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The Honorable Kip Holden, mayor
of Baton Rouge, La., offered words of
challenge and hope during a United
Methodist sponsored World AIDS Day
event Dec. 1.

“AIDS is the Goliath, but we are the
Davids that will slay this devastating
disease,” said Holden during a press
conference held prior to an ecumenical
service at the Baton Rouge Gallery in
City Park.

Organized by the Louisiana Annual

Conference Global Health Initiative
Task Force, the event was one of four
World AIDS Day events held statewide
last Wednesday. Other services took
place in Lake Charles, New Orleans
and Shreveport. 

Jeff Stafford, event coordinator and
a member of First United Methodist
Church in Baton Rouge, addressed a
somber crowd during the service held
outside the art gallery.

“Since the beginning of the AIDS

epidemic, more than 30 million people
have died from AIDS around the world.
There are 33.3 million people living
with the HIV infection--over half of
them are women, and more than two
million are children under the age of
15,” said Stafford.

Most surprising to many of those in
attendance were some alarming statis-
tics about the disease and the city of
Baton Rouge. “We have the second-

Ecumenical events bring awareness to HIV/AIDS

See World Aids Day, page 4

The Louisiana United Methodist
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21,
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our
denomination’s global initiative dedicated
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with
the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held

May 14 of this year, all of our local church-
es are encouraged to participate in this very
special event.

The Conference Global Health
Initiative Task Force is preparing for the
Imagine No Malaria 5K/Walks and plans
on facilitating separate runs in strategic

locations throughout the state of Louisiana
on April 21. Race directors are mappingout
details for each of the runs. These volun-
teers are United Methodists from our local
churches who are also members of local

Change the World event: Conference-wide 5K/Fun runs

See 5K, page 8

Participants in a service of remembrance held Dec. 1 in Baton Rouge, La. place pebbles in a basket in memory of a loved one
who has died of complications from HIV/AIDS. Organized by the Louisiana Annual Conference Global Health Task Force, the
event was one of four World AIDS Day events held statewide last Wednesday. Other services took place in Lake Charles, New
Orleans and Shreveport. A poster designed by a Baton Rouge Community College student focusing on the AIDS pandemic was
displayed at Baton Rouge Gallery prior to the service.
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I’ve had a wonderful Thanksgiving
with family and friends, but my heart
hurts tonight.  A new Christian year
begins today, but my spirits are flagging.
The joy of holiday music pervades the air-
waves, but my mind is in a wishful and
wistful mood.  Are the “Christmas Blues”
setting in so close to the excitement of
“Black Friday”, or is it different this year?
I can’t really tell, but I can tell what is
troubling me.

In my years as a pastor I had the joy of
serving five churches.  They ranged in
size from 0 to 3500 members on the roll.
They were very different in their make-up
– one a new church start; another an old
ranching community in an isolated geo-
graphical area; a third a bustling oil field
town with tremendous community spirit
and identity; a fourth a university town
with a significant agricultural base; and a
fifth that was also a university setting,
major business owners, and a huge scien-
tific element who were nuclear experts.  I
loved them all.  Three were blessed with
happy, collegial, congenial, and challenge-
oriented members.  Two were conflicted
and careful, questioning and colliding,
quite capable of great things but weighed
down by doubt and mistrust.  All were
great churches!

One of the five is now involved in an
inner conflict that is ripping at the very
heart of the congregation.  Members have
turned against the pastor, against each
other, and, I suspect, against the will of 

God.  At a recent
Charge Conference the
District Superintendent
invited some of the
most destructive in
their actions to find
another church home.
You can imagine the
calm and quiet that
brought over the feud-
ing factions!  Now let-
ters of withdrawal are

coming in and the church is faced with
new conflict that will weaken it further
until it is finally subdued by the invasive-
ness of a spirit that is not of God and
another outpost of Christ’s Holy Church
will be diminished to less effectiveness.
Yes, my heart hurts tonight.  

