
As part of the 2011 Louisiana Annual
Conference focus on ministry with the
poor, United Methodist churches
throughout the state have made extraordi-
nary commitments of money and service
to alleviate the suffering of the poor.
Each local church was asked to make a
formal commitment for service at the
2011 Louisiana Annual Conference in
Shreveport. Here are a few reports on
some of the exciting work that is being
accomplished by our churches. 

The Mission Society of Asbury
United Methodist Church in Natchitoches
(Alexandria District) hosted a women’s
workshop entitled “Fruit of the Spirit.”
Area churches were invited to attend the
program which emphasized helping the

sick, shut-ins and those in need.
Participants donated diabetic socks which
were distributed to nursing homes. The
church also feeds the sick and shut-ins on
the third Sunday of each month.
Volunteers send cards, make telephone
calls, and visit the nursing homes and
hospitals in our area. 

Colfax United Methodist Church
(Alexandria District) has teamed with the
Cenla Food Bank and Colfax Elementary
School to sponsor impoverished children
in the food bank’s Backpack Program.
Through the program, 15 children in
need have been identified by the school.
Church volunteers raise money to pro-
vide for food from the Food Bank which
is then placed in the children’s backpacks

on a weekly basis.  
DeQuincy United Methodist Church

(Lake Charles District) is involved in
several projects with the Community
Outreach Center, GRACE camp and
working collaboratively with the local
Catholic church to provide food at
Thanksgiving.  

First United Methodist Church in
Alexandria has supported a host of initia-
tives in ministry with the poor. The 50/50
Sunday School class has provided
snacks, meals, clothing and needed items
for organizations such as Boys and Girls
Club, Salvation Army, Manna House and
Hope House. Through the church’s
STARS program, 45 area students have
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Ministry with the poor

World AIDS Day / 8

UMW Section / 3-6

L.E.A.D. / 8 

The Louisiana United Methodist
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21,
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our
denomination’s global initiative dedicated
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with

the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held
May 14 of this year, all of our local church-
es are encouraged to participate in this very
special event.

The Conference Global Health
Initiative Task Force is preparing for the

Imagine No Malaria 5K/Walks and plans
on facilitating separate runs in strategic
locations throughout the state of Louisiana
on April 21. Race directors are mapping

Local churches ramp up ministry with the poor

See 5K, page 2

2012 Change the World event: Conference-wide 5K/Fun runs

A volunteer from
Bethany United
Methodist Church in
New Orleans works
with an elementary
school student during
one of the church’s
outreach efforts held
on the conference-
wide Day of Caring
held May 14, 2011.
Day of Caring was the
focal point of the
year-long conference
focus on ministry
with the poor. As part
of this focus, United
Methodist churches
throughout the state
have made year-long
commitments to alle-
viating the suffering
of the poor. The arti-
cle below chronicles
a number of the
efforts of local
churches as they
have carried out
these projects and
programs.

See With the poor, page 8 
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Please read this letter from the Council of Bishops that was dis-

tributed across the connection on Thursday, Nov. 10.  Share it with

your congregations as I share it with you. 

I will be writing a regular column for the next edition of the

Louisiana Now!, which will lift up Louisiana Volunteers in Mission

and the wonderful ministry of mission teams throughout our con-

ference as they serve locally and globally.

In Christ's Love, Bishop William W. Hutchinson

November 10, 2011 

Dear United Methodist Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ who calls us to faithfulness during a time

of great and unsettling change around the world that God loves so deeply and also

within the Body of Christ where Jesus is both head and redeemer. 

We give thanks for each one of you as you seek to be faithful witnesses and fruitful

disciples wherever God has called you to live and share the grace that offers salvation

to the world. Your faithfulness brings encouragement, inspiration and hope to us and to

all who live in the influence of your witness. 

In a time when the world seems to be torn apart with division, inequality, injustice,

hatred and violence, as Christians we bear responsibility to give witness to "a more

excellent way" (1Corinthians 12:31). The church is not exempt from struggles. We are

not the first to experience upheaval in culture and church and we are not the first to

have serious and deep disagreements about issues of great importance. 

One of the deep disagreements and divisions within the church is over the practice

of homosexuality, recently heightened by a group of clergy who have declared that they

will perform holy unions in opposition to the Book of Discipline. This has caused dif-

ferent experiences of deep pain throughout the church. As the bishops of the church, we

commit ourselves to be in prayer for the whole church and for the brokenness our com-

munities experience. Furthermore, we "implore families and churches not to reject or

condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry

for and with all persons" (par. 161F). We will continue to offer grace upon grace to all

in the name of Christ. 

At times like these we call upon each other to remember and renew our covenant

with God and with one another as United Methodist Christians. As bishops chosen,

consecrated and assigned by the Church, we declare once again our commitment to be

faithful to this covenant we have made. As the Council of Bishops we will uphold the

Book of Discipline as established by General Conference. 

Even in the midst of our differences, we believe that we can together be about our

mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We invite 

all United Methodists, lay and clergy, to join us in strengthening our congregations

unto greater vitality for the sake of our mission. 

To that end, may we continue to live together in the spirit of Philippians 2:1-5: 

Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any sharing

in the Spirit, any sympathy, complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the

same love, being united and agreeing with each other. Don’t do anything for selfish

purposes but with humility think of others as better than yourselves. Instead of each

person watching out for their own good, watch out for what is better for others. Adopt

the attitude that was in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 2:1-5). 

