
A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team
will be working and sharing the Good
News on the island of Cuba Oct. 14-25,
2013. Twelve team members are ready to
serve Christ and the Christian Methodists
in Cuba in whatever capacity that is need-
ed. 

The team will likely be serving a local
church that needs help with construction on
the church building and/or the parsonage.

The Bishop and Cabinet of the Methodist
Church in Cuba consider the churches that
have the greatest need, and assign teams to
those locations. In recent years, our
LAVIM teams have worked and ministered
at La Iglesia de Boca de Camarioca on the
north shore, the Seminario Evangelico
Metodista (the new Methodist seminary) in
Havana, Juan Wesley Iglesia Metodista in
Baguano, Holguin and San Marcos Iglesia

Metodista in Camaguey.  
During these missions, teams worked

side by side with church members in con-
struction, worship and outreach. “We all
draw closer to Jesus Christ and one other
as we proclaim God’s love and grace,” said
Rev. Mark Martin, team leader.

The October LAVIM mission team is
full, but please listen for God’s call to serve
others in Cuba in October of 2014!
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Cambodia Connection

Cambodia / 5

McNeese Wesley / 3

Mexico / 6

On the other side of the world, a
country once marked by civil war, human
atrocities and great poverty is hurrying to
catch up with the 21st century. In the
midst of great economic growth, it has
been a place of spiritual awakening. The
missionaries of global Methodism have
invested in the Kingdom of God and the
humanity of Cambodia. The Louisiana
Annual Conference has had the privilege
of supporting and participating in this

work of resurrection. 
The first VIM delegations from

Louisiana joined in Bible Study for
Methodist pastors and the formation of
the early mission church. Returning
teams over the years have worked with
the in-country missionaries to bring VBS,
water filtration units and medical clinics
to churches in villages throughout the
country. Other teams have built sanctuar-
ies, parsonages and dormitories and
helped with the first Annual Conference
of the combined Methodist presences in

Cambodia. Support from Louisiana has
gone to help ministries to provide servic-
es for street children, training for young
men as diesel mechanics, rescue for
young women from the sex trade and
pastoral education for native
Cambodians. 

Most recently a LAVIM team spon-
sored by First UMC, Baton Rouge
returned from a February mission to the
Samrath area. Through a long-term com-

LAVIM teams serve on ‘other side of the world’

LAVIM team to travel and work in Cuba in October 2013

See Cambodia, page 5

Save the Date!

Early Response
Team training

Aug. 3
8:30 am-5:30 pm
First UMC

Denham Springs

BY JUDY FOUST &  ANN SUTTON



In years past, the call was for
persons to become full-time mis-
sionaries.  The world was trans-
formed by those who responded to
the call and who left everything in
order to follow where they were
sent in the name of Christ.  We
thank God for these saints of the
Church. We are grateful that there
are still those who are responding
to the call to become full-time mis-
sionaries throughout the world.
There is still such a need.

In recent years, our world has
become a global village.  We no
longer have to become full-time
missionaries in order to share the
love of God in far-away places.
Due to our travel options, we now
are able to make a short-term mis-
sion to anywhere in the world.
Lay and clergy members alike are
able to share the love of God in

Cambodia,
Russia, Cuba,
Haiti and a
myriad of
other places
throughout the
world--and
here in the
United States-
-while still
continuing
their “normal life’s calling.”  Just
ask the thousands of Louisiana
United Methodist folks who have
done just that!  

I am certain that they will tell
you of their own life changing
experiences due to Louisiana
Volunteers in Mission (LAVIM).
They will tell you about some
project that they accomplished dur-
ing the trip. Perhaps they built a
church, or repaired a home, or

taught during a Vacation Bible
School, or worked in a clinic or an
orphanage, or led a youth camp, or
lead in worship.  These are only a
few of the many projects that vol-
unteers have participated in
throughout the world.  

The main story they will share
with you is about the people they
met and the blessings they
received from those they went to
help.  You see, the project is only
the vehicle to sharing God’s love
and amazing grace.

LAVIM is alive and is continu-
ing.  As you can see in this edition
of the Louisiana Now!, there are
many varied VIM options avail-
able to you in the future.  There are
trained team leaders who have
experience in leading previous
teams.  There are United Methodist
missions and full-time missionaries

throughout the world waiting for
help on needed projects. There are
people in need who are looking for
your help. These same people are
waiting for you to respond in
Christian love and charity as the
hands and heart of God. 

I invite you to become a
LAVIM short-term “missionary.”  I
cannot promise that it will be easy,
or that you won’t have some aches
and pains. There may be a few
travel delays along the way as
well.  These sometime come with
the territory.  But I feel confident
in saying that God will shower
blessings on you as you become a
servant of Christ while serving
your brothers and sisters you have
yet to meet.

I can hardly wait to read about
your LAVIM witness next year.  It
will be awesome!

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission
(LAVIM) is alive and well, but it is differ-
ent.  At the 2012 Annual Conference, based
on recommendations from the Strategic
Vitality Task Force and the Conference
CFA, delegates voted to slash benevolence
funding for LAVIM.  The cut was one of
many such reductions in conference pro-
gram budgets. The reduction necessitates
the elimination of the Conference LAVIM
Office at the end of June 2013. To ensure
that missions will continue, a group com-
posed of select VIM Advisory Committee
members, Strategic Vision Transition Task
Force members, and experienced mission
team leaders explored alternative ways to
move this vital ministry back to local
churches and volunteers.  The group exam-
ined the purposes and functions of LAVIM
and proposed a working model for the
future.  The LAVIM Advisory Committee
endorsed the proposal in March.  Now it
depends on Louisiana United Methodists to
carry it forward.

