as
VBS director.

St. Luke United Methodist Church and
Magnolia UMC held a joint service at
Magnolia’s sanctuary in Greenwell Springs
on July 31. St. Luke’s chancel choir, chil-
dren’s choir and liturgical dancers per-
formed during the service.  The two con-
gregations also shared a meal in the

church’s Family Life center.  A special
offering was collected during the service to
support Camp Istrouma.  Rev. Marguerite
Rheams is pastor of St. Luke UMC and
Rev. Lewis Morris is pastor of Magnolia
UMC.

First UMC - Lake Arthur 
Gueydan UMC

Bayou Blue UMC - Houma

St. Luke UMC - Greenwell Springs
Magnolia UMC - Greenwell Springs



The General Board of Discipleship sug-
gests the following tools that can better
equip churches to make disciples of Jesus
Christ.

-Learn how to improve your Young
Adult Ministry. Attend the Young Adult
Summit on Oct. 21-23 in Austin, Texas,
and discuss five challenges facing young
adult ministry in the United Methodist
Church. By sharing experiences and best
practices, young adults and adult workers
in ministry with young adults will explore
ways to address these challenges and dis-
cuss how to resource the UMC to better
reach and minister with young adults. Find
more information or register at
http://bit.ly/nK4nsq.

-Learn what it means to be Christian
and Methodist in the 21st century. Attend
the Wesleyan Leadership Conference 2011,
Oct. 13-15 in Nashville. Participants will

explore the vision, message and method
that helped John Wesley lead a revival
among the people called Methodists. Dr.
Elaine Health from the Perkins School of
Theology in Dallas will discuss her vision
for new models of Wesleyan community.
Contact Steve Manskar, GBOD’s Director
of Wesleyan Leadership, for more informa-
tion at smanskar@gbod.org or register at
www.gbod.org/wesleyanleadership.

-Pray the same prayer each day with
millions of Christians around the world.
Use The Upper Room daily devotional
guide and join others worldwide who are
reading one of the 40 editions of the publi-
cation in more than 100 countries. Since its
beginning 75 years ago, the devotional
guide has become the place where the
world meets to pray. Learn more and share
this video with others: http://wherethe-
worldmeetstopray.org.
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St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
and the North Rampart Community Center
have a long and venerable history of lead-
ership in the areas of gender, civil rights,
and education. A program entitled “100
Years of Social Change,” will be held
Saturday, September 24, 2011 from 2 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. in St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church, 1130 North Rampart St.
Open to the public, this program features

the noted artist Skylar Fein, the author Dr.
Ellen Blue, and Jefferey Parker, Executive
Director of the North Rampart Community
Center. A new exhibit case with historic
items will be dedicated, and refreshments
will be served. Come learn about the
church and community center’s history and
significant contributions to social change in
New Orleans.

The United Methodist Task Force on
Disability Ministries is pleased to
announce a new free resource available to
all who are interested in helping their
churches and organizations become more
inclusive and accessible. The VOICE, an
electronic newsletter, is issued 11 times a
year and covers a variety of topics. The
focus is on concise information about
United Methodist individuals, churches,
agencies, and annual conferences who

are making a difference in the lives of per-
sons with physical, intellectual, develop-
mental, and psychological disabilities.
Every issue also provides a review of web,
print, and/or media resources useful for
ministry and lists upcoming disability-relat-
ed events. See the newsletter below for a
sample copy. Check the archives at
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs017/11
745249463/archive/1105342717839.html
for back issues and a link to subscribe. 
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More than 15 United Methodist Colleges 
from several states represented

Register online at www.bishopscollegeday.org
Free for all High School Students and Parents

TOPS Information Table

First United Methodist Church
Conference Center
930 North Boulevard  Baton Rouge 
Louisiana   70802  225.383.4777

Program will feature mini-lectures 
on the following topics:
      Course scheduling
           Standardized Testing
     Scholarships
     Application Essay Writing
    

               Plus a keynote presentation from 
       General Charles Krulak, President of 
 Birmingham Southern College
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Estate Planning made easy:
Foundation offers Free Estate
Planning Course written for
Louisiana residents

Does everyone need a will? Can I use a “do-it-yourself” will kit I
found online? What is community property? What happens if I die with-
out a will? What is an advance directive?

You can get easy explanations for these questions and many more like them in the United
Methodist Foundation’s free estate planning course, available now.