It is to my hurting and disillusioned
heart that the message of Advent speaks
so strongly.  Isaiah laments along with me
when he cries out to almighty God, “Oh,
that you would rip open the heavens and
descend, make the mountains shudder at
your presence – As when a forest catches
fire, as when fire makes a pot to boil – to
shock your enemies into facing you, make
the nations shake in their boots!” (Isaiah
64: 1-2) Sometimes I grow so weary of
the eternal fight that I just want God to
come down and take over and straighten
things and people out!!  I want God to
show God’s strength and say to us
wretched and wearisome people, “Stop
tearing up my Church!”

Richard B. Hays, professor at Duke
Divinity School reminds me in his devo-
tional message on this first Sunday of
Advent that William Butler Yeats has a
word for our dilemma: “Things fall apart;
the centre cannot hold;/ Mere anarchy is
loosed upon the world, /The blood-
dimmed tide is loosed, and
everywhere/The ceremony of innocence is
drowned; /The best lack all conviction,
while the worst/Are full of passionate
intensity.” (Yeats, “The Second Coming”)

It is into this chaotic and fractured
world that the Savior comes.  His steps
are sometimes quiet, but nevertheless
deliberate.  He doesn’t rain down fire, or
make the mountains to shake, but he does
throw quite a few interruptions into our
“normal” way of living and challenges us
to rise above our most base instincts and
actions.  He does call for purity in the
midst of filth, and he does stand up for the
poor and dispossessed in the fortresses of
the greedy and in the land of the hoarders.
He isn’t kind toward those who have
nothing to contribute but an outward shell,
while calling us to settle our faith-filled
gaze upon the poor widow with the two
small coins.  He isn’t concerned about the
storing and selling of costly oils and per-
fumes, but is more interested in the one
who can splash them lavishly on his feet
with no accountability for how much it
costs.  

Oh, He still comes!  That’s the hope-
filled message of Advent!  And when I

want to cower under the altar of one of
the last faithful bastions of the Church of
the Living God, and desperately cry with
the saints and martyrs of old, “How long,
O Lord, how long?”, he comes to my aid
in a devotional thought, in the goodness
of a friend’s act, in a word from The
Word, the message of a hymn, or in one
of nature’s sight psalms that lifts the glory
of the Lord before me again.  Then I cau-
tiously approach the keyboard of my com-
puter, begin to type of my unbelief and
pray and long for my belief to be strength-
ened.  By the time I have worked it
through in prayerful words and thoughts I
know He is indeed coming!  The Lamb of
God has not and will not abandon His
people, and though the mountains stand
perfectly still and the heavens are just
cloudy and gray, He is present and He
will indeed conquer in spite of all of us!
Praise be to God for God’s abundant
grace and power!  Praise be to God for
God’s constancy in our troubled midst!
Praise be to God for this new beginning
of Advent!  May we live it to its fullest,
even while we suffer the disappointments
of this present age and await with great
anticipation the day when all is brought
into final alignment with God’s Spirit and
we sing at last, “And he shall reign for
ever and ever!”  

Oh, what a journey it is!  Amen and
Amen!!

ON THE JOURNEY
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Rip Open the Heavens and Descend

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

In Memoriam
Rev. Joe Wayne McClain

November 20, 2011

May the peace of this Holy Season fill your
life with love and joy as we await the arrival

of the Christ Child.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from the

Louisiana Annual Conference of
The United Methodist Church



Spirituality is an important part of most
people’s lives, even those who have never
set foot in a church. And, reaching out to
those who don’t go to church is one of
recently ordained United Methodist minis-
ter Cathy Brewton’s goals in her newest
venture.

Brewton grew up in the Panhandle of
Texas, and has always been heavily
involved in church following in the foot-
steps of her father, who is also a minister.

She built her life in Texas, spending
more than 10 years as a certified youth
minister, meeting her husband, Michael,
and having her two children, Madison
Lynn and Breck.

“We felt God lead us to Ruston in
2002,” Brewton said. “My husband is from
Louisiana, and it was really like coming
home. We had so many friends here.”