The structure of the new LAVIM will
continue to evolve as we determine what
works best and who is participating.  Our
primary purpose, as endorsed by the vari-
ous committees, is first and foremost to
maintain and expand the mission outreach
of the Louisiana United Methodist Church.
We will facilitate this by equipping leaders
and participants through training in best
practices and Safe Sanctuary.  We will pro-
vide resources to link team leaders with

missionaries and mission projects, as well
as others on conference, jurisdictional and
national levels.  We hope to maintain a
master list of all Conference mission teams,
both VIM and non-VIM, that will enable
interested volunteers to connect with team
leaders and will promote communication
with the Bishop’s office.

A LAVIM Leadership Team composed
of volunteers representing various aspects
of missions, including geographical and
functional components, will carry out these
goals.  We have begun compiling a data-
base of individuals and churches with inter-
est and/or experience in specific mission
areas, both domestic and international.  We
will present opportunities for like-minded
people to gather and coordinate their
efforts. One person from each area will
represent their interest on the Leadership
Team. The functional members of the team
will include a coordinator, a co-coordinator,
a treasurer, a secretary, and members who
will organize training, scheduling and com-
munications.  This team will meet quarterly
to support these mission efforts.

Another component of LAVIM will be a
Speaker’s Bureau that will connect mis-
sioners with stories to tell and the churches
or groups who wish to hear them.  In addi-
tion, we are working on a partnership with
the Epworth Project in Slidell to help coor-
dinate domestic mission projects.

Key to all these efforts will be a new
and improved website where interested vol-
unteers will be able to peruse mission

opportunities.  Team leaders will be able to
recruit people and resources.  Links to team
blogs will keep the mission teams connect-
ed to people at home and will tell the mis-
sion stories as they unfold.  Tools for team
leaders such as legal forms and insurance
information will be downloadable from the
site.

All of these are ingredients in our vision
of the new LAVIM.  The potential is
tremendous, but will only be accomplished

with volunteers, individuals, groups and
churches working together.  Volunteers are
needed for everything from taking notes at
meetings or hosting a local training event
to leading a mission team to the other side
of the world.  Join the effort to be in mis-
sion with Christ to our brothers and sisters
both near and far.  Please contact Ben
McGehee at benmcgehee@gmail.com or
(318) 649-2173 to volunteer or for more
information.
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Go into all the world!

And are we yet alive?  The future of LAVIM - We are alive and well
BY DIANE REICH



The McNeese Wesley Foundation
served a week at Bahamas Methodist
Habitat during spring break, March 24-30.
The team of 10 was led by Lindsey
Sirman, a junior at McNeese, to Camp
Symonette in James Cistern on the family
island of Eleuthera.

Bahamas Methodist Habitat (BMH) is a
disaster relief and emergency home repair
outreach ministry of the Bahamas
Conference of the Methodist Church
through which volunteers work together to
repair and build homes for low-income
families in the Bahamas. Their goal is to
improve the living conditions and lifestyle
for families in need in the Bahamas, while
offering transforming experiences for vol-
unteers and homeowners by sharing and
receiving the love of Christ.

The team was able to work on five dif-
ferent houses in Hatchet Bay, spending the
week replacing shingles and plywood on
roofs. The first house they worked on was
next to a school, and it was such a blessing
to visit and play with the children there!

When explaining to people that we were
going on a mission to the Bahamas, it was
often hard for them to understand that, yes,
we will be surrounded by paradise— but in
the midst of it all, is poverty. Meanwhile,
the community says “Island time is Gods
time,” which was such a beautiful thing to
see because they weren’t worried about
material things—just about loving God and
others.

BMH recently started an after school
program for the children in James Cistern.
A few members from the team were able to
leave the worksite early to help with an
Easter egg hunt planned for those children
and then helped then with homework.  The
Wesley group delivered “pillow-case”
dresses made by generous ladies that were
donated to BMH and shared with some of
the girls on the island.

Abraham McIntyre, the director of
BMH, shared a story of how his first expe-
rience with Bahamas Methodist Habitat
was also through his Wesley Foundation.
Although the group received praise for
their efforts, the director of BMH at the

time reminded them that everything they
built would likely fall down after the next
hurricane struck the island. “After we heard
that, it all clicked. Yes, were repairing these
houses for those who needed it. But it’s not
just about that... it’s how we grow from this
experience after becoming the hands and
feet of Jesus.  It’s the relationships we gain
with our brothers and sisters in Christ!  As

the saying goes, ‘Don’t focus so much on
the task, but remember the purpose’.” 

The loving, caring, giving and servant
hearts of Bahamian people revealed Christ
to us; whether it was through a simple
wave while passing by, a smile, a warm
hug or a cheerful laugh. We were blessed to
be a blessing.”   

Almost any good thing begins with a
specific encounter or pathway with some-
thing that feels right, perhaps “holy” or
transcendent: a place, an emotion, an
image, music, a program, a ministry, an
idea that suddenly gives you access to
God’s bigger world; a pathway to greater
service and even more and greater encoun-
ters with the holy. The natural and univer-
sal response is to idealize that way, that
experience, that pathway of doing it. It
becomes sacred for you . . . natural.

The only mistake is that some will con-
clude that this is the best way, the superior
way, and the “only” way for everybody.  It
is a common response because what is
familiar makes us comfortable and safe,
and “it’s the way we have always done it.”

We have had a good run for the past 15
years with Louisiana Volunteers in Mission
(LAVIM) as part of the conference staff.
Thousands have braved what was, to them,
a new world of hands-on mission. 

Through conference media, we have

told hun-
dreds of
stories of
new
visions,
expanded
horizons,
and new
callings to
next steps
in Christ’s
service.
Epiphanies
have led to
ordina-
tions, pro-
fessional
missionary
service,
and the beginnings of new ministries
around the world. Suddenly, a larger world
became more intimate when volunteers “on
fire” for God found that in mission service,
they have jumped out of the frying pan into

overwhelm-
ing flames
of faith in
the new
experiences
of service
and worship
of others
around the
world.

