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When Theresa Sandifer attended a
Walk to Emmaus weekend last October,
she didn’t expect to receive a calling to
feed hungry people in the underserved
neighborhoods surrounding her Baton
Rouge church.

Sandifer, a member of St. John’s
United Methodist Church, returned home
and shared her inspiration with Rev. Juan
Huertas, senior pastor. The two began
praying with a core group of St. John’s
members for discernment regarding
Theresa’s calling.

The group’s discernment process rap-
idly produced the idea of opening a
client-choice food pantry in the same
space at the church that had previously
housed a daycare center.  

“The church had experienced sadness
as a result of the unexpected closing of
St. John’s Children’s Center in the sum-
mer of 2011. The concept of the client-
choice food pantry provided a new and
vibrant ministry for St. John’s – one
focused on providing physical food for
the hungry and spiritual food for the
needy,” said Sandifer. 

The church’s food pantry is known as
The Shepherd’s Market and is one of sev-
eral ministries   of Opening Doors, a non-
profit organization affiliated with St.
John’s UMC. Opening Doors’ was creat-
ed in 2001 to provide programs and
assistance to low income and needy fami-
lies living primarily in the Gardere Lane
and Mayfair areas of the city. 

“The mission of The Shepherd’s
Market is to model Jesus’ unconditional
love and compassion by providing free
groceries with dignity for the working
poor, homeless, hungry and needy people
in this South Baton Rouge community,”
said Sandifer. 

In order to apply to be a partnering
agency with the Greater Baton Rouge
Food Bank, it was necessary for the
church’s outreach and nonprofit organiza-
tion (Opening Doors) to become
involved.  Opening Doors applied for and
received a substantial grant for the
pantry’s start-up costs, which included a
three-door commercial freezer, a two-
door commercial refrigerator, a commer-
cial scale, 16 heavy-duty shelving sec-

tions and five grocery carts. The nonprof-
it became an official partner of the
Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank serving
zip code areas 70808, 70810 and 70820.  

After much planning and preparation,
The Shepherd’s Market celebrated its
grand opening on July 17, 2012. The
pantry is open every Tuesday and
Thursday morning from 9 a.m. to 12 n.n.
The Food Bank partnership allows the
pantry to serve up to 250 families per
month. In its first month of operation the
pantry has already served 220 families.

“We have teamed up with several
organizations to help provide food and
monetary donations so that everyone that
comes to the pantry will be served. Our
pantry is different in that we have a dual
system to provide Food Bank foods for
those that qualify and private donated
foods for those who don’t meet the strict
poverty-level guidelines. The clients that
we serve have all expressed that this
pantry is a ‘blessing,’” said Sandifer.

Community partners that provide

Lynn Cooper and Theresa Sandifer, members of St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, organize client
intake files for The Shepherd’s Market, the church’s client-choice food pantry. The pantry serves the needs of low-
income families living primarily in the Gardere Lane and Mayfair areas of the city. Sandifer is the pantry director.

Church client-choice food pantry feeds the hungry

Save the Date!
Installation of Bishop
Cynthia Fierro Harvey
Episcopal Leader for

the Louisiana 
Annual Conference
October 20, 2012

First UMC
Baton Rouge

Service begins 11 a.m.

See Food Pantry, page 7



I looked out on my patio in Las Cruces
and saw an empty pair of shoes that had
held the person of Bob Burgess only
hours before.  He and Peggy were so gra-
cious to accompany us on the long trek
from Baton Rouge to Las Cruces for our
move to New Mexico.  They came under
the auspices of helping us get settled in
our new home, but we know their main
intent was to lend moral support and
encouragement as we slowly separated
ourselves from Louisiana and placed the
vast state of Texas between Baton Rouge
and Las Cruces.  They kept us focused on
the positive, planning for tomorrow, and
getting our home ready for constant occu-
pancy.  They know what it means to
move away from those your love and start
a new life somewhere else.

That’s why, when I looked at my patio
on the morning Bob and Peggy left Las
Cruces to head home to Monroe and I
saw his shoes (which he intended to leave
behind.  You’ll have to get him to tell you
the story!) it was as if it was the sign that
an angel had just stepped out of them and
left them as a reminder of God’s special
love and care for two of God’s children
named Bill and Kay.

And then I started seeing non-existent,
but oh so real shoes of so many other
angels who have accompanied us on our
journey the past twelve years.  There were
the shoes of the elderly, who loved on us
like we were one of their children.  There
were the shoes of the babies that I have
baptized and that we have welcomed into
the world over the past years.  Then the
shoes of the youth – ah! The youth!  They
loved and cared for us enough to call me
“B-Hutch” and Kay, “Ms. Kay” and we
watched so many of them commit their
lives to full-time Christian service as lay
leaders and as those who would pursue
seminary and ordination.  

And I saw the shoes of the ordinands.

Shoes I saw as I laid hands on their heads
and stated, “Take thou authority.” And the
shoes of the retiring clergy as they
stepped up to the podium at Annual
Conference and shared only a small por-
tion of their journey, but so precious and
special.  And the active clergy who have
worn holes in the soles of their shoes in
trying to fulfill their calling of service to
God’s people. 

And then…..there are God’s people,
the laity.  Angels abound among the laity
and their shoes are adorned with invisible
wings and undeniable “angel dust” that
sets them apart from the rest of the people

and truly distinguishes them as “God
messengers” – that’s what an angel is you
know!