Brewton explained that in the tradition
of the United Methodist Church, there are
two types of ordained ministers: elders and
deacons.

Elders are what most people think of
when they think of ministers or preachers.

“Elders order the life of the church
inside,” Brewton said. “They preach, lead
Bible studies, administer the Sacraments of
Baptism and Holy Communion and order
the business of the congregation.”

Deacons, which is what she said she has
felt led to become, are a little different.

“Both can do weddings and funerals,”
Brewton said. “But, deacons are called to
embody Christ in the world. We’re sup-
posed to have one foot in the church and
one in the world in a specialized ministry.”

She believes her newest project,
LifeHouse ministries, ties in perfectly with
that goal and her experience.

LifeHouse ministries, Brewton said, is
envisioned as a place where different meth-
ods of spiritual expression flow together to
help people have a better understanding of
God and their own spirituality.

“I think every person is a spiritual
being,” Brewton said. “I feel that even if
they’re not aware of their spirituality, they
are spiritual beings.”

Brewton attended seminary school and
recently received a Master’s of Arts in spir-
itual formation and evangelism.

She said spiritual formation involves
delving deeper into spiritual matters and
striving to understand them. 

“Spiritual formation is seeking knowl-
edge beyond just information,” Brewton
said. “It is experiencing a story in the
Scriptures in a way that individuals see
their own lives as a part of that story.
Through this new understanding and open-
ness to God, a transformation happens.”

She said she helps lead these spiritual
formation groups to delve further into
Bible studies with a method called lectio
divina. This involves reading the story sev-
eral times with different levels of focus.

“The first time you read the story is to
hear and understand it,” Brewton said.
“The second time you see what verses lift
(stand out) for you. The third time you read
to ask ‘Why does God want me to pay
attention to this?’”

The fourth time, Brewton said students
act out the verses to better understand the
feeling behind it. For example, she recently
led a group in lectio divina on a story in
Ezekiel that talks about a valley of dry
bones. In the story, a prophet begins to
prophesize to the dry bones, and they come
together as a body — alive and breathing. 

“I had teens in this small group,”
Brewton said. “They lay down in the grass
and became the dry bones, and then we
began to sculpt the next part of the scrip-
ture.” 

Brewton plans on offering spiritual for-
mation classes such as this in the
LifeHouse, which will be open to the pub-
lic each day.

But, those classes are not what makes
the ministry unique. Brewton is inviting

everyone of all religions and creeds, those
who attend church and those who do not,
to find renewal and strength in the
LifeHouse. 

“It’s not Methodist,” Brewton said. “I’m
a part of the United Methodist Church, but
LifeHouse is not Methodist. It’s connected
to the whole Church.”

People who are not of the Christian faith
are also welcome to attend, she said, free of
persecution and conversion attempts. 

“LifeHouse is a nonprofit ecumenical
organization,” Brewton said. “That does
not mean nondenominational, it means all
denominations are welcome to come
together without me trying to change their
mind.”

She did add that non-Christian individu-
als need to respect that those who work
there are Christian.

“Our understanding of God is through
Christ,” Brewton said. 

She also plans to offer various other
classes inside the house, such as yoga, spir-
itual movement, embodied prayer and hor-
ticultural therapy. 

“The different activities will hopefully
help people become aware of God in their
daily life,” Brewton said. “We want to help
people understand that their whole life can
be spiritual.”

Brewton said she will not force people
to go to church, but adds that she does not
devalue church. She said she simply under-
stands that many people approach spiritual-
ity in a different way, which is one of the
reasons she felt led to create this outlet. 

In her early days of working on this
Brewton said she stumbled upon mind-
boggling statistics. She found that approxi-
mately 72 percent of people ages 19-33
years old are not attending church and say
they are more spiritual than religious. She
said these are people she definitely hopes
to help reconnect with God.