Diane
Reich and
the mem-
bers of the
Louisiana
Volunteers
in Mission
Advisory
Committee

have been working hard to set the structure
for stimulating ongoing mission zeal for
our individuals and churches.  Some of it
still to be discovered, all of it aimed at cre-
ating a stronger and even more expanded

hands-on mission service for this confer-
ence. Please read Diane’s letter regarding
the new outline of the LAVIM for
Louisiana. Although LAVIM will no longer
be a conference office administrated min-
istry, we greet with excitement the greater
role of Louisiana’s churches and mission
leaders to carry on the work of mission
volunteers around the world. There will be
more to do, more details to cover, but more
challenge, more learning, stronger service
and volunteers—a greater encounter with
the holy.

It has been my pleasure to “encounter
the holy” every day from this office on the
third floor at 527 North Boulevard and in
my travels and relationships with mission-
aries and volunteers around the world, to
see you grow and mature in your mission
service, to hear your stories, to mark with
you the stones where life has taken a new
turn or you realized the turn was made long
ago. But our mission work is not over!!

Larry Norman, Director LAVIM

McNeese Wesley Foundation contin-
ued their ongoing support of LAVIM
sending a team to Rio Bravo, Mexico in
December of 2012. Serving the ministries
of Manos Juntas, Rev. Angela Bulhof and
McNeese nursing student Katrina Ward
led 12 team members across the border to
provide medical clinics in remote areas of
Tamulipas innorth-east Mexico

The group returned to Manos Juntas
within 11 months of their last mission,
Rev. Bulhof explained: “Last summer, our
own Michael McFarlain (Wesley
Foundation student intern and 2012
McNeese College of Nursing graduate)
accepted United Methodist missionary
Willie Berman’s invitation to be an
Individual Mission Volunteer with Manos

Juntas. We were so excited for him!  What
a blessing it was to see the relationships
God had knit together in just a few short
months.”

A team including five McNeese
College of Nursing students and graduates
was assembled to serve Vamos Tamulipas,
a marginal colonia on the outskirts of Rio
Bravo. The Methodist Church of Mexico
has built a community center used for pro-
viding the area with a preschool, vocation-
al training and monthly medical clinics for
residents. With the help of a Mexican doc-
tor, lab technician and translators (includ-
ing Ecuadorian team member, Tatiana
Estrada), the team provided triage and
pharmacy services for about 175 patients
over a two-day period.

Rev. Bulhof and team member
Amanda Casnave interviewed on-camera
Julian Otero, director of Manos Juntas.
Otero assisted with the filming of a wind-
shield survey for Casnave’s College of
Nursing Community Health Class. The
trio spoke with Doctora Marisol and com-
munity residents about their lives, their
dreams and their needs. 

After visiting with residents of the
inpoverished area, Casnave felt a strong
call to lead another team of her fellow
nursing students back to Tamulipas in
August of 2012. “We get so caught up in
traditions of the way we were raised and
how we plan for things to work out that
we fail to pay attention to the lessons God
has for us.  I will never forget the little

lady with the six kids whose husband beat
her and had a drinking problem.”

In February, Casnave’s Community
Health class developed a series of posters
and teaching tools to help the residents of
Vamos Tamulipas learn about basic
hygiene, wound care, alcoholism, garden-
ing, housekeeping, recreation, domestic
abuse and common illnesses. They also
collected donations from Lake Charles
area businesses for the Vamos Tamulipas
Community Center. The items included
portable soccer goals and hundreds of soc-
cer jerseys, and a new laptop and projec-
tor for health education. Casnave’s team,
including several of her classmates, will
deliver these items and volunteer for
another two-day clinic Aug. 1-4, 2013.
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McNeese Wesley Foundation spends spring break building in the Bahamas
BY REV. ANGELA BULHOF

Students from McNeese Wesley Foundation provide medical services in Rio Bravo, Mexico

From the Director of Louisiana Volunteers in Mission: Larry Norman
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Dear friends in the Louisiana Annual
Conference of The United Methodist
Church, 

I am Lillian Wallace, an active mission-
ary of the General Board of Global
Ministries from May 1956 to December 31,
1995. I have continued to serve in India as
a deaconess of the Methodist Church, mak-
ing this a 57-year relationship with my
wonderful friends in India as of July 13. 

I want to thank you for the amazing
mission work you and your conference
have been doing through the hundreds of
Volunteers In Mission teams sent out all
over the world for years, helping people in
need.

It was only in 2006 that I realized the
tremendous value of the United Methodist
Church Volunteers in Mission program, and
when LAVIM teams started coming to
India. The volunteers came and gave their
time and their financial resources to make a
difference. This way of sharing is very
important in India, where the culture is to

give or receive money and pay to have
OTHERS do the work we ourselves can
do.    

We have found that when our people
start working side by side with the VIM
team members, they 

discovered that doing for themselves
brings joy and happiness to the work. The
example of the teams, giving of them-
selves, has brought to life the value and
beauty of our Lord’s call to Christian
Service — to go in to all the world and
preach the Gospel. 

On behalf of our institutions where the
teams have worked and where I have been
personally involved, I want to volunteers
for the wonderful support we have been
receiving from your LAVIM office and
program over the past eight years. I only
wish you could see personally the transfor-
mation which has happened in every place
your people worked and come to know the
people. 

It all started in 2006 with a team of 19

people who came for a six-day series of
medical camps. Nearly 5,000 men, women
and children in six different villages were
served.

When in the Bareilly area, the teams
have stayed in our Warne Baby Fold
orphanage. They also conducted VBS with
children coming from the Baby Fold and
our seven Methodist churches. The Sunday
School teachers also attended, helped and
picked up new ways of conducting VBS.

In 2007, a team cemented a multipur-
pose area in the center of the new Baby
Fold building. Volunteers from seven
Methodist churches joined in to work with
the team. Working with the teams has been
a wonderful experience for our people
because they are not accustomed to doing
physical work outside their own home. Our
seminary students have helped ith several
teams and they are learning the value of
working together.  LAVIM team members
provided funding for an $8,000 backup
generator to be installed so that fans could

be provided for the children on hot nights
when local power sources fail (which is
almost every night).

