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Harvey to lead Louisiana Conference

Community VBS / 5

Church Merger / 4

Welcoming / 7

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Deputy
General Secretary for United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), has
been assigned as the new Episcopal
leader for the Louisiana Annual
Conference. Harvey was one of three
new bishops elected during the South
Central Jurisdictional Conference held
July 18-21 in Oklahoma City.

Bishop Fierro Harvey and newly
elected bishops, the Revs. Mike McKee
and Gary Mueller, replace four retiring
bishops from the jurisdiction. Bishop
McKee is being assigned to the North
Texas Conference and Bishop Mueller is
appointed to the Arkansas conference.

Harvey, 53, was elected Thursday,
July 19, at the jurisdiction’s quadrennial
meeting in downtown Oklahoma City.

On the fifth ballot, she received 165 of
720 votes cast. The number of votes
needed for election on the fifth ballot was
144.

Harvey acknowledges that she will be
seeking guidance from her peers and
clergy and laity in her assigned confer-
ence.

“As I was receiving my hugs on the
stage, I kept saying to these bishops, I’m
counting on you to help me lead the
way,” Harvey said. “I’m fortunate now to
have folks who have plowed that field on
my behalf, particularly Bishop Huie and
Bishop Sherer-Simpson, to whom I am
incredibly grateful.”

“We haven’t done this in 16 years,
right?” said Harvey, referring to the fact
that 1996 was the last time the South

Central Jurisdiction elected a female
bishop.

“I’m honored that I would be this
person at this point in our life of the
church.”

Harvey said that she wants those
across the denomination to know that
sharing the gospel with people that live
on the edges or who haven’t heard about
the gospel yet is important to her.

“To me that’s really an important part
of who I am as a human being, certainly
as a clergy person, and I hope now to be
able to share that with an annual confer-
ence,” Harvey said.

Harvey was the first bishop elected
by the 256 delegates, an equal number of

Newly elected Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey assigned to Louisiana

See New Bishop, page 3

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Deputy General Secretary for United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), has been
assigned as the new Episcopal leader for the Louisiana Annual Conference. Harvey was one of three new bishops elected dur-
ing the South Central Jurisdictional Conference held July 18-21 in Oklahoma City. The Bishop is pictured shortly after her
assignment with her daughter Elizabeth, left, and Bishop and Mrs. Scott Jones, right. Bishop Jones will lead the newly formed
Great Plains Episcopal Area. For more coverage visit the conference Facebook page.
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The first person elected a bishop in the
recent South Central Jurisdictional
Conference was Cynthia Fierro Harvey.
She has distinguished herself in many
avenues of ministry, and her most recent
has been as the Director for United
Methodist Committee on Relief, or
UMCOR for short.  She has traveled
extensively throughout the world serving
those in the most need of God’s healing,
transforming, loving, and securing grace
and has represented The United Methodist
Church in a superb way.  She has been a
close ally of the Louisiana Area for the
past few years as we have continued to
rely upon and partner with the leaders of
UMCOR to continue our Disaster
Recovery ministries.  She knows us well
and has a deep affection for the people of
our Conference.  

It was with great joy that I saw her
elected and then a day later emerge from
the meeting with the Jurisdictional
Committee on Episcopacy with a single
strand Mardi Gras bead necklace around
her neck!  That string of beads was a dead
give-away as to where she was about to
be assigned.  As the names were read and
the places of assignment were announced,
sure enough the much-desired words were
spoken – “Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey,
Louisiana Area!”  When we all had a
chance, following the announcement of all

the placements, we
erupted in joyous
applause as the newest
episcopal leader of the
Louisiana Area made
her way to the waiting
arms of love and con-
gratulations of the
Louisiana delegation.
The new bishop for
Louisiana is a world-
wide figure in The
United Methodist

Church, an experienced executive, and a
dynamic personality who will give great
and gracious leadership to our wonderful
Annual Conference.  My heart beat with
joy and my buttons almost popped as I
celebrated her assignment!  