But, she said LifeHouse will also have a
place to reach out to ministers. She said

that these individuals devote their lives to
ministering to others, so she hopes that
LifeHouse will be a place they can come
for restoration and to be ministered to
themselves.

Brewton said people will also be avail-
able to help with counseling issues through
individual spiritual direction and, in a less
formal way, spiritual companionship.

“It’s different than counseling,” Brewton
said. “We’ll focus on your relationship with
God, while psychotherapy focuses on your
relationship with someone else.”

But, through this, Brewton said they can
help with concerns about life transitions,
relationship issues and faith crisis situa-
tions.

“LifeHouse is a place to restore people,”
Brewton said. “It’s a place for them to feel
alive, new in their relationship with God.
For others it is a place of healing. I’m not a
healer, God is the one who heals.”

Brewton said she has been actively pur-
suing her vision of LifeHouse for a long
time, but others have been involved for
nearly two years now. Current board mem-
bers include Neal DeForest – President,
Chris Allen – Vice President, Katie Clark –
Secretary/Treasurer, Beth Lyons, Lee
Locke, Sharon Jackson, LaTisha Sutton,
Eleera Hilbun and Mary Lloyd LeBlanc.
The advisory board consists of Linda
Graham, Tommy Rogers, Betty Lou
Robertson, Roberta Hinton and Jerry
Hilbun. 

Brewton, who is executive director of
the organization, said she is excited
because the dream is almost a realization
now. The group has leased a house at 813
N. Trenton St. to serve as their location and
is working now to get it up and running.

“This is not something I came up with,”
Brewton said. “It has been a vision from
God. I feel God has placed this in my care,
not for my glory but for his.”

Reprinted with permission from 
Living Well in North Louisiana
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BY ELIZABETH DEGRIE

Rev. Cathy Brewton, a deacon in
the Louisiana United Methodist
Annual Conference, serves as
executive director for a nonprofit
ecumenical spirituality center in
Ruston, La. known as LifeHouse
Ministries. Brewton says
LifeHouse provides different
methods of spiritual expression to
help people have a better under-
standing of God and their own
spirituality. People who are not of
the Christian faith are also wel-
come to attend, she said, free of
persecution and conversion
attempts. “LifeHouse is a non-
profit ecumenical organization,”
Brewton said, stating that all
denominations are welcome.
Brewton also hopes that the min-
istry will provide a service to cler-
gy who devote their lives to min-
istering to others, offering a place
they can come for restoration
and to be ministered to them-
selves.

United Methodist deacon starts nonprofit ecumenical spirituality center



highest number of HIV/AIDS cases among American
cities. More than 3,000 people have died of AIDS in Baton
Rouge since these statistics were gathered,” he added. 

But HIV/AIDS is much more than a statistic, Stafford
pointed out. “We are deluged with percentages, statistics,
numbers and facts, but do we see the human faces behind
these numbers? Do we see the fathers, mothers, brothers,
sisters, wives, husbands and children who are sick and who
are living with HIV/AIDS?”

Rev. Juan Huertas, pastor of St. John UMC in Baton
Rouge, urged those gathered to have “hope for the improb-
able, hope for the impossible.”

“We gather here because we are fully aware that we are
being called to make this reality possible, that we are being
empowered as people of faith to make this reality possible,
that God’s own power and strength will guide us out of
exile into the place of promise. That it begins with us . . .
all of us agents of ‘making the way,’” said Rev. Huertas.

Rabbi Thomas Gardner with Beth Shalom Synagogue
reminded the crowd that hope is central in the fight against
AIDS. “Remember that the God who was with us through-
out the trials found in the Scriptures is still with us today.”

Urging participants to “pray for awareness,” Rev. Mary
Ann Garrett with St. James Episcopal Church hoped for
“unity of our faith communities, that we may work togeth-
er for the care of and the dignity of those affected by
HIV/AIDS, and that we might replace ignorance with edu-
cation.”

“Encourage our resolve to say, ‘Enough is enough,’”
added Rev. Garrett.