Your brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church
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ON THE JOURNEY

A letter from the Council of Bishops

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

out details for each of the runs. These vol-
unteers are United Methodists from our
local churches who are also members of
local certified running clubs. Guidelines
and support provided by local running
clubs will play key roles in putting on the
runs. The race directors will work with vol-
unteer committees, and the committees will
engage other volunteers from as many
local churches as possible in planning and
putting on these events.  As with our “Day
of Caring” event, there is a task for every
size church. Depending on available volun-
teers and resources, churches can:

•Provide a representative on one of the
race planning committees 

•Provide volunteers for the day of the

run/walk 
•Provide participants in one of the

run/walks 
•Gather prayer partners to offer up

prayers on April 21 for the success of the
event and the safety of the participants

With the Imagine No Malaria
Run/Walks, all of our churches will be
working in unison to make this event a
huge success. The race sites have been
chosen to make volunteering as convenient
as possible for every local church. This
type of event has a strong appeal for chil-
dren, youth and young adults!  Details
regarding the conference-wide event are
progressing in order to give churches as
much time as possible to plan for participa-
tion. For more information, contact Betty
Backstrom at bettybackstrom@la-umc.org

5K, from page 1

Louisiana Conference Now!
William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop

Don Cottrill Provost

Betty Backstrom Editor

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month.

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years.
(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.)

Send subscriptions, news and information to:  
Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 

(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax   

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at
http://www.la-umc.org

The Child-Sized Church:
Bible, Worship, Mission

Children’s Ministry Training
Hosted by the New Orleans District Ministry Team

Jan. 7, 2012

St. Charles United Methodist Church

1905 Ormond Blvd., Destrahan, La.

Cost: $3 or $5 after Jan. 1, 2012

Lunch will be provided

Focus on Children’s Church, Being the Church After School,
Vacation Bible School, Working with Tweens, and more

Contact Mary Anne Schindler, (985) 764-8386 or 
beronco@hotmail.com



The 2011 UMW
Annual Meeting held
on October 7-8 at
Broadmoor UMC,
Shreveport, was filled
with many memorable
moments.  The theme
“Honoring the Past;
Nurturing the Future”
certainly lent itself to
that purpose.  The
scripture was also
appropriate. 

“One generation will commend your
works to another; they will tell of your
mighty acts. They will speak of the glori-
ous splendor of your majesty, and I will
meditate on your wonderful works.”  Psalm
145: 4-5 (NIV)

The American Rose Center, located in
Shreveport, is the largest rose garden in
North America.  Honoring this attraction
was our logo of the heirloom rose in full
bloom and the newly formed rose gave us a
tangible picture of the idea behind the
event.  The theme’s focus was on honoring
our past presidential leaders and the nurtur-
ing of new leadership for our Conference
organization.   Several of our past
Conference presidents were invited to
come and participate in the development of
the program.

I can’t help being especially proud that
this event took place in my own District of
Shreveport under the leadership of our
District President, Shirley Ledbetter and
her executive team.  They, with the help of
several Conference Executive Officers,
busied themselves for several months with
detailed planning of the event.  However, it
could not have been possible without the
help and support of several key people at
the Broadmoor UMC, one of which was
Unit President Mary Margaret Barr.  We
were afforded the use of the church’s
recently renovated, beautiful and spacious
facilities.  I wish to commend each and
everyone that worked to make this meeting
a success.

President Edna Hickman convened the
38th Annual Meeting on Friday morning

after a processional of all Conference offi-
cers and dignitaries. Bishop William
Hutchinson gave us his welcoming address
in the form of a most amusing and original
poem designed for our organization.    

The Mission Candle burned for two
hours, 28 minutes, and 33 seconds for a
total of $4,346.43.  I was honored and
humbled to be selected as the Outstanding
United Methodist Woman for  2011. It is an
honor for which I am truly grateful.

Our opening meditation was offered by
Rev. Beverly Connelly, pastor of St. Paul
UMC in Shreveport.  She is a very dynam-
ic speaker and touched all of us with her
message concerning our theme. 

After a brief break, the afternoon was
dedicated to the Conference Business ses-

sion and various officers’ reports.  We were
shown a DVD from our Women’s Division
Director, Kathleen Conrad.  Staphenae
Carey, South Central Jurisdiction represen-
tative, greeted us and reminded us of the
2012 Jurisdictional Celebration in Abilene,
Tex., June 22 – 24. We also received a
greeting and report from Church Women
United President, Mary Collins.  Our
Louisiana Conference Mission Agencies
were represented by their directors which
included Jamie Billiot from Dulac; Kathy
Krazia of UMCOR Sager Brown,  and
Conference Secretary, and Joyce
Thibodeaux, read a report from Heidi
Hillery of MacDonell Children’s Services.

As a part of her report, our president,
Edna Hickman, gave a very moving
speech composed as her last time to
address the Conference as acting president.

Carolyn Dove and Fannie Reddix,

standing in for past President Harriette
Elrod, conducted the service of honoring
the retiring Conference officers.   Those
officers retiring were President Edna
Brown Hickman; Secretary of Program
Resources, Dorothy Kimball;
Communications Coordinator, Lana
Lathan; and Membership, Nurture and
Outreach Coordinator, Ethel Lilly.