Bishop Harvey, a native of Big Spring,
Texas is married to Dean, a Financial
Planner and a great servant of the church
in his own right.  Meeting him for the first
time was a distinct pleasure.  He will be a
wonderful partner with Bishop Harvey as
they travel the state and become acquaint-
ed with all of you.  You will find them to
be warm, caring, and deeply rooted in the
spiritual commitment of making Disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world.

Bishop Harvey and Dean have one
daughter, Elizabeth, who is a student at

Baylor University in Waco, Texas.
Elizabeth was ecstatic that her mother was
elected to this office of service and will be
a wonderful presence with the Harvey’s
when she is home from Baylor and travel-
ing with them to various events.  

I, now, draw a deep sigh of relief and
put aside any anxiety I might have had
regarding who would come to serve you
next.  God has indeed provided superb
leadership for you and I rejoice.  Bishop
Harvey will be coming to Louisiana in
about a week for her introductory visit
and I can hardly wait to show her what
joys await her here.  

Oh, and by the way, she is a graduate
of the University of Texas at Austin.  She,
by her own admission is a devoted
Longhorn fan!  I warned her she will have
to reconcile how she is going to handle
that loyalty in Tiger Town, but if a Sooner
can do that for the past 12 years, so can
she!  

Bishop Harvey and Dean will move to
Baton Rouge sometime in the last week of
August and on September 1, 2012 she
will be fully responsible for the Louisiana
Area!  Kay and my plans have us depart-
ing Baton Rouge on August 15, heading
west to Las Cruces, New Mexico where
we will take up an unexpected responsi-
bility of serving as the Interim bishop for
the New Mexico Annual Conference for a

few months until a legal question involv-
ing one of our Jurisdictional bishops can
be clarified by the Judicial Council and a
permanent assignment made to the
Northwest Texas/New Mexico Area.  We
are assured this will all be settled in a few
short months and we can then fully
“retire” as we have tried to do once
before!  We are amazed how God just
keeps calling us back into service every
time we get right up to the door of full
retirement.  But, we are humbled and hon-
ored by the privilege of serving God’s
great Church in whatever way we are
needed.

So, dear friends, the mantle of
Hutchinson to Harvey is almost passed.  It
will still be on my shoulders until August
31.  After that it will be fully upon Bishop
Harvey’s shoulders.  It will be a blessed
transition I know and one that will contin-
ue to serve the needs of the Louisiana
Conference far into the future.  I couldn’t
be more pleased and excited for you!  

Thanks, once again, for providing love
and grace for my leg of the journey.  How
beautiful it has been!

In Christ’s love,

Bill Hutchinson  
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United Methodist clergy and laity, from the
eight states that form the South Central
Jurisdiction. Her four-year term of service
begins Sept. 1.

Harvey was endorsed for the episcopa-
cy by the Jurisdictional Conference
Women’s Leadership Team and affirmed
by MARCHA (Methodists Associated
Representing the Cause of Hispanic
Americans), the denomination’s Hispanic
caucus. She also was endorsed by the
Nebraska Annual Conference delegation.

Before leading UMCOR, she previous-
ly was the director of missional excellence
for the Texas Annual (regional)
Conference. In that role, she initiated a
partnership with the Côte d’Ivoire Annual
Conference. She is fluent in Spanish as
well as English.

She also has previously served as exec-
utive associate pastor of Memorial Drive
United Methodist Church in Houston and
associate pastor of Foundry United
Methodist Church in Houston. She is a
graduate of Southern Methodist
University’s Perkins School of Theology.

She is married to Dean Alan Harvey.
Their daughter Elizabeth Grace Harvey,
21, is a senior at Baylor University. 

In other business, South Central
Jurisdictional Conference delegates on
Thursday afternoon, July 19, overwhelm-
ingly affirmed its episcopacy committee’s
decision to compel Bishop W. Earl
Bledsoe’s early retirement as bishop.