Prior to the 9:30 a.m. press conference, posters designed
by graphic design students from Baton Rouge Community
College were on display in the gallery. Using HIV/AIDS as

the central theme, the posters used dramatic and sometimes
shocking images to bring awareness to the devastation of
the disease. One design featured a man wearing a ball and
chain, representing the imprisoning affect of living with
HIV/AIDS.

During the press conference, Mayor Kip Holden
reminded the crowd that those living with the burden of
AIDS are “no different than you and I.”

“They are us. We are them. We are in this together,”
said Holden, who affirmed that government representatives
are committed at a local and statewide level to continue
fighting the disease and to raise levels of awareness.

The mayor firmly stated that the best weapon in the
fight against AIDS is “testing, testing, testing.” “Encourage
others to get tested for the disease. Set the example and get
tested, yourself.”

Stressing the importance of the involvement of the faith
community in the fight against AIDS, Holden encouraged
the crowd, “Don’t just get on your knees, stand up and do
everything you can to educate and elevate awareness.”

At the end of the service, Rev. Susie Thomas, associate
pastor at First UMC in Baton Rouge, invited the crowd to
place pebbles in a basket in remembrance of loved ones
who have died due to complications with AIDS. Several
participants wept openly as they brought their pebble to the
central table.

Rev. Thomas prayed, “As we place these stones togeth-
er on this table, help us to remember and to speak aloud
the name of one we know who was lost to AIDS. As our
voices speak these precious names, and as our hands place
these stones together, one by one, help us to hold our
friends in holy memory, and give us hope and courage to
envision a community where HIV/AIDS is no more.”
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World Aids Day, from page 1

Mayor Kip Holden, top, speaks at a press confer-
ence held during a World AIDS Day event in
Baton Rouge on Dec. 1. The event was covered
by Channel 9 WAFB, a local television station. A
poster designed by a Baton Rouge Community
College student stressing the high levels of
HIV/AIDS in Louisiana’s capital city was displayed
prior to the press conference. Rev. Susie Thomas
of First UMC, Baton Rouge offers prayer during a
service of remembrance.
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As part of the 2011 Louisiana Annual
Conference focus on ministry with the
poor, United Methodist churches through-
out the state have made extraordinary com-
mitments of money and service to alleviate
the suffering of the poor. Each local church
was asked to make a formal commitment
for service at the 2011 Louisiana Annual
Conference in Shreveport. 

Continuing a report that began in the
last issue of the Louisiana Now!, here are a
few reports on some of the exciting work
that is being accomplished by our churches. 

Atlanta United Methodist Church
(Alexandria District) recently prepared
food boxes and fruit baskets for families in
need.  

Downsville UMC (Monroe District) is

supporting Downsville High School stu-
dents and teachers with food, school sup-
plies, Angel Tree gifts and student incen-
tives. Turkeys, hams and gifts are being
provided to needy families during the holi-
day season. The church is sponsoring a
community food drive with the food being
distributed through Helping Hands.

Farmerville UMC (Monroe District) has
an ongoing food collection for a local food
bank, a handicap ramp ministry, and a
“shoe box” ministry with Bernice UMC
and a local Baptist church.

First UMC in Columbia (Monroe
District) supports the “Giving Spirit” food
pantry, the Angel Tree ministry, and assists
needy families with utility bills.

The Gilliam/Hosston charge along with

Hebert UMC (Shreveport District) is
involved in the “Tie That Binds” ministry
which provides scarves for the St. Agnes
homeless shelter in Baton Rouge. 

Lee’s Landing UMC (Baton Rouge
District) hosted a fundraiser to pay for a
$7,800 hospital bill and gave financial
assistance to a cancer patient. 

St. Mark UMC (Alexandria District) has
delivered food items to homes in the
Acadian Village Area near the church.
Monetary assistance has been given to a
number of persons who are chronically ill
or wheelchair bound.