On Friday evening, we assembled in the
gymnasium for the banquet.  Our
Conference song leader, Norma Anderson,
and her sister, Becky Bell,  harmonized
“His Eye is on the Sparrow”.  Broadmoor
associate minister Rev. Matt Rawle sang a
beautiful rendition of “Let Him Live” from
“Les Miserables.” Emily Willet of
Centenary sang a rousing “Button up Your

Overcoat”.
Past President Eloise Sanders introduced

Past President Pat Cobb who addressed the
gathering.  She shared with us many of her
memories while serving the Conference.
President Hickman honored the past presi-
dents who were there.  Those who attended
were Eloise Sanders, Pat Cobb, Gloria
Bennett, Lueburda Myers and Norma
Winegeart. She gave each of them a
Wesleyan china teacup and saucer from
England which had been provided by Past
President Harriette Elrod.  They also
received a Special Recognition pin and
framed certificate.  Mary Adele Crompton,
Janet Hoffpauir, Amy Ward and Harriette
Elrod, who were not present, will receive
their awards at a later date.

On Saturday morning, we participated
in the Pledge Service. The amount pledged
for 2012 is $187,000.  The service of the

Installation of new officers was conducted
by Past President Lueburda Myers.  The
list of newly elected Conference Officers
includes President, Barbara Ferguson;
Membership Nurture & Outreach, Ouida
Smith; Communications Coordinator, Anita
Hansberry; and Secretary of Program
Resources, Janell Ducrest.  Returning
Officers for 2012 – 2013 are Secretary,
Joyce Thibodeaux and Education &
Interpretation, Myrna Freeman.
Committee on Nominations elected Sandy
DeCelle for Class of 2012.

The morning message was delivered by
our Bishop Hutchinson.  It was taken from
a story about a family and the day they
stopped what they were doing and went out
to fly kites.  Its message was about not for-
getting to ‘remember’ the important times
and people in our lives.  It touched us very
profoundly.  Afterward, Bishop Hutchinson
and other pastors led us in Holy
Communion.

The live heirloom rosebush on the left
of the altar was given to outgoing President
Edna Hickman and the budding knock-out
rosebush on the right of the altar was given
to our new president, Barbara Ferguson.

By way of a very cute skit performed by
officers from the Acadiana District, we
were all invited to attend the 2012 Annual
Meeting at First United Methodist Church
in downtown Lafayette.

Immediately after the service, all
District Officers went to their classes for
District Elected Leaders Training (DELT).
Our district officer, Judy Nugent, took a
group of 26 persons who were not involved
in the training for a visit to the Barnwell
Arts Center in Shreveport.   The experience
was  thoroughly enjoyed by all who attend-
ed.

All in all, the United Methodist
Women’s Annual Meeting for 2011 was a
very memorable event. 

Yours in Christ,

Judy Willis, Conference Vice President

The Louisiana
Conference United
Methodist Women’s
2011 Annual Meeting
was a BIG success.
We thank Shirley
Ledbetter, Margaret
Barr and all of the
wonderful ladies of the
Shreveport District and
Broadmoor United
Methodist Church. We
were greeted by Bishop
William Hutchinson, Shreveport District
Superintendent, Don Avery and Pastor Ken
Irby of Broadmoor UMC. We also
received greetings via DVD from Kathleen
Conrad Women’s Division Director,
Staphenae Carey, South Central
Jurisdiction Leadership Team and Mary
Collins, Conference President of Church
Women United.

We received information from our mis-
sion agency representatives from Dulac
Community Center, MacDonnell United
Methodist Children’s Services, and Sager
Brown/UMCOR in Baldwin. 

Five of our past conference UMW pres-
idents were with us. They were Gloria
Bennett, Norma Winegeard, Patricia Cobb,
Elouise Sanders and Lueburda Myers. Pat
Cobb gave a rousing message on behalf of
the past presidents as she recalled our his-
tory from the stormy night in Boston to
today, with special emphasis on the accom-
plishments of the Louisiana Conference. 

Harriett Jane Olson, Deputy General
Secretary, spoke to us from the campus of
Scarett Bennett via a DVD played at the
banquet and related the historical nature of
that campus to the Methodist Church and
to United Methodist Women. 

Bishop Hutchinson gave an inspirational
message that moved us to tears when he

asked the question, “Do you remember the
day when you first met Jesus? Do you
remember? When was it and where was
it?”

My farewell address included informa-
tion on some accomplishments under my
tenure as well as some of its trials and
tribulations. I ended with a challenge to
our membership to “not give up, for God
has brought us too far to leave us.” Thank
you UMW for the memories. 

Our installation service took place on
Saturday, October 8. The new Executive
Team members are: 

Barbara Ferguson, President
Judy Willis, Vice President 
Joyce Thibodeaux, Secretary 
Brenda Marks, Treasurer 
Juanita Lagard, Spiritual Growth 
Myrna Freeman, Education &

Interpretation 
Anita Hansberry, Communications

Coordinator 
Ouida Smith, Membership, Nurture &

Outreach Coordinator 
Jonelle Ducrest, Program Resources 
Laura Salguero, Social Action

Coordinator
Carrie Roy, Chairperson, Committee on
Nominations 

We will celebrate United Methodist
Women’s Sunday on January 22, 2012 with
the theme “Honoring the Past, Nurturing
the Future.” We pray that we will all have
a very spirit-filled UMW Sunday. 

We wish for all of you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year! This is
Edna Brown Hickman “signing off” as
your Conference President but God willing,
I will see you around, very soon. 

In His Name, 

Edna Hickman
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Edna Brown
Hickman

Judy Willis

Special UMW Section

President’s Report

UMW Conference Vice President Reports on 2011 Annual Meeting
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Conrad shares 2011 Women’s Division fall board meeting highlights

Rev. Darlene A. Moore shared the fol-
lowing moving and heartfelt “Reflections
On Domestic Violence Awareness” at the
October 29 Domestic Violence Conference.