Frightening statistics show that fewer than 30% of all American adults have a will or other
estate plan in place, and among minorities, the numbers are even lower.

The most common reasons for not having a will – an expressed intention of what should be
done with one’s property after death—are that people think they don’t have enough wealth to
warrant one and they don’t know how to begin creating one.

The Foundation created “It’s Different in Louisiana,” a free course to help people begin the
process of creating an estate plan. This is a five-week “seminar-by-mail” written by Mark Fry, a
Baton Rouge attorney who is Board Certified in Estate Planning and Administration, certified
by the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization, and a Certified Public Accountant. 

Louisiana laws are unique from those of the other 49 states, so the course is written specifi-
cally with Louisiana residents in mind.

Since it was first offered in February, nearly 230 individuals and families have enrolled. In
results from a written post-course survey, 100% of the participants found the course to be bene-
ficial, and 100% believed the course was written in an easily understandable fashion. 

According to many participants, the highlight of the course was receiving the free will
planner booklet upon completion of the course. As one participant commented in the
survey, “With these instructions, now maybe I’ll finally get my will done.”

You can’t take it with you, as the old saying goes, so leave instruc-
tions for your property and your legacy through a will. If you need help
getting started, “It’s Different in Louisiana” is for you.

The course is ongoing and participants may enroll at any time. To enroll, sign up
on the Foundation’s website at  www.umf.org or call (225) 346-1535.

Three ways to make disciples of Christ

Resource assists disability ministries



(225) 346-1535  (800) 256-9317

www.umf.org

Tired of riding the 

fi nancial rollercoaster?

If the current market volatility feels like a scary 

rollercoaster ride, a charitable gift annuity can 

provide the stable income you need.

A charitable gift annuity offers:

• fi xed income for life

• an immediate charitable tax deduction

• ability to use appreciated assets and partially 

bypass capital gains tax

• A partially tax-free income

• Support for your family 

and church

It’s your choice-- stay on the 

scary ride or get off the 

rollercoaster and lock in a 

fi xed income for a future 

you can count on.

Single Life*

Charitable 

Gift Annuity 

Rates

   Age          Rate 

 70 5.8%

 75 6.5

 80 7.5

 85 8.4

 90+ 9.8

*Two-life rates are lower.
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Out of the Box Worship Center  in Virginia easily lives up to its name
Out of the Box Worship Center in

Hillsville, Va., is living up to its name.
Holston Conference has labeled it “one of
the fastest new-church starts in United
Methodism.” So, how is this small-town
church, nestled in the Blue Ridge
Mountains, growing so rapidly? Two
words: social media.

An extension of First United Methodist
Church of Hillsville, Out of the Box
launched in January 2011 in an old store
on Main Street. Within two months, the
church had almost reached its 180-person
capacity and added a second service to
accommodate growth.

Pastor Ronnie G. Collins said, “When
the church first started, we placed one full-
page ad in the local newspaper, but every
last bit of promotion other than that was on
Facebook, Twitter and blogs. All of our
advertising was done virtually cost-free.”

Collins entered the social media revolu-
tion four years ago when a youth ministry
member dared him to join MySpace. With
a bit of reluctance, he quickly realized the
power of online networking for ministry.
Today, he connects with thousands through
Facebook, Twitter, his blog and the
church’s blog. “Jesus hung out where the
people were, and today the people hang
out on Facebook,” Collins explained.

Then there’s YouTube. Collins hosts
Three-Minute Thursdays, a weekly three-
minute series that offers the biblical per-
spective to questions like, “What does God
think of tattoos?” Viewers, some of whom
Collins has never even met, email suggest-
ed topics.

Collins has discovered that people are
open to sharing their faith online. He urges
them to share (or tweet) about it whenever
the mood strikes—even during Sunday
morning service.

“We encourage people to tweet, to tell
their friends what they’re finding out in the
service. One woman has brought 30 people
to this church by impacting people on
Facebook,” he said.

Expansion of the church’s web ministry
continues. They are testing an online life
group designed for members who cannot
attend a regularly scheduled meeting. So
far, it’s a hit.

The message of Christ is the same at
Out of the Box, but the method used to
share it sets the church apart. Collins tells
his congregation, “We’re not going to do
things like everyone else does them just to
be a part of the crowd.”

10thousanddoors.org