Thank you, servants of Christ in
Louisiana for being God’s messengers to
us and for walking alongside us for these
past twelve years.  And though your shoes
may be empty when we look out on our
patio, we can picture you standing in
them, greeting us with a bright “Good
Mornin’”, and offering to us your hand
and your heart.  We have indeed been
blessed by you on the bayou and our lives
will be strengthened forevermore as a
result.  God bless you for the gift of your-

selves.  Being your bishop and “first
lady” was the greatest joy we have had in
ministry.

I will begin my “interim bishop” duties
in the New Mexico Conference on
September 1.  I’m eager to meet and greet
God’s angels here and I’m going to get a
good look at and assessment of their
shoes!!  I know that one day they will
move on to a new mission as well, and it
will just be their shoes left on my patio.
But what a blessing that will be when I
see them – either for real, or in my mind’s
eye.  

I will continue to pray for you, visit
you in my thoughts, remembrances and
dreams, and long for the day I see your
face again.  In the meantime, may you
know that Kay and I love you deeply and
will always do so.  You became our broth-
ers and sisters, our family.  But you
became more than that – you became as
angels to us.  May the years ahead find
you on that road to perfection for which
every Wesleyan longs and toward which
we aspire.  As Mr. Wesley said, “Do
good.  Do no harm. Stay in love with
God.” If we do that, we will definitely be
striving after that state of sanctification
that only God can bestow and impart.

We have a wonderful casita at 1685
Stone Mountain Lane, Las Cruces, NM,
88011.  And we have a guest room that
will accommodate any one of you.  You
can sit on your own private patio and
view the beautiful Organ Mountains and
draw your strength for the day.  We would
love to have you visit!  The light will be
on and the latch string out.

Vaya con Dios mi amigos.

In Christ’s love,

Bill Hutchinson

A total of 58 participants enjoyed the
2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat held earlier
this year at The Wesley Center in
Woodworth, La. 

Patti Ezell, spouse of Rev. Doug Ezell,

served as the leader for the annual event.
Kay Hutchinson, spouse of retiring Bishop
William W. Hutchinson was present for the
event.
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ON THE JOURNEY

The Shoes of an Angel

Clergy spouse retreat led by Ezell



The United
Methodist Women of
the Acadiana District
welcome you to the
39th Louisiana
Conference Annual
Meeting.  Hosting the
occasion will be the
ladies of Houma First
United Methodist
Church and the
Acadiana District.
“Women Responding
to God’s Love and
Grace” will be our
theme.  We respond
as women of faith
through mission.
Therefore this year,
we will focus on and
lift up our mission
agencies and spotlight
some of the special
mission projects car-
ried out by various
units throughout this
conference.  We are
thrilled that the first
woman bishop has
been elected to serve
the Louisiana
Conference.  Bishop
Cynthia Harvey has
been invited to join us
and we are hopeful
that her schedule will
permit her to do so.  We look forward to
welcoming her in Houma and to the wisdom
and guidance she will share with us in the
years to come. Please mark your calendars
and register early. Registration form can be
found on the UMW website.  Help us cele-
brate the mission work we support as we
faithfully respond to our God! 

With arms out-
reached, the United
Methodist Women
extend a joyful wel-
come to newly-
appointed Bishop
Cynthia Fierro
Harvey!  We look
forward to working
with Bishop Harvey,
who will most cer-
tainly be a blessing
to us all.   

And, speaking of blessings, it contin-
ues to be a blessing to serve with such a
dedicated and hard-working UMW
Executive Committee.   Our outstanding

School of Christian Mission is just one
of the many activities we recently cele-
brated, along with its leaders, Myrna
Freeman and Debbie Hancock.  Join us,
as together, we move along with the
national UMW organization in planning
for a new UMW, which incorporates the
successes of the past, while bringing
new ideas to the conference levels, and
giving more flexibility to the local units.

If you would like to share any ideas
or make any comments about UMW,
please email your District President, or
me at beferguson@researchonreforms.

Blessings, 
Barbara Ferguson, 
President, UMW LA Conference

Annual Meeting of the Louisiana
Conference United Methodist

Women
October 12, – October 13, 2012  
First United Methodist Church

6109 Hwy 311, Houma, LA
Abbreviated Schedule:

Friday, October 12th
10:00 am – 12:30 pm:  Registration, light lunch, greet retired 

missionaries and deaconesses
1:00 pm – 4:30 pm:    Opening Session of 2012 UMW Annual 

Meeting
6:30pm – 9:00 pm:    Banquet  

Saturday, October 13th
7:30 am – 8:30 am:     Continental breakfast for day travelers
8:30 am – 10:30 am:   Closing Session of 2012 UMW Annual Meeting

(District Elected Leaders Training to Follow Annual Meeting)     
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Barbara
Ferguson

Marguery Manuel
Chair and
President of the
Acadiana District

Joyce Thibodeaux
Co-Chair and
UMW Unit
President First
UMC- Houma

Special UMW Section

Acadiana District to host the 39th Louisiana Conference Annual
Meeting and District Elected Leadership Training (DELT)  October 12-

13, 2012 at First United Methodist Church, Houma
President’s Message 

Edna Hickman, Revs. Bernadine Johnson and Lynn Malone, blank Malone and
Carolyn Dove welcome Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey to our conference during
the area breakfast held at the South Central Jurisdictional Conference in July.