As a little girl with chubby cheeks, I
saw my cousin on the phone at my grand-
mother’s house talking to her mother who
lived in another town.

Now, I see Him, her husband, dragging
his wife by her hair, out of my grandmoth-
er’s house,  down the stairs and across the
yard screaming.

As a teenager, I heard Him, bouncing
my neighbor, his lawfully wedded wife off
their walls as I walked by on the way to
school.

As a young adult, I saw Miss.
______University cover up her blackened
and bruised eyes by her fraternity and fine
popular on campus boyfriend with makeup
and glazed and numbed eyes.

As a seminarian, I heard about preach-
ers, Christians, Professors, and deacons
teaching Bible Study and beating their
spouses and children horrifically. It was all

in the appearance of being the perfect little
“Church or Christian Family.”

As a Professional and Laborer in God’s
Vineyard, I smiled as I heard my grand-
mother tell the story to report how my best
friend /cousin who had been married to an
abuser this time moved when he went to
beat her and this time (grandmother chuck-
led to keep from crying) his hand missed
her and went straight into the China cabinet
and he started hollering like a wimp as
blood started spurting out everywhere!
(Smile)

As a mature woman, mother, advocate,
writer, and artist, I simply offer up my gifts
as a “balm in awareness” and share these
reflections as a motivating factor to get out
and to stop the domestic violence now.

Showers of Blessings
Darlene A. Moore
darleneamoore7@yahoo.com
337/948-2064
P.S Available for writing sessions and

art sessions that help bring awareness and
healing.

Restoring Justice: People of Faith
Uniting To End Domestic Violence was
the theme for the first Louisiana Annual
Conference United Methodist Church
Domestic Violence Conference held
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2011 at First United
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge
Louisiana. Representatives of United
Methodist churches throughout the
Louisiana Annual Conference, Capital
Intervention Center, and other nonprofit,
and faith-based organizations were in
attendance. 

The opening session was led by Rev.
Dr. Martha Orphe’s liturgical dancers, and
Rev. Darlene Moore, visual artist. A devo-
tion was given by Rev. Anice Moses of
Warren United Methodist Church in Lake
Charles, La. Martha G. Forbes, executive
director; Summer Steib, director of educa-
tion and training for the Capital Area
Family Violence Intervention Center of
Baton Rouge; and Dr. Juan J. Barthelemy,
assistant professor of social work at
Louisiana State University led a panel dis-
cussion on domestic violence. A question

and answer period followed the presenta-
tion. Martha Forbes noted that the state of
Louisiana is number two in the nation for
women killed by domestic violence and
that one in 14 men are also victims. The
Battered Women’s Program is one of 20
agencies that serve seven parishes, six
states, and two other countries in the
Capital Area Family Violence Intervention
Center, which is located in Baton Rouge,
La.

The afternoon session began with Rev.
Bernadine Johnson and Laura Salguero,
Louisiana Conference United Methodist
Women’s Social Action Coordinator,
who introduced two domestic violence
survivors who shared their experiences of
domestic violence and recovery. Dr.
Patricia T. Bates, chair of Restorative
Justice for the Louisiana Annual
Conference United Methodist Church
Board of Church and Society, coordinat-
ed the afternoon session which related to
creating more effective and strategic goal
setting for advocacy and awareness work
in the area of domestic violence in 2012.

This session was led by Dr. Bill Mefford,
director of Civil and Human Rights of the
General Board of Church and Society, and
Linda Bales Todd, a director of the
General Board of Church and Society.
Edna Hickman, Louisiana Conference
United Methodist Women’s President, and
Kathleen Conrad, United Methodist
Women’s Division Director, presented
information for the participants to put
faith in action in advocating against
domestic violence. Rev. Clifton C.
Conrad concluded the session stressing
the need for healing and reconciliation for
the victim and abuser, and recommended
that the participants get involved by par-
ticipating in the spiritual growth study,
The Journey, Forgiveness, Restorative
Justice, and Reconciliation written by
Stephanie Hixon and Thomas Porter. 

CEU credits were awarded to clergy
and lay participants meeting the require-
ments of the advanced preparation, which
included the reading of at least one of the
recommended texts: The Journey,
Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, and

Reconciliation by Stephanie Hixon and
Thomas Porter; Weaving a Just Future for
Children: an Advocacy Guid, by Diane
Olson and Laura Dean Friedrich, or We
Were the Least of These: Reading the
Bible with Survivors of Sexual Abuse by
Elaine Heath. 

The event was sponsored by Louisiana
Annual Conference United Methodist
Women and the Board of Church and
Society. Additional support was provided
by Louisiana Conference United
Methodist Men, Louisiana Annual
Conference Board of Laity, and the United
Methodist General Board of Church and
Society. 

For additional information and pro-
grams on advocacy concerning domestic
violence, contact: Office of Child and
Family Advocacy , 777 UN Plaza, 11th
Floor, New York, NY 1007 or read the
info regarding  domestic violence  on the
website: unitedmethodistwomen.org 
Submitted by Kathleen Conrad, 

Women’s Division Director 
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The Women’s
Division fall board
meeting was held in
New York City during
the time our
Conference Annual
meeting was held.
What a joy it was to be
two places at once
thanks to technology! 