Getting as much attention as the elec-
tions, the disagreement between Bishop W.
Earl Bledsoe of North Texas and the juris-
dictional episcopacy committee was played
out on center stage at the South Central
conference. Earlier this year, the commit-
tee had asked Bledsoe to retire, citing his
administrative performance as a factor.
After meeting with the committee, the
bishop announced June 1 that he would
retire, but then he changed course June 5
and said he would fight for his job. He
charged the committee with trying to force
him out of office.

In a hearing July 16-17, before the
opening of the jurisdictional conference,
the committee voted to place Bledsoe on
involuntary retirement. On July 19, after
hearing from both Bledsoe and committee
chair Don House, the jurisdictional dele-
gates affirmed the decision to remove
Bledsoe in a 208-45 vote.

Late in the evening of July 20, House
announced that Bledsoe would be “placed
in a retired position” as of Aug. 31. The
decision came after consultation with the
jurisdiction’s other bishops. Bledsoe would
remain retired even if he appealed the rul-
ing to the denomination’s top court, the
Judicial Council, House said. The bishop,
61, was elected to the episcopacy in 2008.

In other action, the delegates approved
joining the Kansas East, Kansas West and
Nebraska conferences into the Great Plains
Annual Conference, effective Jan. 1, 2014.
The new Great Plains Episcopal Area is
made up of the Kansas and Nebraska
areas, which the South Central College of
Bishops directed to merge to meet the
General Conference mandate. The dele-
gates also approved joining the Rio Grande
and Southwest Texas conferences, by
2016.

New Bishop, from page 1

Newly elected Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey is pictured, top, with Bishop Janice Huie (Texas area) and Bishop Jim Dorf (San Antonio
area) during the South Central Jurisdictional Conference. Members of the Louisiana Delegation, middle, are shown hard at work at
the conference. Bishop Harvey, wearing Mardi Gras beads, is shown in the bottom photo as she is greeted enthusiastically by the
Louisiana Delegation during an area breakfast held July 21 in the Renaissance Hotel in Oklahoma City. For more coverage of the
SCJ Conference, visit www.la-umc.org and click on the Facebook icon.
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Faith Crossing UMC in Denham
Springs has met for the last three years in a
4,000 square ft. warehouse off of Rushing
Road.

The lease for the warehouse was expir-
ing in the summer of 2012, and the church
was having difficulty finding more perma-
nent facilities or land for Faith Crossing. 

“There was nowhere for us to go. We
had put out several offers, but nothing
materialized,” said Rev. Leslie Stephens,
pastor. 

At the same time, Rev. Lewis Morris,
pastor of Friendship UMC in Walker, was
having important conversations with his
congregation. Attendance had dwindled to
about 15-20 people and finances were a
major concern.

Both churches needed solutions to their
problems.

This past spring, the two pastors met
with conference leaders to discuss the pos-
sibility of a merger between the congrega-
tions. Faith Crossing, currently in central
Denham Springs, and Friendship, located in
north Walker, are only a 20-minute car
drive apart.

On July 1, members of Friendship UMC
worshipped for the first time at Faith

Crossing’s campus. “The church was
packed tight. Children were running every-
where. Friendship and Faith Crossing mem-
bers, alike, knew this was God’s answer to
our collective prayers,” said Rev. Stephens.

Friendship UMC’s campus has been
closed for the summer for renovations that
include gutting and refinishing the
Fellowship Hall, adding parking spaces,
building a new playground, replacing car-
pets in the sanctuary, and adding tv screens
in the sanctuary for use in worship. The
renovations were made possible through the
use of 1000 Club funding and monies pro-
vided through the conference Church
Extension ministry.

On Aug. 26, what is now known as
Faith Crossing UMC at the Friendship
Campus will have it’s first worship service
at the remodeled facility in Walker.