Schedule of District Annual Meetings
and Local Elected Leadership Training

(LELT)
Acadiana District Nov 3 Northwood UMC

Lafayette
Alexandria District          Nov 10  First UMC

Alexandria
Baton Rouge District       Nov 3 Camphor Memorial 

UMC, Baton Rouge
Lake Charles District       Oct 27    Wesley UMC

Sulphur
Monroe District               Nov 3    Methodist Children's 

Home, Ruston
New Orleans                  Oct 27 St. Matthew's UMC

Metairie
Shreveport               Nov 3  Northpoint UMC

Shreveport
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Rev. Monica Monk
Monica Monk was

born in Leesville, LA
and grew up in
Thibodaux.  She
received a B.A.in
Elementary Education
from Nicholls State
University and
received a Master of
Arts in Christian
Education from Scarritt
Graduate School in
Nashville, Tenn.  She
was consecrated as a Diaconal Minister in
1989, and served on the staff of First
United Methodist Church in Thibodaux for
two years.  She helped to organize the
United Methodist Campus Ministry at
Nicholls State.  She later moved to Kansas
and earned a Master of Divinity degree
from St. Paul School of Theology.

Monica has served as minister of several
churches in Louisiana.  She was ordained
and elected an Elder in Full Connection in
the Louisiana Conference of the United
Methodist Church in 2006, and came to
New Orleans to serve as associate pastor of
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church.  

Monica is active in charitable and civic
organizations, such as La Semilla/The
Seed, a faith-based nonprofit organization
in the New Orleans area which works to
increase the number of Latinos who gradu-
ate from high school and attend college.
She teaches English as a second language
classes, and is learning Spanish.  She is
also a member of Rotary International.  She
is currently serving as minister of the
Bayou Blue United Methodist Church near
Houma, LA.  She enjoys singing, watching
movies, performing in live theater, and
travel.  Rev. Monica Monk will give the
meditation for the opening session of the
UMW Annual Meeting.

Edna Brown Hickman  
Edna Brown

Hickman is newly
elected president of the
South Central
Jurisdiction United
Methodist Women.
Prior to this election,
she served at the helm
of the Louisiana
Conference United
Methodist Women
from January 1, 2009
until December 31,
2011.  Before becom-
ing president, she served as conference
Vice President for four years.  While serv-
ing as vice president, she received the
Outstanding United Methodist Women
Award at the Awards Luncheon held during
Annual Conference in June 2007.

Edna UMW experience started when
she was elected as Social Action
Coordinator of St. Mark United Methodist
Women.  She coordinated the first commu-
nity forum at her church on “The Effect of
Drugs and Abuse on Today’s Society”.
Both community and government leaders
from all areas participated in the forum.

One year later, she was elected vice
president of Saint Mark’s United Methodist

Women.  She served faithfully as Vice
President.  After serving as her unit vice
president for four years, she was elected
President of her unit.  While President, she
initiated the first “Women’s Conference”
held at her church and a number of other
initiatives.  

Edna is committed to Christ and has
served in many other positions in her
church. This faithful service includes:

•Past Secretary to the Administrative
Board and currently Secretary to Church
Council

•Past Lay Delegate to Annual
Conference 

•Past Chairperson of the
Communications Ministry

•President of Communion Stewards’
• Member of the Sanctuary Choir and

Female Ensemble
•Chairperson of L.B. Lewis Christian

Involvers (which is the UMW study group
at her church)  

In addition, she was elected Reserve
delegate to General Conference and dele-
gate to the Jurisdictional Conference at
Annual Conference.

Edna states that she wants to be known
first and foremost as a faithful servant who
loves the Lord.  I thank the United
Methodist Women for the memories and
inspirations.  My life has been deeply
enriched by this great organization.

Donna Sammarco
Donna Sammarco is

a native of Thibodaux
and a resident of
Houma, La. She gradu-
ated from Nicholls
State University with a
Bachelors degree in
Music. She received
her Master’s degree
from the University of
New Orleans.  

Donna  has been
working at Nicholls
State University since
1984. She teaches piano literature, piano
pedagogy, music appreciation and class
piano to majors and non-majors. She also
accompanies vocal and instrumental stu-
dents for solo performances.

Sammarco has been the organist at First
United Methodist Church in Houma since
1987 and has a private piano studio in
Houma.  She has recorded two CD’s of
religious music for piano.

Donna is married to Dr. Paul Sammarco
of Houma.  She is the mother of two chil-
dren and grandmother of five.

Rev. R. Don Ross
Rev. R. Don Ross is

in his fifth year of min-
istry at First United
Methodist Church in
Houma, La. He gradu-
ated from the
University of Louisiana
in Lafayette. He
received his Masters of
Divinity from Iliff
School of Theology in
Denver, CO. In addi-

tion to his work as church pastor, Rev.
Ross also volunteers at local mission agen-
cies, MacDonells and the Dulac
Community Center, as well as civic organi-
zations.   Don and his wife Ann have two
children and three grandchildren.

Debbie Hancock
Debbie Hancock's

interest in music began
as a small child. She
remembers singing
"Zacchaeus," with all
the hand motions, as a
solo in church when
she was three. Over the
years, she has served as
organist, pianist, chil-
dren's choir director,
and ensemble director
at various churches.
Currently, she is the substitute pianist at
Trinity UMC in Alexandria, her home
church, and occasionally sings a solo there.
Debbie is active in UMW and serves as
president for her local unit as well as for
the Alexandria District.

A graduate of Louisiana Tech with a
degree in Secondary Education, Debbie
taught at the junior high and high school
levels. Unable to settle on one career, she is
also a published author and spent many
years working for non-profit organizations,
both professionally and as a volunteer. She
has been married to Tawny Hancock -- a
man with a wonderful sense of humor and
the patience of Job -- for 38 years and is
the mother of three sons. Her five (soon to
be six!) grandchildren affectionately call
her "Muggah." In her spare time, she
enjoys gardening, reading, and entertaining.
Debbie will serve as song leader for the
Annual Meeting.