The first day of the
meeting, directors,
guests and staff were afforded the opportu-
nity to hear Liberian peace activist, Nobel
Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee in a
press conference that was held in the
chapel at 475 Riverside Drive! Gbowee

had initially been scheduled for a book
signing the day she was selected to be one
of the three women to receive the Noble
Peace Prize!! What an exciting way to
begin the opening day!!!

The excitement continued on Saturday
as persons in attendance previewed a new
five-part series titled Women, War &
Peace, which premiered on PBS October
18 and concluded November 8. Abigail
E. Disney, executive producer, was instru-
mental in creating the series. Mrs.
Disney introduced the series and concluded
with a question and answer period follow-
ing her presentation. For additional infor-
mation please visit the website, women-
warandpeace.org or on Facebook,

http//www.facbook.com/WomenWarPeace
or Twitter@WomenWarPeace. 

Strategic planning and discussions of
the new structure continue in preparation
for General Conference. Rev. Stephanie
Spellers, Episcopal priest and author of
Radical Welcome led a session on that
topic. 

Coming Soon: 
-Jurisdictional Quadrennial Meeting

2012 
-The Journey (2011 Spiritual Growth

Study) now available on Kindle!!!  
-The Prayer Calendar 2012 will have a

new look & prayers included)!!! 
-The December 2011 issue of Response

Magazine will feature “Message from the

Director” and the article written by myself
New Mission Studies for 2012 

Adult: Spiritual Growth:Immigration in
the Bible

Geographic: Haiti
Issue: Poverty
Youth: Haiti
Children: Poverty
Save the Date: Aug. 2-5, 2012

Young Women’s Event for ages 14-17

and 18-30 at Duke University in Durham,

North Carolina

Scripture: Esther 4:14

Registration and more information

coming soon!

Kathleen Conrad 
Women’s Division Director

Kathleen
Conrad

Restoring Justice conference declares “Say No To Domestic Violence”

Local pastor offers personal reflections on domestic violence at event
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Christmas request from 
Dulac Community Center

During the past year, the Dulac
Community Center has seen an increase in
needs and a decrease in funding/donations.
With disasters occurring in many areas
of the country, volunteers in mission are
stretched thin and donations are diverted to
other areas. The lower areas of south
Louisiana are seeing some residual effect
of the BP oil spill, causing a decline in
fishing revenues. The food bank at the
Dulac Community Center has seen a major
increase of individuals needing food, and
even the need for school supplies has
increased. Tropical Storm Lee caused
some flood damage to the Community
Center. The Dulac Community Center has
been blessed to work with other organiza-
tions to help meet some needs, however
there is still a gap. Our housing rehabilita-
tion program has about 40 open cases, with
a total of 25 volunteers that come through

since July. The need is still there in our
communities, and we are asking you to
consider us in your upcoming holiday giv-
ing.

The Dulac Community Center is prepar-
ing for the upcoming Christmas season and
in this tough economy, we are reaching out
to you, our supporters, to help make it an
easier one for families. We will be holding
a Christmas dinner in the middle of
December, complete with a gift-giving
Santa Claus. We at the Community Center
are asking for donations to help purchase
small food items for families as well as
small gifts for local children. We want each
child to walk away with something, so to
help lessen the burden for their families
this holiday season. Our staff recognizes
that gifts are a luxury, and some families
may be in need of food items to make their
season brighter. If we are unable to pur-
chase full gift baskets, we would at least
hope to offer a can good pantry where fam-

ilies can choose items to take home. Please
consider donating to the Dulac Communtiy
Center this Christmas season.

Jamie Joy Billiot
Executive Director
Dulac Community Center
Office:(985) 563-7483 
Cell: (985) 665-2030
www.DulacCommunityCenter.org

New Orleans District planning benefit
for North Rampart Community Center 

In the past few years, the North
Rampart Community Center has held a
gala activity as a fund raiser during the first
week of December.  However, no activity
is scheduled for this year. The New Orleans
District UMW members are planning a
special activity to benefit North Rampart
and hope to schedule that activity for early
spring 2012. Please watch for upcoming
announcements on this exciting benefit
event!

Dear Ladies, 
Every year, the Women’s Division col-

lects information from our local and district
units in order to better evaluate the needs
for resource and programs for the
United Methodist Women. At this time
Marisa Villarreal (Women’s Division) and
her group are working hard to get this
information to you in the best way possi-
ble. Please continue your counts as previ-
ously directed. When I receive further
direction from Women’s Division, I will
forward the directions to the appropriate
contacts. 

This year, we received nominations
from four districts (Alexandria, Lake
Charles, New Orleans and Shreveport ) for

the “Woman in Mission”  for this year. 
All of the women were committed to

work in their local and district units. We
can only choose one for the award. Chosen
this year for the award was Martha
Holeman fromthe Shreveport District. A
few weeks after the Annual Meeting, she
lost her husband. Please keep Martha and
her family in prayer. 

UM Women Worldwide will celebrate
UMW Sunday on January 22, 2012. Our
Louisiana Conference theme is “Honoring
the Past, Nurturing the Future.”
The emphasis of this special day is
increasing membership. It is our hope that
each of your units will have success in this
goal and enjoy a spirit-filled time together

while welcoming new persons to the won-
derful experience of UMW! 

December 2011 will end my last year
with you as your Conference Coordinator
for Membership, Nurture and Outreach. I
met many new friends and traveled to
many places. We welcome Ouida Smith as
the new MNO coordinator for Louisiana
Conference UMW and we thank her for
serving. 