In 2008, a LAVIM team renovated
the Clara Swain Hospital Burn Unit and
painted the outside of the four buildings
surrounding the center quadrangle, trans-
forming its appearance. While staying at
the Baby Fold, the team members decided
to raise funds for the building of a chapel. 

In 2008 – 2009, the Wesley Foundation
at McNeese State University brought a
team of wonderful, energetic students who
worked in the Baby Fold and at the Sat Tal
Christian Ashram.

In 2009, a team worked on the chapel,
painting much of the building. 

In 2010, a LAVIM team worked at the
Sat Tal Christian Ashram, renovating an
old building which would provide addition-
al accommodations for the increasing num-
ber of people using the facility. 

A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team
was welcomed at the Warne Baby Fold in
Bareilly, India this past February. Smiling
children presented flower leis to the group,
led by Judy Barbay. Team members includ-
ed John and Pam Toney, Carlos and Saroj
Welch, LeRoy Clavenna, Guy Johnson and
Winnie Aguzin-Gibbs.  

The team, with the assistance of profes-
sional painters and seven students from
North India Theological College, painted
the buildings of the Clara Swain Medical
Clinic in the village of Faridpur.

After seeing the joy and fun the group
was having, the team bus driver (a Hindu)
and his Muslim assistant helped paint also.
With such a team, all eight buildings of the
Clara Swain Medical Clinic were painted.
With project funds provided by the team
members, other improvements were made
to the clinic including the waterproofing of
three leaking roofs, the interior remodeling
of two of the buildings to create a men’s

ward and a living quarters for the clinic’s
driver, the building of two retaining walls,
and major cleanup of the clinic’s grounds.

In addition, a LAVIM medical team led
by Beverly Dinnel stayed in the Warne
Baby Fold in February. All of the children,
staff and any family members were invited
to a medical and dental clinic held at the
Baby Fold. Team members included
Sharon Bengston, Stephanie Catoe, Joyce
Clavena, Kinsey Dinnel, Hope Gambel,
Suzanne Jones, James Jones, Vickie Lacy,
John Lacy, Kimberly Moore and Jerrice
Prince. 

The next several clinics were held in
school buildings in rural villages surround-
ing Faridpur. While some schools closed
for the day, one school pulled out mats for
the students to continue class in the school
yard. Several team members were recruited
for English and geography lessons. The
clinics offered general medical, eye exams,
women and children services, lab services

and a dental clinic. Several hundred
patients were seen each day with a variety
of issues. 

Many patients looked much older than
their age due to a life full of long hours of
physical labor outdoors. They never com-
plained about waiting in line in the hot sun
or cold, windy rain. Just when the team
began to get weary, one of the villagers or
mission staff would show up with chai and
snacks.

Construction team members also held a
Vacation Bible School for the children of
the Warne Baby Fold.  Guy Johnson put
together a great curriculum which included
a puppet show.  Joining the LAVIM volun-
teers,  the team bus driver and his assistant
were swept up in the enthusiasm and
helped with all of the VBS activities with
the children.

Added blessings were in store for the
construction team in the kind and loving
acts of the Indian people and children in

caring for Guy during his recuperation
from a fall. When the group went on tour
to see the Taj Mahal,  they joined up with
the LAVIM medical team which would be
providing medical camps the following
week at the Clara Swain Medical Clinic.

As usual, Carlos and Saroj Welch were
invaluable in aiding the team with inter-
preting and with understanding and dealing
with cultural differences. “Mission in India
is always a rich experience. Everywhere
during the mission, the group met the face
of Christ in the people they worked with
and those they encountered. God was there
and took care of us and ensured a success-
ful mission. We truly experienced the mira-
cle of mission,” said team leader, Judy
Barbay.  

A team is planning to return to India
Dec. 26, 2014.  Consider joining the team,
and find out more by contacting Judy
Barbay at (225) 939-1623 or barbayj@hot-
mail.com .
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India LAVIM missions in February 2013 gave medical, construction aid

A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission medical team traveled to India in February and March and offered eight days of medical camps to the Faridpur area including two
days at the Clara Swain Faridpur Clinic. The team also staged a medical clinic at the Warne Baby Fold, a favorite destination for LAVIM teams for over eight years.
While there, the team discovered that many of the children had dental problems that needed immediate attention as well as instruction in dental hygiene. Dr. Subodh
Phillips, a local dentist who worked with the team in all the clinics, offered the services of his dental clinic to do the work needed among the eight plus children as a
gift. The team donated the funds to buy the materials needed and most of the work has already been completed by Dr. Phillips and his staff.

See Lillian Wallace, page 8

A letter from Lillian Wallace, a GBGM missionary working in India
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mitment, a well, a church and a dormitory
for high school students have been con-
structed. This team began the construction
of a second dormitory, provided medical
care and VBS for children, and leadership
training with pastors and lay leadership. 

The highlight of this mission was the

ministry to children. The week began with
23 and ended with nearly 80 children. In
anticipation of the closing program, partici-
pants had a shampoo, fingernails trimmed
and were provided with new clothes. Each
child received a certificate and a picture of
his or her "makeover." A nurse on the team
was able to offer daily wound care, antibi-
otics and prayer to a young girl with a
severe infection on her ankle. Eshter

Gitobu, the in-country missionary, reported
that she found the child completely healed
during a follow-up visit to the village. 

Three missions are scheduled to contin-
ue the work in Cambodia. A youth VIM
team,  based out of St. Timothy's UMC in
Mandeville, will be in Cambodia July 17-
30, 2013 for another rousing youth retreat.
First UMC, Baton Rouge, will field another
team in March of 2014 to continue their

work in the Samrath. A medical team based
out of First UMC, Benton will go Nov. 21 -
28 to work with local churches and health
officials on basic health care. 