Rev. Ed Boyd
Rev. Troy E. “Ed”

Boyd, Jr. serves as the
Acadiana District
Superintendent. Prior to
this position, he most
recently served as sen-
ior pastor of Asbury
UMC, Lafayette. He
has served as pastor for
numerous other church-
es in the Louisiana
Conference.

Rev. Boyd has a
Bachelor of Arts in
Speech and Sociology from Northwestern
State University and a Masters in Theology
from Perkins School of Theology at
Southern Methodist University.

Rev. Boyd has served as chair of
Church Extension, the Board of Ordained
Ministry, and the Committee on Finance
and Administration.

He is married to Rita Ann Smith Boyd.
Their two children are the late Kimberly
Ann Boyd Savoy and Kyle Edward Boyd.

Mary H. Collins
Mary Collins is the current state presi-

dent of Church Women United. A resident
of New Orleans, Ms. Collins travels
statewide representing the programs and

workings of CWU.
Every member of
UMW is also a member
of CWU. Mary Haynes
Collins has 55 years of
service in the Women's
Missionary Society of
the AME church. She is
active in several com-
munity and service
organizations including
the board of  directors
for Peoples Community
Center and is treasurer
of the Ruth Carter Auxiliary to the
Community Center. She is a board member
of Louisiana Interchurch Conference and
the Children's Defense Fund. Ms. Collins is
the widow of the late Clarence Collins.
They were the parents of three children.
She has four grandchildren and one geat
grandchild.  Ms. Collins will bring greet-
ings to the Annual Meeting from our
Louisiana Church Women United organiza-
tion. 

Bayou Eagles 

The Bayou Eagles Native American
Dance Group was organized by Louise
Billiot and Lora Ann Chaisson.  The group
has been sponsored by the Dulac
Community Center since 1995.  The Bayou
Eagles Group was formed to provide recre-
ation, build self-esteem and cultural pride,
and to develop leadership skills in young
people.  The participants also learn the cul-
ture and history of the United Houma
Nation, while learning Native American
dance and music.  

The Bayou Eagles have performed at a
variety of events throughout Louisiana.
They have participated in Native American
Pow Wows, school presentations, and spe-
cial events sponsored by the Dulac
Community Center.  Louise Billiot has
served as leader of the Bayou Eagles since
1995.

The Bayou Eagles were honored to
receive the Chief’s Special Award in
December, 2010, at the United Houma
Nation’s Annual Awards Banquet.  They
were honored for their work in preserving
the history and culture of the United
Houma Nation.  

The Bayou Eagles Dance Group spe-
cializes in traditional dance and cultural
performances.  The Bayou Eagles will per-
form at the UMW Banquet on October 12
at the Courtyard Marriot in Houma.
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Mission Candle,      
Good News &

Glad Tidings      
Our mission pledge for 2011 was $182,000.  We

exceeded that total by donating $221,727.82!!  A certifi-
cate was presented during a plenary session at the
West Gulf Regional School of Mission.  This year’s
pledge is $187,000.00.

The Mission Candle is another avenue of  mission giving.  Funds
for the Mission Candle may donated through your local United Methodist
Women's unit  in honor and in memory of loved ones.   Pray about it and
give to Mission Candle.

The amount of money that has been given will represent the total
time the candle is burned during our  UMW Annual meeting.   

2012 Mission Candle Mission Support is:

1 SECOND             $         0.47
1 MINUTE              $       28.06
1 HOUR                 $  1,683.36
5 MINUTES            $     140.28

Please use the Mission Candle Form to submit your
information.           
Blessings, 
Brenda Marks
Treasurer

New Forms Are
Coming!  New Forms
Are Coming!  Aren’t
we all tired of search-
ing for updated, no
scratch-outs, complete
forms?  Our UMW
website will soon fea-
ture revised forms for
our MNO needs.  They
can be downloaded or
forwarded to anyone
who needs them, with
many thanks to Anita Hansberry, our
Communication Coordinator.

What a spectacular School of Christian
Mission this year!  With appreciation to

Myrna Freeman and Debbie Hancock for
choosing outstanding study and song lead-
ers, it was a wonderful experience. I know
we are all looking forward to the continu-
ing studies in our individual districts.

We were able to award five Estelle
Dameron and two Doretha Brown
Scholarships, giving credit to our local
units for supporting these opportunities.  I
look forward to next year and hope we can
have a giving response from our units.  It is
not possible to award these scholarships
without your support.

Love and prayers,
Ouida Smith
Conference MNO

Thanks to all who shopped the
Resource Room at the 2012 Conference
School of Christian Mission at Wesley
Center!  It was a successful consignment
sale and I enjoyed meeting and greeting
all who shopped the Resource Room.  

Your next chance to browse and buy
Reading Program books will be in the
Resource Room at the Conference
Annual Meeting October 12-13, 2012.
Appearing for the first time will be the
2013 Reading Program books which can
be purchased with cash or check. 

Other sources of Reading Program
books are public libraries, including
Inter-Library Loan, bookstores such as
Barnes and Nobles,
<www.amazon.com>, and  Mission
Resource Center via <www.missionre-
sourcecenter.org> or (800) 305-9857.