Thank you, one and all for your sup-
port and all the good work that you are
doing and will do. It has been a joyful
experience working with every one of you! 

Ethel Lilly

Louisiana Conference Now!Special UMW Section

Upcoming UMW
Issue Information

This United Methodist Women’s
insert is published in the

Louisiana Now! four times  per
year: January, May, August,
and November.  As my term
comes to an end, I send a fond
farewell to you all.   Please
accept my thanks for allowing
me to serve and grow in United

Methodist Women. 
Please note the new contact
information as we welcome

Anita H. Hansberry as our new
Conference Communications
Coordinator.  Send your news

items to:
Anita H. Hansberry
ahansb@bellsouth.net

Thanks for your continued sup-
port and cooperation!

The deadline for UMW articles for
the Jan. 13, 2012 edition of the
Louisiana Now! is Dec. 1, 2011

Updates from Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 

Agencies continue to need support from UM Women

2012 Reading Program highlights, updates and tips 
For 140 years, United Methodist

Women and its predecessor organizations
have been involved in mission that includes
prayer, study and action. The Mission
Resource Center is the primary source for
reading program materials but local
libraries are also a good resource, along
with the inter-library loan system. The
Reading Program is a study opportunity
but should also lead to action.mportant
reminders include the need to: 

 Take these concerns seriously to heart
and to prayer.

 Try to learn more about the issues
that affect others because concern for our
fellow man is what is expected of us spiri-

tually. 
There are basics to the reading program

each year which include various participa-
tion requirements: 

 You can participate through one of
four reading program plans, each of which
requires a specific number of books to be
read during the year.is year’s period, titles
read from the 2008 reading list will be
credited through December 31, 2012.) 

 Bonus books are still available and
count as two books for various categories. 

 Various specials are available again
for the 2012 program include Gift
Certificates in increments of $15-$35. 

 $20 will cover the entire shipping

cost when at least one copy of every book
from all seven categories is purchased.
The seven categories are: Education for
Mission , Leadership Development,
Nurturing for Community, Social Action,
Spiritual Growth, Children, and Youth. 

The Call to Prayer packet is also avail-
able through the Mission Resource Center
. Additional info can be found through the
website www.missionresourcecenter.org 

The resource center can be reached at
800-305-9857 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. central
standard time, Monday-Friday. Contact the
office for additional information on the
resources and specials offered this year. 

Edna Hickman, for nomination for the
position of President of South Central
Jurisdiction (2013)

Staphenae Carey, who will be complet-
ing a four year term on the South Central
Jurisdiction Leadership Team, Committee
on Nominations

Kathleen Conrad, for serving as
Women’s Division Director, who will be
completing two quadrennial terms

Martha Holeman, recipient of the 2011

Woman in Mission Award,  Louisiana
Conference UMW

Judy Willis, recipient of the Presidential
Award as Outstanding United Methodist
Woman for 2011.

Dolores Giles, Barbara Ferguson,
Lueburda Myers- upcoming nominees for
Women’s Division Directors

Louisiana Conference UMW delegates
to the 2012 Quadrennial Meeting: Myrna
Freeman,  Juanita Lagard,  Brenda Marks,

Carrie Roy, Laura Salguero, Joyce
Thibodeaux and alternate, Sammie Jo
Perkins

Joyce Thibodeaux, on her election to the
position of  secretary of the West Gulf
Regional Planning Team

Laura Salguera, Louisiana Conference
UMW Social Action Coordinator,  for a job
well done in coordinating registration and
other details for “Restoring Justice”

UMW congratulations are in order to.. 
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Scenes from 2011 UMW programs

Louisiana Conference UMW 
Calendar of Events for the Year 2012 

United Methodist Women Sunday – January 22, 2012

Midyear Executive Committee Meeting – February 4, 2012

Concurrent Finance, Membership and 

Nominations Committee – March 17, 2012

South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial 

Meeting– Abilene Convention Center June 22-24, 2012

Theme: “Women Responding to God’s Love & Grace”

2012 West Gulf Regional School – June 25-28, 2012 

Campus of McCurry University

Theme: “That All May Have Life”

Conference UMW Executive Committee

Meeting – July 17, 2012

Conference UMW School of Christian

Mission – July 18 – 21, 2012

UMW Executive Committee Meeting – October 11, 2012

UMW Annual Meeting/DELT – October 12 – 13, 2012

Program, School of Christian Mission 

Committees – November 17, 2012

Calling all artists !!!! Let your talents shine!!

again this year, Schools of Christian mission will be held world wide. the 2012
theme is “that all may Have Life”. a contest is in progress to find the best picture
interpretation of our theme. anyone can enter by submitting a drawing of their
interpretation of the theme. Submissions should be on 8 ½ x 11 inch paper. two
copies are requested--one in black and white and one in color. aLL eNtrieS will
be featured in the program book for the West gulf regional School of mission in
June, 2012. the winning interpretation will be used as the cover for the West gulf
School of mission. PLeaSe eNter or encourage someone to do so. You may
want to work as a team. aLL eNtrieS mUSt Be reCeiVed BY January 31,
2012. Please send entries to the attention of:

Joyce Thibodeaux, Louisiana Conference UMW Representative 
West Gulf Regional Planning Team

113 Oakdale Loop
Houma, LA 70360

(337) 985-868-0100 (home phone); e-mail: spiderlilly246@aol.com

the entry form is self explanatory. You must include a narrative explanation of
your drawing in 50 words or less and sign the release to use the entry. good
LUCK!