St. Mark’s UMC (New Orleans District)
supports an ongoing outreach to the poor
and homeless, reaching between 100-125
each Sunday. Working with a men’s group

from Hunsville, Ala., the church recently
hosted an outdoor cookout with live music,
door prizes, and provision bags for those
attending. 

Thomas UMC (New Orleans District)
implemented an outreach ministry to home-
less persons living under a bridge in New
Orleans. Volunteers provided food, water
and clothes.

Vacherie UMC (Acadiana District) has
donated games, books and stuffed animals
to pediatric patients at St. James Parish
Hospital. The church also hosted a
Christmas dinner for those in need on Dec.
3. 

Wesley UMC (Acadiana District) hosted
a Thanksgiving dinner for elderly persons
living in a high rise facility.

Shopping on Black Friday — DONE!
Supporting Small Business Saturday —

DONE!
Worshipping on the First Sunday of

Advent — DONE!
Online ordering on Cyber Monday —

DONE!
The gift buying, tree decorating, party

planning and other pre-Christmas tasks can
easily overshadow Advent and spiritual
preparation for remembering Christ’s birth.
While Advent 2011 began on Nov. 27, 15
days remain before Christmas, still time to
use Advent devotions and activities deliv-
ered via email, downloaded to your com-
puter or mobile device or accessed on the
Web.

“The Journey” Smartphone app is based
on the new book by the Rev. Adam
Hamilton, but it also functions as a stand-
alone Advent calendar. The app, available
for iPhone, iPad and Android devices,
opens with seven unlocked activities for
children. A new one (videos, coloring
sheets, puzzles, cards, Bible quizzes)
opened daily, starting Dec. 1. 

A daily online retreat offers group dis-

cussion in addition to Scripture reading,
reflection and guided prayer practices.
Upper Room Ministries, a part of the
United Methodist Board of Discipleship,
and www.BeADisciple.com are sponsoring
the Nov. 27 – Dec. 25 retreat based on
“Behold! Cultivating Attentiveness in the
Season of Advent,” a new book by Pamela
Hawkins. Join in at
www.beadisciple.com/upperroom.html#beh
old 

Free daily Advent devotions with the
theme of “Passing the Peace” are delivered
daily by email from the Society of St.
Andrew. Writers reflect on where they have
witnessed or been an instrument of God’s
peace in the world. Each email includes a
link where readers can donate to Society of
St. Andrew’s hunger-fighting ministry in
the United States. Find these devotions at
www.endhunger.org/cgi-
bin/mojo.cgi?f=list&l=advent 

“Expecting the Word” is a free daily
devotional study, which can be read online
or downloaded. The National Council of
Churches published the study, based on the
texts for Advent from the “Revised

Common Lectionary,” through its Justice
for Women’s Working Group. The United
Methodist Board of Church and Society is
part of the group. Find the study at

www.wordsmatter.org/advent-
devotional/daily-devotions/ 

For more Advent and Christmas
resources, visit www.umc.org/advent.

Lee’s Landing UMC (Baton Rouge District) recently hosted a fundraiser to pay for a $7,800 hospital bill and gave financial assistance to a cancer patient. These efforts were part
of the church’s year long commitment to serving those in need. The hospital funds were presented to the patient, top left, and workers at the church prepare food for the fundrais-
er, top right.

Looking for something new this season?  Advent: Yes there’s an App for that

United Methodist churches statewide ramp up ministry with the poor



The Child-Sized Church:
Bible, Worship, Mission

Children’s Ministry Training
Hosted by the New Orleans District Ministry Team

Jan. 7, 2012
St. Charles United Methodist Church
1905 Ormond Blvd., Destrahan, La.
Cost: $3 or $5 after Jan. 1, 2012

Lunch will be provided
Focus on Children’s Church, Being the Church After

School, Vacation Bible School, Working with Tweens,
and more

Contact Mary Anne Schindler
(985) 764-8386 or 

Are you finding that church of today
is vastly different from the church of yes-
terday? And what about the church of
tomorrow? Are you prepared to be a
leader of the future church?