As most of you know by now,  the
topics for mission studies for 2012-2013
are “Haiti,” “Poverty,” and
“Immigration.” Below is a partial list of
Reading Program books, including titles,
year, and category, for these topics plus
“Domestic Violence” and “Slavery:”

Immigration: 2012 SA – The Death of
Josseline: Immigration Stories from the
Arizona Borderlands; 2012 NFC –
Asylum Denied;  2008 SA – Hard line:
Life and Death on the U.S. - Mexican
Borderlands (expires in December);
2009 SA-They take our Jobs!And 20

Other Myths about Immigration
Haiti: 2012 SG -  Hidden in the

Rubble: A Human Pilgrimage to
Compassion and Resurrection

Poverty:  2010 SG – A Monk in the
Inner City: The ABC's of a Spiritual
Journey;

2011 NFC – Same Kind of Different
as Me

Domestic Violence, Slavery:2011
EFM-Disfigured:A Saudi Woman's Story
of Triumph;

2012 SA Youth – Sold; 2012 SA –
The Slave Next Door: Human
Trafficking and Slavery in America
Today

Please remember that you may read
from Reading Program lists for 2009,
2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013 for credit in
the Reading Program.  Books on the
2008 list are credited through the end of
December, 2012. The Reading Program
year runs from July 1, 2012 through June
30, 2013 and the report forms must be
turned in by July 15 to the District
Secretary of Program Resources.
Happy Reading!

Janell Pease Ducrest
Conference Secretary of Program

Resources
304 Ella Street, Lafayette, LA 70506
(337) 504-4480
jducrest@gmail.com

Let me take this
opportunity to present
the United Methodist
Women – Louisiana
Conference 2012-2013
VISION and GOALS.

The Executive
Committee has collec-
tively shared responsi-
bility for achieving the
2012-2013 goals.
While some goals are
specific to some posi-
tions, the Executive
Committee embraces a cooperative work-
ing relationship to achieving its goals.
2012-2013 VISION:

To nurture and support local United
Methodist Women Units, which are the
foundation of our work as we endeavor to

grown spiritually, to develop supportive
fellowships, and to expand missions.
2012-2013 GOALS:

• Focus on United Methodist Women
local units

• Simplify the organizational structure
of the UMW - Louisiana Conference

• Better understand the financial
accounting process

• Enrich the School of Christian
Mission

• Enrich the Annual Meeting
• Support the Social Action agenda
• Foster the Reading Program
• Seek out new talent for future leader-

ship positions
• Enhance communication

School of Mission
Review….

So many of our
evaluations said, “It
gets better every year,
and this was the best."

Wow!  We have so
much to be thankful
for.  Our study leaders,
our music leaders, the
Wesley staff, the con-
ference team and THE
CONFERENCE
ATTENDEES; they
were all the best.  Remember your mother
always told you that you only get out of it
what you put into it.  Our attendees worked

hard-- these are tough study subjects.  So
kudos and thanks to them for making it a
successful school.  

We can also be grateful that we had no
accidents or illnesses; we're always happi-
est when our first aid nurse doesn't have
anything to do but study.  Thanks so much
to Jana Cormier for being there, she was
the umbrella that kept it from raining.  The
Wesley staff response was prompt and
delivered with a smile.  Thank them all so
much for that.  And the kitchen staff, wow!
The food was great, hot and prompt.

Juanita Lagard and her helpers, espe-
cially Joyce Thibodeaux, provided us with
a beautiful meditation room, communion
table and worship experiences.  Brenda

Marks and the District treasurers were
there ready for registration which flowed
smoothly.  We owe thanks too, to the
Districts who planned and executed the dis-
play tables.  So thanks Alexandria, Monroe
and Lake Charles Districts; I don't think
we've ever had more appropriate or
thought-provoking displays.  They were
fascinating!  Last, but not least by any
means, thanks to my assistant dean, Debbie
Hancock.  She not only typed all the pages
of that beautiful program book, she revised
many of the forms.  Without her technical
experience I would have been lost most of
the time.  Her attention to detail is a beauti-
ful thing!

Those are the basics, and thanks to all of

you for your part; but the meat of the study
is provided by the leaders.  More than a
year ago I began setting my goals  for
bringing together a multi-cultural, extraor-
dinary group of leaders.  Each brought their
own outlook, style and experience to the
table.  I thank them from the bottom of my
heart for exceeding my expectations.  

In many ways this is the end of an era.
We are looking forward to moving on with
"Mission U" and changes in training; but
so appreciative that we could end with a
bang!  I'm glad to put this burden down
and I thank you all for this growth opportu-
nity.  

Love in Christ,
Myrna Freeman 2012 SCM Dean
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Judy Willis

Myrna Freeman

Ouida Smith

Brenda Marks

Message from the Vice President From the Program Resource Secretary

Membership, Nuture and Outreach Report

Recent school of mission receives ‘high marks’ for overall experience



United Methodist Women are a support-
ive community, whose purpose is to foster
spiritual growth, develop leaders and advo-
cate for justice.  There are numerous social
action issues that call United Methodist
Women to respond in faith, hope, and love
to poor and hurting people locally, nation-
ally and globally.  For additional informa-
tion on social issues that United Methodist
Women advocate for, view the United
Methodist Women website:
http://new,gbgn-umc.org/umw/act/alerts

The Louisiana Conference UMW chose

three priority issues: Domestic Violence,
Immigration and Poverty.  In October,
2011, the Louisiana Conference UMW par-
ticipated in a joint effort with the Louisiana
Conference Board of Church & Society
and the Louisiana Conference United
Methodist Men to sponsor a state wide
conference on Domestic Violence.  In
April, 2012 the Louisiana Conference
United Methodist Women were presented a
Service Award in the Field of Violence
Against Women by the Louisiana Coalition
Against Domestic Violence. 