“This is a merger. Both congregations
are coming together. All of these folks are
part of Faith Crossing UMC at the
Friendship campus,” said Rev. Stephens.

The congregations of the two churches
are melding together well, according to
Rev. Stephens. “At Faith Crossing, the
majority of our members were already very
involved because as a new church, we

needed everyone’s participation.
Anonymity is not an option!,” she said with
a laugh.

Because the church is only several years
old, there is no “long standing history” to
get in the way of ministry, added Rev.
Stephens. “There are no well established
routines or cliques. Everyone at Faith
Crossing can add their voice. Everyone
belongs.”

Appropriate to this non-traditional
church’s approach, Faith Crossing actually
got its start through a softball team in the
community league. “Several members of
the softball team joined the planting team
when we got off the ground years ago. We
still have our softball team, and it continues
to serve as a great entry point to the
church,” said Rev. Stephens. 

Faith Crossing UMC was chartered on
May 15, 2012 with 150 professing mem-
bers.

Community outreach is very important
to the mission of the church. Faith Crossing
assists the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank
by hosting food giveaways from the church
parking lot. “The food provided to us were
items that they were going to throw away.
One of our church members who works for

the food bank, found out about the extra
items and made arrangements to set up the
giveaways from our parking lot,” said Rev.
Stephens.

Faith Crossing’s community visibility is
also assisted by members joining in Habitat
work days, participating in events like the
Louisiana Skeeter Run, hosting play dates
in the park, Vacation Bible School and soc-
cer teams. And of course, a softball team!

Although the merging congregation will
begin its new life in Walker this August, the
church will continue to look for  property in
south Denham Springs. “It was always our
plan to add a United Methodist presence to
this part of the city. If we can find the right
home, that campus could possibly be
known as Faith Crossing UMC in Denham
Springs. We may actually wind up with a
multi-campus approach,” said Rev.
Stephens.  

Ironically, Faith Crossing’s church par-
sonage has always been located right across
the street from Friendship UMC’s campus.
“Some have teased me about that coinci-
dence. And no, I didn’t plan it this way,”
she laughed. “Every step of the way, we
have been awed by God’s leading in bring-
ing our congregations to this point.”

Churches strengthen through merger of Faith Crossing and Friendship UMCs

Rev. Leslie Stephens, pastor of Faith Crossing UMC in Denham Springs, is surrounded
by members of her congregation during the church’s May 15 chartering service. The
new start church is in the midst of a merger with nearby Friendship UMC, which will be
the physical home for the new church to be known as Faith Crossing UMC at the
Friendship campus. Renovations to the Friendship site, top right, include adding park-
ing space. A church that focuses heavily on community outreach, Faith Crossing hosts
food giveaways in the church parking lot. 
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Through its recent participation in an
interfaith community Vacation Bible
School, Abbeville United Methodist
Church has learned the value of tapping
into existing resources. 

It all got started when Rev. John Vining,
pastor, got the church involved in the
Louisiana Conference-sponsored Town and
Country Academy.

Focusing on excellence in ministry for
rural churches, the Academy got its start
when the United Methodist Foundation of
Louisiana secured funding through a spe-
cial gift from a donor with a passion for
rural church ministry.  The Conference
Office of Church Extension and
Transformation designed the Academy and
welcomed the first class of pastors and laity
to Academy Session One in January of
2010. Nine churches completed the first
wave of the Academy in September of
2011. 

Abbeville UMC was among the latest
group of local churches to enter the pro-
gram. 

A key focus of Academy training is to
equip pastors and laity to excel in evangel-
ism and community service.

It took little time for the church to find
the perfect community outreach opportuni-
ty.

The Abbeville area has a significant
population of underserved children who
need involvement, resources and connec-
tion to caring individuals.

Rev. Vining’s involvement in an inter-
faith prayer group of area pastors provided
a connection to other churches with which
Abbeville UMC could collaborate.