During 2012, the Louisiana Annual
Conference will be hosting a Christian
Education Leadership incubator. This
incubator will focus on developing lead-
ership abilities in those already taking a
lead in the educational role of the church,
whether that’s children, youth, adults or
even in worship.

Those who participate will agree to
read assigned materials, attend six meet-
ings throughout the year, and discuss
with their group how they can implement
the information acquired during the incu-
bator. 

The conference will be using the incu-
bator design and resources prepared by
the General Board of Discipleship. The
material was initially designed to be used
individually, but several who have started
the program indicate it is easier to work
on the materials with others supporting
you. 

The information can be viewed at:
http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/ninet/con-
tent3.aspx?c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=73229
75&ct=10874143&notoc=1 

There is no registration fee for the
incubator, but participants will be respon-
sible for overnight lodging on the days
that we gather. Individuals will also have
to purchase some of the books that we
will be reading for the incubator (you can
purchase all if you choose, but the read-
ing will be divided up to save cost.)

Also to save cost, the incubator will
meet in two separate locations, one locat-
ed in the northern part of the state, and
one in the southern part of the state.
Participants can pick the site closest to
them.

In June, both groups will meet togeth-
er prior to Annual Conference in
Shreveport. The final meeting will be
held in November, with both groups

coming together in
the central part of
the state.

Listed here are
the dates and meet-
ing place for each
group. I prayerfully
ask you to consider
participating in the
incubator to enhance
your work in God’s
Kingdom. If you
have questions,

please feel free to contact me, Rev. Dawn
Young, Director of Christian Education
for the Louisiana Annual Conference. I
can be reached at 

deacondawn@gmail.com or (318)

458-5860.

Southern Incubator-- (all meetings
are in 2012 at First UMC in Baton
Rouge, except the June and November
meetings; all meetings begin at 4 p.m. on
Friday and end at 3 p.m. on Saturday)

Meeting dates: Feb. 10-11; April 20-
21; June 1-2 (combined meeting @
Centenary College); Aug. 17-18; Oct. 26-
27; Nov. 30-Dec. 1. 

Northern Incubator--(all meetings
are in 2012 at Trinity UMC in Ruston,
except the June and November meetings;
all meetings begin at 4 p.m. on Friday
and end at 3 p.m. on Saturday)

Meeting dates: Feb. 17-18; April 13-
14; June 1-2 (combined meeting
@Centenary College); Aug. 24-25; Oct.
19-20; and Nov. 30-Dec.1.

Response to the incubators has been
very positive, so far. This project pro-
vides a thorough and supported approach
to developing leadership abilities in our
church volunteers.

Christian education is at the heart of
the role of the church. Find out how your
congregation can better provide a com-
plete and effective education program
with solid volunteer leadership.

Rev. Dawn Young
Director of Christian Education
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A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team
member holds a flashlight while Dr. Nee, a
Cambodian dentist, extracts a local
woman’s tooth during a February mission
to Cambodia.

The patient’s daughter consoles her as
she goes through the medical procedure.

The photograph won a recent photogra-

phy competition sponsored by 225, a mag-
azine published in Baton Rouge. 

The LAVIM team set up three separate
clinics during a seven-day period in
Febrary. A total of 1,900 patients were
treated, many of them with dental prob-
lems. Teeth are often extracted as there are
no adequate medical facilities.

Education incubator starts in 2012

Rev. Dawn
Young

Photo from mission wins competition 

Haven Trinity UMC - New Orleans
The United Methodist Women’s unit at

Historic Haven-Trinity United Methodist
Church hosted a fundraising and informa-
tional event for Haiti on Oct. 15.

The program, entitled “Challenges and
Hope for Haiti and Its People,” focused on
Haiti’s need for food, medical assistance,
housing and the rebuilding of its infrastruc-
ture. Information on problems with a rise
in cases of HIV/AIDS and the deportation
of refugees was also presented.

Dr. Roscoe Reddix, Sr. designed an art
display which he used during his presenta-
tion on the history of Haiti and its culture.