This newsletter insert is published
four times a year in the Louisiana Now!
Deadlines for submitting article/ news
are as follows:

January – Due Nov. 30th 
May  – Due March 26th 
August – Due July 9th 
November – October 10th 
All UMW articles and news stories

welcomed.  E-mail transmission allows
best transmission for publishing.  Photos
must be sent separately (preferably by e-

mail) and need to be in jpeg format.  
Note: Check out the updated

Louisiana Conference UMW website:
1.  Go to www.la-umc.org 
2.  Click on ministries 
3.  Click on laity 
4.  C lick on UMW 

Send all articles to:
Anita H. Hansberry
E-Mail: ahansb@bellsouth.net
Home phone: (225) 766-3336
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UMW receives service award from coalition

Newsletter Publication Information

Laura Salguero, Edna Hickman and Rev. Pat Bates accept the Service Award in
the Field of Violence Against Women. 

Our Louisiana Missions need our help.
Please bring items and/or monetary dona-
tions to the Annual Meeting on October
12-13, 2012.  Thank you for your generosi-
ty regarding these ongoing needs.  The fol-
lowing items are needed by the mission
agencies:

Dulac Community Center:  Pillows
(new), flashlights, office supplies, loose
leaf paper, 3 subject notebooks, washable
markers, financial donations.

MacDonells Children’s Services:  Loose
leaf paper (wide ruled), washable markers,
3 or 5 subject notebooks, blue and/or black
ink pens, gift certificates for fast food
restaurants,  financial donations.

UMCOR School Kits: 
Value: $ 11.00
1pair blunt scissors, rounded tip only
no plastic scissors please
3 pads of paper
8 1/2 x 11 spiral notebooks or top-

bound pads
150 sheets of loose leaf can be substitut-

ed for 1 pad combinations of spiral, top
bound or loose leaf is acceptable, no com-
position books

1 hand held pencil sharpener,must be at
least one inch long,remove from packaging

For the following three items: no adver-
tisements, religious, patriotic, military or
camouflage symbols please,cartoon charac-
ters are acceptable

30 centimeter ruler, hard or flexible 
6 unsharpened pencils
2 ½ inch eraser
4”x16” cloth bag, home made or pur-

chased bags are both acceptable heavy duty
fabric only-denim, corduroy, drapery fabric
etc., closures are optional but must be but-
tons, snaps or Velcro sewn in middle of
opening if used

24 count box of crayons, only 24 count
boxes please

Annual Meeting provides opportunities for
‘Hands-On’ mission giving

Remaining on the forefront of Christian
change efforts, United Methodist Women
delegates of the South Central Jurisdiction
moved the hands of time forward with the
election of new leaders at the South Central
Jurisdiction Quadrennial   Meeting held in
Abilene Texas.  Yvette Richards, newly
elected National President of United
Methodist Women from Kansas City, MO.,
stated that her desire is to inspire, encour-
age, and motivate United Methodist
women to live out the vision of faith, hope,
and love into action.

The Louisiana Conference is pleased to
announce the election of Edna Hickman to
the office of President of the South Central
Jurisdiction.  Edna is one of five jurisdic-
tional presidents in the United Methodist
Church connection.   Erica Washington,
chairperson of the board of directors of
Luke’s House in New Orleans, a free med-
ical clinic,  was selected to be the
Louisiana Conference representative of the
Program Advisory Group.

The Program Advisory Group is a new
component of United Methodist Women
consisting of 70-80 members.  The
Program Advisory Group was  formed to
assure representation of each conference
and to strengthen the connection between

local women and the national policymak-
ing body.   The Program Advisory Group is
composed of United Methodist’s Women’s
25 –member board of directors, five juris-
dictional United Methodist Women presi-
dents, a representative from each confer-
ence not already represented on the 25
member board, and representatives from
United Methodist agencies, deaconess,
home missioners, and United Methodist
Women regional representatives of pan-
Methodist women’s organizations, related
to the World Methodist Council.  The
Program Advisory Group will advise the
national board on matters related to pro-
gram.

It truly has been an exciting eight years
that I have served on the board of directors
of United Methodist Women.  I am proud
to say, “I wouldn’t take nothing for my
journey now!!!”  I will continue to live the
UMW   Purpose and be an advocate for
women, children and youth, and be the
voice and face of mission.  Thank you
Louisiana Conference United Methodist
Women for the opportunity to be in service
for and with you. 
Christ’s servant,
Kathleen Conrad    

Louisiana UMW members to lead

Louisiana Conference United Methodist
Women

Committee on Nominations Report
Slate of New Officers to be elected for 2013-2014

Vice President – Sandy DeCelle
Spiritual Growth – Marjorie Franklin

Treasurer – TBA
Returning Officer to be elected for 2013 – 2014

Social Actions Coordinator – Laura Salguero
Committee on Nominations Chair – Judy Nugent

Committee on Nominations to be elected for one year
Class of 2013 – Sammie Jo Perkins (Lake Charles)

To be elected for four years
Class of 2016 – Margie Harris (Monroe)

Class of 2016 – Cynthia Logan (New Orleans)

Retiring Officers
Juanita Lagard – 4 Years
Brenda Marks – 2 Years

Judy Willis – 4 Years
Committee On Nominations

Sandy DeCelle – 1 Year
Carrie Roy – 4 Years

Marjorie Franklin – 3 Years

My observations and reflections of this
beautiful lady are written below.  I remem-
ber Juanita as:

• A competent laywoman commissioned
to ministries of love, justice and service.