Briggs UMC in Abbeville was the site
of the Learning for Life Center, an after-
school tutoring and feeding program for
underserved area children.

Rev. Vining had become friends with
Pastor Layne Payne of New Life Church
through the ecumenical prayer group. The
two brainstormed and came up with the
concept of a community Vacation Bible
School.

“Like any good United Methodist
church, we knew how to run an effective
VBS. With our contacts at the the learning
center at Briggs UMC, we had the perfect
way to recruit the children we wanted to
serve,” said Rev. Vining.

Rev. Payne rallied his congregation,
providing a number of volunteers to work
with Abbeville UMC members in running
the school. “Donations and volunteers
came not only from our two churches, but
from the congregations represented in our
interfaith prayer group,” he added.

Working side by side with volunteers
from other area churches was an “amazing”
experience, said Rev. Vining. “The way the
volunteers got in and melded together was
just amazing. In every work group, we
intentionally put one Abbeville member
and one New Life member together as
leaders.”

Community help came from unexpected
places.

Brandon Mitchell, former defensive
tackle for the New England Patriots and
area resident, served as a valuable advisor
and volunteer on the project.

Rev. Vining explained that Brandon is
greatly admired by and has a strong con-
nection to area youth.

Mitchell’s advise to the VBS planning
committee was an eye opener for many of
its members. “Many of the children we
were targeting came from African
American families. Brandon cautioned our
group, which was largely white, that our
attitudes needed to be ‘correct’ as we
approached these children. We were
reminded that we should exhibit humility
in everything we would do for these
deserving kids and to respect their culture,”
said Rev. Vining, adding that at that
moment, some volunteers on the committee
were moved to tears.

“We were struck by the power of certain
revelations, and we realized that the VBS
was no longer just a community project. It
was more than Abbeville UMC’s fulfill-
ment of Town and Country requirements. It
was a God thing, and we knew that we
were learning things we might not have
realized before,” he said.

Kay Wilson, director of the learning
center, was an essential resource by identi-
fying and inviting the children whom the
churches wanted to recruit for the VBS.

“Kay did a great job. We wound up with at
least 100 children over the week’s time,”
said Rev. Vining. 

The week-long event ended Saturday,
July 14 with a community “fun day”
attended by close to 400 people. 

VBS classes were held in the “old”
Herod’s School located in one of the areas
of Abbeville close to the target group of
children. The “fun day” was held in a near-
by park where children enjoyed playing in
inflatible jumpers, face painting, games and
jambalaya for themselves and community
members.

“Because the learning center is involved
in a feeding program for kids, we were able
to offer the children breakfast and lunch,”
said Rev. Vining.

As a take-home, the children were given
bracelets printed with the words “Hebrews
11:1” and “Faith.” Each participant was
also presented with their own copy of a
Bible.

Rev. Vining and his congregation have
been moved by the impact of this interfaith,
community project. “Overwhelmingly, the
parents of the kids talked about how good
VBS was and how much the children
learned. Our volunteers had a sense of awe
and amazement at what God had done to
bring it together. Everything went so
smoothly.”

Abbeville UMC organizes community Vacation Bible School

Abbeville UMC recently participated in
a community Vacation Bible School
targeting underserved children in the
community. Pictured clockwise, start-
ing left, the group of more than 100
children and volunteers is shown dur-
ing the VBS held in the gymnasiam of
the community’s “old” Herod School.
The children enjoyed numerous craft
sessions assisted by church volun-
teers. Top right, VBS participants gath-
ered every morning in the gym for
songs and activities. Two adorable
VBS participants hug one of the many
church volunteers that put on the com-
munity based event. The VBS began
as an outreach event planned by
Abbeville UMC through the Town and
Country Academy.
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Churches with Pension and Health Insurance Billing Arrearages as of End of 2011
Church Name Pastor Benefit Type Balance
Belle Rose St. James  [AC] Elva Jacobs Pension $5,043.68
Mallilieu, St. Martinville  [AC] Eugene James Anthony Hebert Pension $4,994.44
Mallilieu, St. Martinville  [AC] Eugene James Anthony Hebert Medical $6,089.00
Total for Mallilieu, St. Martinville $11,083.44
Maringouin, St. Peter  [AC] Emmett Collins Pension $3,568.53
Pineville, Wesley UMC  [AL] James E Ray Sr. Pension $3,668.16
Pineville, Wesley UMC  [AL]  James E Ray Sr. Medical $4,175.00