Our long term relationship with
Cambodia has allowed us the privilege of
seeing God's work in this “country of chil-
dren.” The work continues and your
prayers, support and presence make a dif-
ference. 

Have you ever imagined what the early
days of the church were like?  Those excit-
ing, energetic, spirit-filled churches as
described in the book of Acts are visible
today in Cambodia.

Although Cambodia is 96 percent
Buddhist, the Methodist Church is vibrant
and growing rapidly.  In 1989, there were
three Methodist churches; today there are
over 154 congregations, plus additional
meeting points. Due to war, poverty and
disease, the vast majority of church mem-
bers and Cambodians at large are under the
age of 30. One of the main objectives of
the Cambodia Mission Initiative is to
empower Christian youth—who represent
the first generation of Christians in
Cambodia—through employment, leader-
ship and Bible study.   

To further this objective, Louisiana

United Methodists helped facilitate the first
national Methodist Youth Camp in 2008.
Over 200 Cambodian youth from churches
across the country gathered for a week of
worship, Bible study, small group sessions,
fellowship and lots of fun. The event was
so successful that the Cambodian
Methodist Youth Committee determined to
make the gathering an annual event. VIM
teams from Louisiana returned to partici-
pate in the 2010 Youth Camp and for a
southern District Youth Rally in 2012.
Team members expressed amazement at
the dedication and joy in the faith of these
youth; some had only been Christians for a
few weeks, while others were born into
Christian families.  Some attended camp at
great personal cost, both emotionally and
physically.  Through the years, these
Methodist youth gatherings have provided

significant encouragement and resources to
assist the young believers in their faith
journeys.

In July of this year, a LAVIM team will
again take part in a national Methodist
Youth Camp.  This year’s theme is “Put on
the full armor of God so that you can take
your stand against the devil’s schemes,”
with the Scripture focus of Ephesians 6:10-
14.  The Cambodian Methodist Youth
Committee has planned the theme and the
activities for approximately 250 youth.
Louisiana’s St. Timothy on the Northshore
UMC has raised funds to sponsor the camp
and is providing VIM team leadership.
Team members will teach several large-
group Bible studies and four small group
lessons on various aspects of Christian liv-
ing. They will also join the youth in wor-
ship, music, dancing, fellowship and

games.  
In addition to the Youth Camp, the team

will visit other mission projects, worship
with local congregations, lead several mini-
VBS programs and tour historical sites.
Already at work preparing for these pro-
grams, the team is composed of 14 mem-
bers, young and young-at-heart, from five
churches in Louisiana and California.

If you would like to support this
endeavor, please contact Diane Reich at
diane845@gmail.com or (985) 845-2147.
The missionaries have requested supplies
to make health kits. Monetary donations
and prayer support are always appreciated.
Follow the mission adventure on the team
blog at http://cmyc2013.wordpress.com/
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Cambodian youth will “put on the full armor of God” at national camp

Cambodia, from page 1
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This year, we are starting the new
building for the Betania school. The cur-
rent facilities are in downtown Reynosa,
in the backyard of the Betania Clinic. The
limitation on the space for both institu-
tions has pushed this project to be a top
priority for the Reynosa area. Current
construction projects like Pueblo de Dios
Methodist Church building will continue
until we complete our commitment. 

The current school building is in
downtown Reynosa which is located
behind the Betania Clinic and both of
them have reached the point of no more
room to grow; the city is growing towards
the West side and many families are hav-
ing a difficult time accessing our school
and we have seen a decrease every year
on the number of students.  

Currently, I have been assigned as the
new Board Chair starting the next school
year. The lot where we will build the
school is property of the Methodist
Church of Mexico; it was purchased by
the Methodist Church Piedra Angular
(Cornerstone).  They own two lots and
they will be building their new church
sanctuary in the other lot. These lots are a
few meters apart.  The partnership is to
use one lot for the school and the facilities
will also be used by the church as their
Educational building. We are blessed by
having approximately $26,000 at the
United Methodist Foundation of
Louisiana that we are dedicating to this
project for matching funds for LAVIM
teams coming to partner with us on the
project.
Teams in 2013

We are receiving teams from Monroe,
McNeese Nursing School, Louisiana
College Nursing School, Bossier,
Shreveport, Belle Chase, Pineville and
New Orleans. Some of them will work on
this project after this summer.  The sched-
ule of teams and costs of the mission will
be managed by my office after June 30.
Know that we are working so can have all
the support you need to come and work
with us.  Construction funds given by
Louisiana teams working on the Betainia
School will provide the additional benefit
of matching funds from the Valle

Hermosa LAVIM dedicated funds housed
at the UM Foundation of Louisiana there-
by doubling their effectiveness in pur-
chasing materials for the school’s con-
struction. The Valle Hermosa Methodist
Foundation grant administrated through
LAVIM  has already helped to complete
three churches, assist with work on two
clinics and assist with work on several
schools and kindergartens.  The Betania
will be only one of several projects made
possible by LAVIM and the UM
Foundation of Louisiana.
The Mobile Dental-Medical Clinic

With this project, we will bring free
dental, medical and educational resources
to rural and suburban communities in our
area of operation. Our plan is to organize
at least one monthly visit to previously
selected locations, providing at least 40
general medical consultations and 20 den-
tal consultations per day. The duration of
each campaign will be determined by
population size in the selected locations.
We also plan to participate in government
sponsored campaigns at their invitation.
The estimated target population initially
covered by this program is 18,500 and the
minimum dental and medical coverage to
be provided will be 140 dental and 280
general medical consultations in 10
months. 

The Mobile Clinic will be installed in
a 48-foot trailer, equipped with two dental
rooms with their furnishings, one general
medicine consultation room, an x-ray/lab
area, pharmacy, reception and restroom.
Patients will have a waiting area  with
chairs on the outside of the clinic, covered
by roll-out canvases on both sides. These
outside areas will also be used for educa-
tional and evangelizing purposes with
audio visual aids. Folding access ramps
and stairs will be attached to the trailer. 