• A former Diaconal Minister of the
California Pacific Southwest Conference; a
Retired Deaconess of the Louisiana
Conference; a retiree from the Board of
Global Ministries, Office of Stewardship of

the United Methodist Church
• A featured soloist of the Chancel Choir

for Wesley United Methodist Church, Los
Angeles; Music Director of First Compton
UMC, Compton, California

• An appointed Superintendent,1974-
1976, Sager Brown Home-Godman
School, Baldwin, Louisiana and

• A very active participant and member
of United Methodist Women, the local
church, district, conferences, jurisdiction,
civic and community events.

Remembering Retired Deaconess Juanita Ivies 
BY GLORIA LESTER, PRESIDENT
OF BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN



7AUGUST 31, 2012 Louisiana Conference Now!

Formation, Disciplines, Practices…
These are just three of the words coupled
with “Spiritual” to describe how we pursue
an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.

The Academy for Spiritual Leadership
began in the fall of 1998 under the direc-
tion of Rev. Carole Cotton Winn to raise up
a generation of spiritual leaders, both cler-
gy and lay, to re-ignite our deep Wesleyan
roots of personal relationships with God
and with the world.  

Rev. Frances Hooton became the second
director of the Academy for Spiritual
Leadership on July 1, 2012.  Francey has
been a part of the Academy since its first
series of retreats in 1998.  She completed
the training for Spiritual Direction in 2003 .
She is also a Louisiana certified labyrinth
facilitator.

Rev. Hooton is a graduate of LSU with
a degree in secondary education (1989) and
a Master’s of Divinty with a concentration
in Christian Education from Candler
School of Theology at Emory University
(1994).

She was ordained elder in full connec-
tion in June 1996, six weeks after her mar-
riage to Rev. Richard Hooton.

This is her fourth appointment in the 19
years she has served the Louisiana Annual
Conference. Rev. Hooton has served as
associate pastor of St. Timothy on the

Northshore UMC, Trinity UMC in
Alexandria, and First UMC in Many.

“I believe that the primary mission of
this academy is to nurture and educate spir-
itual leaders to serve in the local churches
of the Louisiana Annual Conference. At the
heart of christian leadership is christian for-
mation,” said Rev. Hooton.

The following events present multiple
opportunities for all:
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION and SPIRITUAL
FORMATION IN THE CONGREGATION, 
Class of 2012 – 2014

Each one of us is on a journey of faith
that takes a lifetime. We long for the pres-
ence of God in our individual lives and in
our communities.  What is influencing your
life of faith?  Who is guiding you?  Who
are you guiding? Are you longing for a
deeper understanding of Spiritual
Formation, Spiritual Disciplines, and
Spiritual Direction?

You are invited to participate in the
Training for Spiritual Direction and
Spiritual Formation in the Congregation.
This is a two-year course taught in six
retreats offered by the Louisiana Annual
Conference to raise up spiritual leaders
who can help us tune in to all ways that
affect the life of the faith community.  Rev.
Wendy Miller is the core instructor. The six
retreats will be held at The Wesley Center

in Woodworth, La. Retreats begin on
Monday at 3 p.m. and end on Thursday at
11a.m. Tuition is $2,100 divided over the
course of the six retreats. Conference
CEU’s and academic credit from Garrett
Evangelical Seminary will be given for
required course work.

Retreat One – Introduction to Spiritual
Guidance, Oct. 29 – Nov. 1, 2012

Retreat Two – Spiritual Direction and
the Journey to the Soul: Teresa of Avila – 

March 4-7, 2013
Retreat Three — Tending to the Soul

During the Dark Night Journey: John of the
Cross - May 6-9, 2013

Retreat Four – Spiritual Discernment
and the Contemplative Retreat; 

Oct. 28 – 31, 2013
Retreat Five – Spiritual Formation in the

Congregation: Tending the Soul of the
Church and Individuals Within and Beyond

independent food drives and monetary
donations to supplement items received
from the Food Bank and St. John’s mem-
bers include South Baton Rouge
Presbyterian Church, New Life Church of
Baton Rouge, Highland Presbyterian
Church, University Lab School, Episcopal
High School, Raising Canes and Hi Nabor
grocery store.  

“The market is always looking to part-
ner with other churches, schools or organ-
izations to hold independent food drives
that will stock the shelves of the pantry, as
well as provide volunteers to help run the
pantry. We strive to provide efficient and
friendly service to each and every person
who visits us, so we try to operate with
between eight and 10 volunteers each
day,” said Sandifer.  

The pantry uses an online signup pro-

cedure for volunteer opportunities. The
site may be accessed by visiting
www.stjohnsbr.org and clicking on the
“Ministries” tab.  A link to
volunteerspot.com can be found under the
food pantry section for outreach and min-
istries.  

“Of course, we always have room for
those who just show up on a Tuesday or
Thursday to help at the pantry. One thing
I have learned, you can’t be a Christian all
by yourself. It takes all of us to assist peo-
ple in a loving one-on-one manner,” said
Sandifer.  

The Shepherd’s Market is one of only
two client-choice pantries in Baton
Rouge—the second, housed at Hope
Ministries, serves the 70805 zip code in
north Baton Rouge. 

The pantry is set up and stocked like a
small “mom-and-pop” grocery store with
food and non-food items. Non-food items

are very popular because food stamps
cannot be used to buy anything except
food. “Many people in need often go
without things like toilet paper, shampoo,
napkins, trash bags and cleaning sup-
plies,” said Sandifer.