West Gulf Regional School of Christian Mission
Women’s Division of the General Board of Global Ministries
The United Methodist Church
ENTRY FORM FOR PROGRAM BOOK ART  
1)The logo design is to illustrate the artist’s conception of the current theme. 
2)The logo must be submitted on 8 ½” x 11” white paper, copy ready. 
3)All logos are to be submitted in black and white, and if possible in color. 
4)A brief statement. Fifty (50) words or less, explaining the drawing must
accompany the submitted art. Back of form may be used to write statement.
*(see sample statement below) 
5)Copyright authorization must be completed on form below. 
the West gulf regional Planning team will select one of the submitted logos to be

used on the cover of the regional School Program Book. it may also be used on

a banner, other display and/or in a power-point presentation. Submitted artwork

not selected for the cover may be used in other ways. 

2012 tHeme: “that all may Have Life”

John 10:10 “i came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

the form below must be completed by the artist and submitted along with the logo

design. designs and forms are to be sent to the Conference representative to the

regional School Planning team by January 31, 2012.

Please include the following information: 
Name of artist(s):_________________ ______________________________ 
E-mail address:_________________________________________________
Home Address:_________________________________________________
Telephone:_____________________________________________________ 
Conference:____________________________________________________ 
Church:________________________________________________________ 

Permission to use artwork is given with the signature of the artist below. 

Artist signature: _______________________________________________ 

Hoping that you enjoy browsing these various scenes from our 2011 UMW activi-

ties and events which include our conference retreat, School of Mission &

Annual Meeting 2011 and the Conference on Domestic Violence.  

2011 UMW Annual Meeting

2011 UMW Retreat

2011 UMW Domestic Violence Conference
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A miniature “Batman” joined nearly
750 revelers to participate in St.
Matthew UMC’s sixth annual Trunk or
Treat held on the church’s campus in
Kenner.  Festivities included face paint-
ing, mask making, cupcake decorating,
games, rope climbing and a hayride for
the children. The annual Trunk or Treat

is just one of the many community-
focused events that St. Matthew UMC
offers.  Additional events include a fall
craft fair, a Christmas dinner and con-
cert, a spring garage sale, Vacation Bible
School and fish fry dinners.  For more
information about St. Matthew UMC, go
to www.stmatthewsumc.

Vacherie United Methodist Church
recently collected games, books, and
stuffed animals that will be donated for the
use of pediatric patients at St. James Parish
Hospital. Pictured are Rachel Becnel,
director of Business Development, and

Mary Ellen Pratt, CEO of the hospital.
Also pictured are church members Wayne
and Merle Smith, Tom and Rita Shaddock,
Paul and Bonnie Bush, and Christine
Lindsey.

Jennings UMC and Rev. Sheri Zehner recipients of ecumenical awards

Whether clergy or lay, most of us spend
a great deal of time tending to souls.
Unfortunately we neglect tending to our
own souls in the process.  This often leads
to burnout.  As a busy administrator and
program director I had reached the point
where I questioned my call.  I was intro-
duced to a wonderful event that changed
my life, The Upper Room Spiritual
Academy in 2003.

You have an opportunity to refresh your
body, mind and soul at the “5 Day
Academy for Spiritual Formation”, an
Upper Room event, February 12-17, 2012
to be held at the Wesley Center,

Woodward, La.  An added bonus will be
your refreshment will enable you to be a
better “soul-tender.”

The Upper Room sponsors five-day and
two-year academies throughout the U.S.
and is expanding to other nations.  I had
the privilege of attending Academy XX in
Alabama from 2003-2005.  Each quarter I
would spend a week with fellow pilgrims
and outstanding speakers, in a daily rhythm
of worship, soul stirring music, covenant
groups, silence and reflection.  It is holy
and life renewing.

This same experience in a five-day for-
mat is being brought to Louisiana confer-

ence for the first time.  The event is open to
all denominations.  The team, headed by
Rev. Donnie Wilkinson, is already prepar-
ing for the sojourners to come.
Registrations have already been received
from Virginia, Mississippi, Alabama and
Louisiana.

Our speakers will be Robert Mulholland
(‘Shaped by the Word” and “The Deeper
Journey”) and Marjorie Thompson (Soul
Feast: an Invitation to the Christian
Spiritual Life” and “Companions in Christ:
The Way of Forgiveness”).  I have had the
privilege of hearing both of these spiritual
leaders and I know they will speak to your

heart and stretch your mind as they have
mine.Visit www.   for more information.

As we come to the end of 201,1 perhaps
you have continuing education dollars that
can serve as a deposit or pay in full for
your registration costs.  Whether you seek
CEUs or just want to grow this five day
retreat will feed you, refresh and renew you
to better serve our Lord. 

Dianne Wilkinson
Ministry of Administration and

Programming
Benton United Methodist Church
318-965-2273
Dianne.wilkinson@bentonumc.org

Jennings United Methodist Church and
Rev. Sheri Zehner, pastor of St. Paul’s
UMC in Harahan, have been given
Ecumenical Awards for leadership in coop-
erative ministry between churches and
faiths in our state. The awards are given by
the Louisiana Conference Commission on
Christian Unity and Inter-Religious
Concerns.

Jennings UMC is the recipient of the
Congregational Award for its “Caring
Hands” ministry, which helps meet the
needs of the underserved in Jefferson Davis
Parish. Rev. Zehner, recipient of the
Individual Award, is being recognized for
her work with the East Jefferson Interfaith
Clergy Association.