The trailer will be prepared to draw
energy from outside but will also have its
own generators for areas where electricity
is not available. It will also have its own
vacuum/pressure, lighting, hydraulic, air
conditioning and electric systems, plus a
wireless 3G or similar internet access.  

With a few exceptions, most of the
equipment will be new. This will repre-
sent lower maintenance costs and easy

replacement parts availability, when need-
ed. Obsolete equipment is more expensive
to maintain and repairs are not always
possible as parts are not available any-
more.

This mobile clinic and all of the instru-
ments will be obtained through a donation
of funds from LAVIM Medical Dental
funds housed at the United Methodist
Foundation of Louisiana. The Mobile
Dental Medical Clinic Program is a long
term, high impact project that will be
expanded in its scope as soon as condi-
tions allow. The initial year will provide
measurable results that will help us refine
and improve our services. Many rural
communities are left without the type of
attention we will offer with the Mobile
Clinic and the need is always there.
Manos Juntas and the Methodist Church
of Mexico will improve their presence in
our community.
School supplies from Louisiana Drive

We are inviting you to collect school
supplies for our children. I plan to collect
them in June and July.  Please contact me
for the list of items and to check the
schedule for me to pick them up as I am
planning on visiting a few churches again
this summer.  I will also be teaching at the
United Methodist Women Mission-u
event in July at The Wesley Center in
Woodworth.
Thrift store for Scholarship Program

We have started a thrift store where
80% of the earnings will be applied
toward the Manos Juntas scholarship pro-
gram. We are receiving in-kind donations
for the store. The scholarship program is
focusing on college students; we have
about 13 students that we are supporting
with a scholarship amount of $220 dollars
per semester, which is the tuition cost at a
government college.
April 21, 2013, Roca Eterna Methodist
Church Mission in Rio Bravo celebrat-
ed one year.

When Michael McFarlain, a graduate
student from the McNeese Nursing school
in Lake Charles, came to Rio Bravo last
summer to spend some months with us as
an UM Individual Volunteer, we had start-
ed a new church with Sunday services at
the Manos Juntas facilities. He was a

boost for this project with his passion for
the Lord, inviting a lot of people that he
met at our clinic, and in the community to
attend our services, his music and testi-
mony impacted them and now we are cel-
ebrating our first anniversary with a regu-
lar attendance of close to 30 people where
most of the congregation are youth.   I am
the lead pastor, (scary!) and Pastor Efrain
Escorza, Director of the Christian School
for the Deaf Ministry is the associate pas-
tor. My children, Marla (17) plays the
drums and Alex (13) plays the electric
guitar. And my wife Veronica she tells all
of us what to do!  

A Dollar a Day: 365 Partners
We continue to invite you or your

Sunday School class or your Church to
partner in any of these ministries with
$365 dollars per year donation to Manos
Juntas. One dollar a day can make a big
Christian difference.  Please read more at
our web page www.handstogethermexi-
co.org

Finally, I would like to mention the
honor that has been to serve God in this
ministry being mentored by a great friend,
Larry Norman. Through his ministry and
leadership, the San Pablo District of the
Eastern Conference of the Methodist
Church of México learned to partner with
US mission teams. I was empowered to
serve and partner with them to the poorest
of my people and to equip local churches
to start new ministries.   I can only imag-
ine, how many times he answered the
phone to people that were not satisfied
with my performance as the México VIM
coordinator, and he used every time to
teach them and me about flexibility and to
remind them about the love of Christ
through patience and service. Today, we
have a strong missions program in this
area thanks to people like Larry, Brenda
and Amanda in the LAVIM office. . .and
today, we can say that with us or without
us, the mission of God will continue the
right way, having God and the local lead-
ership to lead the work

Guillermo “Willie” Berman
Manos Juntas/VIM Director
wberman@prodigy.net.mx

An update fromWillie Berman, Mexico VIM/Manos Juntas
Dear Friends,

Worshippers celebrate first anniversary of Roca Eterna Methodist Church
Mission.

Architectural rendering of the new Betania Kindergarten and Elementary
School building.
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They have been sent to the ends of the
earth and now they are coming to us.
Several missionaries with Global Missions
will be in the Louisiana Conference this
summer and fall. They can be your guest! 

Marsha Alexander, is the director of the
Asbury College on the island of Anda in
the Philippines. Marsha has ties with Sager
Brown, Manos Juntas Mexico in Rio Bravo
and University UMC in Lake Charles. She
will be in Louisiana in early September and
still have dates available to visit your
church. More information on Marsha can
be found at

http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-
Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-
Profiles/Alexander-Marsha-Gail

Drs. Pierre Manya and Simeon Kahala
work in the challenging world of the
Democratic Republic of Congo. They com-
bine the administration of health services
through our Methodist institutions with
clinic work throughout the country,
addressing health issues related to severe
poverty and infectious diseases like
HIV/AIDS. They will be in Louisiana June
9 - 19 and have open dates to visit your
church.

http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-
Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-
Profiles/Manya-Pierre

http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-
Our-Work/Missionaries-in-
Service/Missionary-Profiles/Kashala-
Simeon

David and Lorene Persons will be
returning to the United States after careers
of teaching in a Bible college in the Congo.
They will be visiting in the spring of 2014.
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-
Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-
Profiles/Persons-David

Willie Berman is the anchor for our
long-term ministry in Mexico. Willie is in
Louisiana frequently and can visit your
congregation.
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-
Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-
Profiles/Berman-Guillermo

Open the door to global missions by
hosting a missionary to your church. More
information and scheduling are available
through Rev. Ann Sutton,
revann70507@gmail.com

Bring global ministries to your congregation: Host a missionary!

A heartfelt word of thanks to Brenda, Amanda, Pat and Don . . .