After visiting with an intake volunteer,
clients are given a voucher which is color-
coded to indicate the size of their house-
hold. The items in the pantry are color-
coded as well, making it easy to know the
amount of each item a client may choose.
A shopping assistant volunteer then takes
the client around the pantry with a shop-
ping cart and grocery bags. 

“The assistants help each client choose
the food that best meets the needs of that
particular client’s household. Then the
food is weighed and another volunteer
helps the client take their groceries to their
vehicles. The number of pounds of food
distributed to each family depends on the

number of people living at the household.
Because the clients are choosing the foods
that their family likes to eat – just like in a
grocery store – there is much less wasted
food than when a person is handed a pre-
packaged box of foods,” explained
Sandifer. 

The added bonus of the one-on-one
service is the relationship that develops
between the volunteer and client, she
added. “The exchange is personal and
meaningful. We are able to really get to
know each other.  It is the perfect setting
to share God’s unconditional love and
expose those who come to the hope and
peace that comes from knowing Jesus. By
feeding others, we are fed.” 

For more information, contact the
church at (225) 766-4594 or email shep-
herdsmarket@gmail.com

Food Pantry, from page 1

Wanda Nelson, a member of St. John’s UMC in Baton Rouge, assists with the intake process for a client seeking the services of the church’s client-choice food
pantry, The Shepherd’s Market. Dierdre Halliburton, pantry coordinator, Theresa Sandifer, project director and Lynn Cooper, intake coordinator, are pictured right.

Academy for Spiritual Leadership now directed by Rev. Frances Hooton

Participants in an Academy for Spiritual Leadership event prepare to walk the
outdoor labyrinth at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La.

See Spiritual Academy, page 8



Earlier this summer, a mission team of
14 Louisiana United Methodists  traveled
to Russia to serve the people of First
United Methodist Church, Ekaterinburg.
In the midst of a packed schedule, unfore-
seen obstacles, and significant cultural
differences, the team “felt the hand of
God,” said James Gillespie, leader for the
conference Russia initiative.

Projects included patching the church
roof, visiting children at an orphanage,
leading Vacation Bible School (right),
preparing food bags and teaching a Beth
Moore study.

During the 2012 Louisiana Annual
Conference in Shreveport, an offering
was dedicated to the repairing of First
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg,
Russia. A total of $72,374 was raised.

The Louisiana Conference has been
supporting the congregation of the First
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg,
Russia since its beginning in 1991.
Countless contributions over the last 20
years have included food, medical equip-
ment, clothing, hygiene items, Sunday
school curriculum, church materials and
Vacation Bible School supplies. 

Mission teams have traveled to
Ekaterinburg to provide help with con-
struction, Vacation Bible School, and
other important outreach missions.

The Louisiana Conference and the
General Board of Global Ministries raised
$500,000 for the original construction of
the building.

The church serves as a central meeting
location for the Central Russia Annual
Conference each summer and other local
district meetings. During the week, the
church is a meeting place for a non –
denominational church which gathers on
Sunday afternoons and a Campus
Crusade for Christ group.

www.umf.org      (225) 346-1535     (800) 256-9317

The church has been there for you. . .
                                           Why not give back?

For information on making a 
planned gift to your church, 
call us or go to our website!

God and the church give us so much 
throughout our lives.  It is within the church 
that we praise God, celebrate life�s joys, get 
married, raise our children, serve others and 
mourn the loss of loved ones.

As Christians we have a certain obligation 
to God�s work, and planned giving is one 
way to support those ministries forever.

Planned gifts may include simple bequests 
(gifts left in a will or retirement plan), 
trusts, life insurance, gift annuities, or real 
estate.
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Louisiana mission team serves UM church in Russiathe Church - Feb. 24 – 27, 2014
Retreat Six – Integration and Healing

with Soul-Tending - April 28 – May 1,
2014
THE ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL LEAD-
ERSHIP WELCOME RETREAT 
Nov. 29 – Dec. 1, 2012

Join Francey and her staff at The
Wesley Center for a special Advent retreat
and to learn much, much more about
Francey’s vision for The Academy. The
registration fee is $215 per person, single
occupancy, and $192, double occupancy,
including all meals. 
AWAKENING

Awakening Weekend is designed for
youth and young adults, ages 16 – 20, who
are in the process of trying to discover
God’s plan for their vocations. We will
gather at The Wesley Center Jan. 4-6, 2013
for a time of worship,  fellowship and dis-
cernment. Registration is Friday at 5:30
p.m.; and the closing is Sunday at  11:30
a.m. The registration fee for this is $50.
THE DISCERNERS ACADEMY

The Discerners Academy, for college-
age and up, is March 15-17, 2013 at The
Wesley Center. The registration fee is $50.
This retreat is for persons who are experi-
encing a nudge toward a possible call to
ministry, and want a safe place to ask
questions and learn about where to begin,
as well as meet new friends who are also
experiencing the discernment process. We
will give participants a taste of not only
what a seminary class will be like, but also
a covenant group where they can share
their stories and discuss their concerns. It
takes a long time to discern questions that
you may be pondering like ...

~Where is God leading me?
~Does God want me to attend semi-

nary?
~Am I best suited to be a youth minis-

ter?
~ How can I best respond to God, given

my gifts and my heart felt desire to serve?
~ Who will encourage me and mentor

me along this journey?
Contact Francey Hooton at

franhoot@gmail.com for additional infor-
mation regarding all Academy events, or
email lindagregg@la-umc.org

Spiritual Academy, from page 7