“Our hope is that the award will shed
light on just how effective it can be to form
local connections and work with people of
other denominations and faiths to do God’s
work,” said Rev. John Deschner, commis-
sion chair.

“Caring Hands” was started by two
members of Jennings UMC, Margaret Ford
and Liz Mack. Eleven years ago, the two
women sent letters to area churches invit-

ing them to discuss what could be done to
meet the needs of the underserved in
Jennings. Caring Hands was born, and the
ecumenical outreach ministry now serves
all of Jefferson Davis Parish by helping to
meet needs in the areas of food, clothing
and other services.

Rev. Sheri Zehner is serving as the
convener of the East Jefferson Interfaith
Clergy Association. The group includes
Muslim, Christian and Jewish clergy who
meet monthly in the belief that they can
have a greater impact on the community if
they are in authentic relationship with one
another. In 2008, the association organized
a community response to a Ku Klux Klan
hate crime. On the tenth anniversary of 9-
11, they organized a joint community serv-
ice project with members of the Jewish,
Christian and Muslim communities. During
monthly meetings, they have visited each
other’s places of worship, explored each
other’s scriptures, shared their faith jour-
neys with each other, and had programs
about various community issues.  

Also nominated for the Congregational
Award were First UMC in Gonzales for

“Bags of Hope”; the Wesley Foundation at
Louisiana Tech for “One”; the Wesley
Foundation of University of La. at Monroe
for “Project 17”; and Trinity UMC in
Baldwin for “Second Harvest.”

Through “Bags of Hope,” four churches
in Gonzales serve sack suppers weekly to
around 120 children and adults in the com-
munity who are hungry.

“One,” developed by the leaders of
three campus ministries at Louisiana Tech,
has brought about a weekly joint worship
service led by the participating campus
ministries.  Their goal is to worship as
“one” body of Christ on the campus,
regardless of one’s denomination.

“Project 17” is an ecumenical gathering
on ULM’s campus for worship and out-
reach. In conjunction with the project, a 48-
hour prayer vigil brings various campus
ministries together. 

“Second Harvest Food for the Needy”
was started by Trinity UMC in partnership
with Yahweh Deliverance Church. The
ministry is currently serving about 200
people weekly by providing groceries and
helping the needy with unpaid bills, minor

repairs and assistance with funeral costs. 
Those nominated for the Individual

Award included Helen Campbell of
Summerfield UMC, Lehman Martin of
Holly Grove UMC, and Rev. John L.
Vining of Abbeville UMC.

Helen Campbell is “building bridges”
by organizing such community events as
“Missions Night” at a local fire station. The
event featured presentations from mission-
aries, a free barbeque dinner, and fundrais-
ing for the missionaries through donations. 

Lehman Martin has a passion for bring-
ing churches together for worship, music,
fellowship and southern cooking. Lehman
orchestrated open air concerts at Holly
Grove UMC. These are always free events
for the whole community and are attended
by people of many denominations.  

In 2003, Rev. John Vining and several
other pastors from Abbeville formed the
Vermilion Parish Pastor’s Prayer Group.
Nine pastors from different churches meet
weekly to pray for each other and work
together on community projects. They host
annual pulpit exchanges and a
Thanksgiving Service.

Vacherie UMC

St. Matthew UMC - Kenner 

Upper Room 5-day academy helps refresh ‘body, mind and soul’
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been bussed to First UMC for music, art
activities and tutoring. The church provid-
ed school supplies for the children housed
at Turning Point, a home for battered and
abused women and children.   A special
project known as “Buddy Camp” pairs
children ages 5-12, both with and without
developmental challenges, to participate in
a week-long summer day camp.  

Magnolia and St. Luke UMCs in Baton
Rouge have partnered with the St. Vincent
DePaul kitchen, providing church volun-
teers to serve meals at the facility through-
out the year and collecting food items for
donation. They are also assembling “Santa
bags” for children coming through the
facility. 

Additional reports regarding the excit-
ing efforts of our local churches in min-
istry with the poor will be published soon.

With the poor, from page 1

Youth Ministry Positions

Asbury United Methodist Church
in Bossier City and Aldersgate
UMC in Slidell are both seeking
full-time Directors of Youth
Ministries. For Asbury, visit
www.asburybossier.org to see a
full job description and email
resumes to
angelapfanner@asburybossier.org
For Aldersgate, a full job descrip-
tion is posted under Employment
Opportunities on the menu bar of
their website: http://www.alders-
gate-slidell.org  Send resumes and
cover letter, including your philos-
ophy of youth ministry, by Dec. 2
to mlizana@aldersgate-slidell.org
or mail to: 360 Robert Blvd.,
Slidell, LA 70458-1398

A somber crowd is shown as they stood on the levee of the Mississippi River for
a World AIDS Day memorial service held in 2009 in Baton Rouge. The confer-
ence’s Global Health Initiative committee is planning several such events for
early December of this year. Visit the home page of the conference website at
www.la-umc.org to find out details.  A UMNS file photo by Betty Backstrom.

World AIDS Day events scheduled
Bishop Gregory Palmer, Episcopal leader for the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, speaks with Rev. Ellen Alston, Alexandria District
Superintendent, and Rev. Don Cottrill, provost, during the L.E.A.D. confer-
ence held in Baton Rouge on Nov. 12. The conference-wide event focused
on excellence in leadership, worship, evangelism, administration and disci-
pleship in United Methodist local churches.

L.E.A.D. conference a success