I have been asked to explain my role in
mission in regards to the Louisiana
Conference. I serve as the coordinator of
UMVIM activities and resource person  for
the 15 (soon to be 13) conferences within
the nine states that comprise the South
Central Jurisdiction.  It’s best to think of
my position as one of helping to match
people and resources to mission needs. To
ensure volunteers are provided information,
contacts,  team leader training and other
resources to help them in their missions. 

What are the specifics of my job?  I
help coordinate training within the jurisdic-
tion and also serve as a trainer for portions
of UMVIM Leadership Training and
Individual Volunteers Training.  I help
coordinate the UMVIM teams within the
jurisdiction. I maintain summaries of the
UMVIM teams and their activities and pre-

pare mid-year and
annual reports so
that the jurisdic-
tion and General
Board of Global
Ministries can
track progress,
effectiveness and
impacts. To facili-
tate communica-
tions within the
jurisdiction, and
especially to alert
volunteers to
resources available, I publish Connections,
the jurisdiction’s bi-monthly UMVIM
newsletter, and update the UMVIM por-
tions of the jurisdiction’s website
http://scj.umportal.org :  the UMVIM
resource page, the UMVIM electronic

newsletter, the UMVIM breaking news
section, etc.  To help explain UMVIM,
recruit UMVIM volunteers, and facilitate
communications, I visit and speak at annual
conferences,  mission fairs, UMVIM cele-
brations and individual churches.  In the
area of Disaster Response, I prepare and
maintain lists of resources and provide
alerts to the conference Disaster
Coordinators and other trained personnel
for disasters. I assist in the exchange of
UMVIM and Disaster Response teams
across conference and jurisdictional bound-
aries. The cultivation of contacts with
GBGM, national and international church
leaders, and project agencies within the
United States is an important part of this
position. Finally I support several special
programs within the jurisdiction: Individual
Volunteers, Methodist Border Friendship

Commission, Justice for Our Neighbors,
NOMADS, Primetimers, UM Army,
Global Health Volunteers, etc. 

Each of the VIM Conference
Coordinators performs a similar training,
coordination and leadership role within his
or her respective conference. As a group,
we meet twice a year to integrate new
GBGM policies and procedures into the
jurisdiction, to exchange best practices,
update our personal knowledge regarding
UMVIM programs and projects, and to
update our leadership training. We have a
strong team—and share our knowledge and
talents, as we are all called to be “in mis-
sion together”. 

Debbie Vest, SCJ UMVIM Director

One of my favorite sayings begins with
the words, “No man goes his way alone…”

The work of Brenda Coppit, Amanda
Short, and before Amanda, Pat Mauras and
others has helped make the ministry of
LAVIM what it is today.  Brenda has been
with us from almost the beginning.  Her
dedication, devotion, ideas and improve-
ments to our office schedule and policies
have significantly impacted the LAVIM
program.  She has been a minister of this
work and “the voice of LAVIM on the

phone.”  Amanda has brought her very sig-
nificant financial knowledge and personal
energy to our office in the last few years.
Her MBA education, strong financial
expertise and professionalism have helped
us to fill in any gaps in communication and
provided records and statistics by which we
have continued to guide and develop our
ministry.  Pat (although with us for all too
short a time, before retiring) helped us
acclimate to new financial accounting soft-
ware, periodic reports and statistical inven-

tories. Through it all, the three have given
tirelessly to their daily work and to annual
trainings. Ladies, it has been my great priv-
ilege to make this journey with you—all
for the glory of God!

I must also express my appreciation to
Don Leger who has been our CPA and the
author of our team financial software.
Although not a United Methodist, Don
quickly came to love our mission work and
to be part of the team.  He has worked tire-
lessly, hours here and hours at home, part-

nering with Amanda, Brenda and Pat to
achieve efficiency, transparency and pro-
gram strength.

LAVIM has become what it is due to the
vision and efforts of those who have
worked in this office. Our conference mis-
sional efforts will become even more, with
others standing on this foundation of
strength and encouragement.

Larry Norman, Director LAVIM

The Primetimers Program of the United
Methodist Church, Office of Global
Ministry, offers educational and mission
service experiences for older adults.
Exciting five to 10 day events offer oppor-
tunities for educational forums, cross-cul-
tural exposure,  faith-filled reflection, and
greater exposure to the work of The United
Methodist Church and the church univer-
sal.   In 2013 missions were planned to
Scotland, Jamaica, Henderson Settlement
in Kentucky and Jamaica.  Already the
2014 calendar is being readied for seven
events and will include India, Nicaragua,
Costa Rica and Serbia and Henderson
Settlement, Scarrett Bennette College and
Epworth by the Sea.  The goal of
Primetimers is to provide new service and

learning experiences for older persons,
offering opportunities for intentional educa-
tion, faith-filled reflection and cross-cultur-
al appreciation in the context of Christian
mission.  Primetimers serves the ministries
of the UMC and its faith partners, creating
informed interpreters of the mission and
heritage of the UMC.  It also seeks to
strengthen relationships of the local church
with those with whom they are in mission,
enabling interaction with grassroots efforts
to address the needs of “the least of these.
More information can be found at prime-
timers@gbgm-umc.org.  

The Individual Volunteers program pro-
vides a way to serve beyond the mission
“team.” Your life can be changed by volun-
teering in mission. Become an individual

volunteer. The opportunities for volunteers
are diverse, including such positions as
case managers for refugees, teachers, pas-
tors, camp directors, children and youth
assistants, and health care administrators
and practitioners. 

The length of service is a minimum of
two months and can extend to two years or
more. Because individual volunteers are
often viewed as missionaries by the host
community, they should be people of faith,
and preferably have some mission experi-
ence by having worked with their local
church, campus ministry, or other faith
community. Living in a different culture,
whether nationally or internationally, pres-
ents challenges that require maturity and
strong interpersonal and cross-cultural

skills.  All volunteers must be at least eight-
een years of age. They are expected to fund
raise for their monthly living expenses, as
well as for transportation to and from the
placement site. Before being considered as
an individual volunteer, interested candi-
dates must apply and attend a training and
orientation session. 