The church’s dance/praise team per-
formed a traditional Haitian dance. Evelyn
Martin talked about the United Methodist
connection and shared information on what
United Methodists are doing to help with
the disaster in Haiti. Rev. Charles
Washington, pastor, delivered the benedic-
tion to the sound of a Haitian drumbeat.

beronco@hotmail.com
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New Orleans District hosts ‘My Job’ training event for local churches 

The New Orleans District Ministry Team recently coordinated a ‘My Job’ training for local churches in the district. The event was hosted Nov. 19 at Munholland United Methodist
Church in Metairie. A total of 187 people attented the training which provided 23 separate presentations. More than 25 different churches attended the workshops. Rev. Simon
Chigumira, top left, led one of those presentations. Those attending the event received helpful ideas at information booths set up in the church.

University UMC - Baton RougeMt. Zion UMC - Calhoun

More than 350 students from University Terrace Elementary School in Baton Rouge
enjoyed a Christmas party sponsored by Kids Hope, a mentoring program staffed by
volunteers from University United Methodist Church.

Sisters Supporting Sisters gathered for a special service recently at Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. The ecumenical organization, led by Julia
Moore, prayed for survivors and those struggling with cancer. Rev. Clifton Conrad, pastor of Camphor UMC, is pictured with several of the 50-member group.

Camphor Memorial UMC, Baton Rouge hosts Pink Sunday service

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in Calhoun celebrated the dedication of their
expanded sanctuary on Nov. 6. Monroe District Superintendent Rev. Lynn Malone
led the service assisted by Rev Wayne Ray, pastor. A catered luncheon followed
the service.



(225) 346-1535      (800) 256-9317

www.umf.org

*Single Life Rates: Two-life rates are lower.

60 4.8%
65 5.3%
70 5.8%
75 6.5%
80 7.5%
85 8.4%
90+ 9.8%

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � 
 � 	 � � �
attractive rates, guaranteed for life!
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5K, from page 1

certified running clubs. Guidelines and
support provided by local running clubs
will play key roles in putting on the runs.
The race directors will work with volun-
teer committees, and the committees will
engage other volunteers from as many
local churches as possible in planning and
putting on these events.  As with our “Day
of Caring” event, there is a task for every
size church. Depending on available volun-
teers and resources, churches can:

•Provide a representative on one of the
race planning committees 

•Provide volunteers for the day of the
run/walk 

•Provide participants in one of the
run/walks 

•Gather prayer partners to offer up
prayers on April 21 for the success of the
event and the safety of the participants

With the Imagine No Malaria
Run/Walks, all of our churches will be
working in unison to make this event a
huge success. The race sites have been
chosen to make volunteering as convenient
as possible for every local church. This
type of event has a strong appeal for chil-
dren, youth and young adults!  Details
regarding the conference-wide event are
progressing in order to give churches as
much time as possible to plan for participa-
tion. For more information, contact Betty
Backstrom at bettybackstrom@la-umc.org

The logo above is just one part of the visual campaign that will be used to promote the Imagine No Malaria 5K/Fun Runs and Walks
slated for April 21, 2012 conference-wide.

Calendar of Events
License to Preach School
January 6-7
Wesley Center, Woodworth

The Awakening Weekend
January 6-8
Wesley Center, Woodworth

Perkins School of Youth Ministry
(certification)
January 7-12
Perkins School of Theology, Dallas

Perkins School of Youth Ministry
(adult workers with youth)
January 9-12
Perkins Schol of Theology, Dallas

The Happening
January 13-15
Wesley Center, Woodworth

LAVIM Leader Training
January 20-21
Wesley Center, Woodworth

CCYM Winter Meeting
January 20-21

United Methodist Women Sunday
January 22

Conference Board of Ordained
Ministry Retreat
January 23-24
Wesley Center, Woodworth

District Audit Week
January 25-27

License to Preach School
January 29-February 4
Wesley Center, Woodworth