Those interested in this way of serving
must attend and become certified in one of
the Individual Volunteers Training Events
scheduled throughout the year, throughout
the United States.  Training opportunites
left in 2013 are in Kansas, Oregon and
New York.  Please go to the IndiVol web
site at indivols@umcmission.org for further
information and a registration form.

From the desk of Debbie Vest, South Central Jurisdiction UMVIM Director

Debbie Vest

Unique mission opportunities offered: Primetimers, Individual Volunteers
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Now, he’s helping the needy rebuild smiles.Now, he’s helping the needy rebuild smiles.
Dr. Mills was a dentist, but also a man with a 
generous spirit. 
After participating in medical missions 
through his church, he designated his 
favorite mission as the beneficiary of his 
lucrative pension plan.

Because of his foresight, there is a new 
dental suite and two mobile dental units to 
provide full dental services to the poor in 
Reynosa, Mexico.
Thanks to Dr. Mills, the needy have 
something to smile about.

Include your favorite mission in 
your will or estate planning. 

Contact the Foundation to learn how. (225) 346-1535   www.umf.org
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Pictured in St. Mark’s new kitchen facilities are Gary Lipps, Doug Holmes, Bryan
Burns, Buddy Darion, Chuck Reynolds, Howard McKissack and Sam Hubbard.
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Feeding the homeless in New Orleans
We were so thrilled when Bishop and

Mrs. Hutchison joined the team at the
Warne Baby Fold for the dedication of the
Baby Fold chapel.

In 2011, team worked at the Ashram
alongside North India Theological stu-
dents, who split their time between work-
ing and participating in counseling sessions
with Carlos and Sarojini Welch.  So many
wonderful things happened!

A LAVIM medical team worked at the
hospital in Faridpur, offering clinics for the
village and townspeople. 

This year, a team worked with seminary
students to paint the outside of the hospi-
tal’s eight buildings; the inside of three;
renovated two buildings; and waterproofed
three roofs which were leaking badly. The
entire hospital has a new and beautiful
look and is sending a happy message to the
public. They also conducted a VBS for our
Warne Baby Fold children.

Also, the medical team was able to
serve 2,497 village people. Dr. Subodh
Phillips, a very committed Christian den-
tist, has volunteered to follow up and take
care of the Babyfold children who need
dental work, only charging for materials.
Fortunately, some of the leftover team
money will help to cover these costs.

Since the second LAVIM mission team
to India when the Warne Baby Fold first
became licensed by the government of
India to allow for international sponsor-
ships LAVIM team members have consis-
tently provided scholarships for many of
our students.  Already team members have
promised their continuance of these impor-
tant scholarships on into the future.

I cannot close without thanking retired
missionaries Rev. Carlos and Sarojini
Welch, who served as missionaries in India
for 40 years- and who, along with Dr.
Cherian Thomas of GBGM, originally sug-
gested to Larry Norman that a team come
to India and help out the Clara Swain
Hospital in Bareilly.  Clara Swain Hospital,
established in 1870, was the first hospital
for women in India. The Warne Baby Fold,
with the efforts of the GBGM and the
North India Annual Conference WSCS,
was founded by the Clara Swain Hospital
in 1919 and housed in the hospital until it
moved to the present location.

The Louisiana Conference has had an
excellent VIM staff and we are so grateful
for all that they have done for us.   When I
know what they have made possible for
our church and our people and you multi-
ply that a hundred fold, we can imagine
the tremendous service rendered for our
Lord’s people. Thank you so much Larry,
Brenda, Amanda and Pat  for all you have
done for us in the past eight years.

And finally, a great big thank you to the
LAVIM team members who came to India
and supported and gave of themselves.
May the Lord continue to bless your con-
ference in all that you do.

In Christ’s Love and Service,
Lillian Wallace
Retired Methodist Missionary
“Dorothy Villa”, P. O, Mehragaon

263132, Dist. Nainital, Uttarakhand, India
Cell:  001 91 9837055503, Email: lillian-
wallace@hotmail.com  

Lillian Wallace, from page 4

Marjorie Hurder, a Louisiana
United Methodist, is completing her
mission service as a U-2 Missionary at
Crossroads Urban Center in Salt Lake
City. Marjoriehas divided her time
between hands-on ministry in a local
food pantry and advocacy work at the
state capital to address the needs of the
poor through the political system. 

US-2 is a GBGM program for
young adults to serve in ministries of
justice in the United States for two
years. Marjorie’s journey began at
University UMC in Baton Rouge and
was enriched through her experience at
the Wesley Foundation at Mississippi
Southern in Hattiesburg, Miss. There,
she connected with the US-2 program.
She has completed her tour and will
continue on to Wesley Seminary in
Washington D.C. in the fall. 

She will be in Louisiana in late July
and early August to share her story
with churches and Wesley
Foundations. To schedule a visit from
Marjorie, contact Rev. Ann Sutton, by
emailing revann70507@gmail.com  

Marjorie Hurder, US-2,
to visit Louisiana

Participants in St. Timothy on the North
Shore’s Wednesday night Bible Study
served (really served!) the homeless of
New Orleans on April 7 at St. Mark’s
UMC on Rampart Street. The group is one
of two that have joined St. Mark’s in its
ministry which helps about 200 homeless
each Sunday from the Mandeville-based
congregation. Over the years, LAVIM has
partnered with St. Mark’s in this effort and

is thankful for the many teams and volun-
teers who make this extra effort to serve
the needs of those “in our own back yard.”  

If your congregation is interested in
helping with the weekly homeless meal,
please contact Rev. Anita Dinwiddie at
(504) 523-0450. St. Mark’s UMC also wel-
comes sponsors for their Christmas tree
program, part of this ministry to the home-
less.