$7,843.16
Jordan  [BR] Davis W. Clark Pension $2,903.00
Jordan  [BR] Davis W. Clark Medical $1,930.00
Total for Jordan $4,833.00
Baskin  [MN] Mary Ann Collie Pension $306.00
Little Creek  [MN] Samuel Dana Thrash Pension $117.87
St. Paul   [MN] Jackie Holmes Pension $367.20
St. Peter   [MN] Sonia D. Gee Pension $100.70
Laharpe Thompson  [NO] William L. Jones Sr. Pension $12,402.81
Laharpe Thompson  [NO] Ronald James Southall Pension $747.99
Laharpe Thompson  [NO] William L. Jones Sr. Medical $20,528.50
Total for Laharpe Thompson $33,679.30
Williams Ross  [NO] Dale Branch Pension $936.37
Fairfield  [SH] Joe.D. Connelly Pension $4,686.42
Fairfield  [SH] Joe D. Connelly Medical $627.84
Total for Fairfield $5,314.36
McDonald [SH] Linda B. Gatlin Pension $221.23
Bon Chest  [SH] Oscar E. Player Medical $3,341.80

Grand Total $76,756.64

The number of U.S. adults using social
networking sites has nearly doubled since
2008, according to the Pew Research
Center. 

Of those surveyed in late 2010 through
the center's Internet and American Life
Project, 79 percent said they use the
Internet and nearly half said they use at
least one social networking site.

Many United Methodist churches are
paying attention to that trend and using
social media sites like Twitter and
Facebook to reach new people. Now, some
are adding Pinterest to the list.

"The whole cliché, ‘A picture is worth a
thousand words,' ... that's how Pinterest is
functioning," said the Rev. Janet Grissett,
pastor at Melrose United Methodist
Church in Lottsburg, Va.

Melrose  — which averages about 92 in
worship and is located in a small, rural
community — began using Pinterest as
another tool to "spread the word about not
only our church, but about what The
United Methodist Church is doing,"
Grissett said. 

"Right now, we're looking for mostly
quotes or (images of) other United
Methodist events or churches or charity
organizations associated with The United
Methodist Church — also the ministries
we're doing as a church," she said. "We
just look for images that might move
somebody. ... And we put it up there."

"Putting it up there" means setting up a
free account at www.pinterest.com and
then pinning photos or images to virtual
bulletin boards. Users pin their own
images or ones taken from other sites,
crediting the source, and create as many
pinboards as they like. Each has a particu-
lar topic. Brief captions or explanations
can include a link for more information. A
main page lists all the boards created by a
user and links to a user's website,
Facebook page and Twitter feed. 

Grisset's church has 13 boards. Topics
include worship, thoughts on church and
the Bible. 

The goal is to have people follow the
boards and re-pin images from them onto
other sites, such as Facebook. 

If followers "see something that moves
them in a powerful way or a particular
way, they can click on it and find out
more," Grissett said.

The Melrose church has Facebook and
Twitter accounts, but Grissett says
Pinterest's focus is different. "When you go
to our board, you don't see words, you see
images," she said. "We are looking for
images that can draw someone's attention
and perhaps speak to them in a way a
Facebook status or Twitter status can't."

Dunwoody United Methodist Church
near Atlanta is using Pinterest to highlight
its mission projects. It now has boards
focusing on Scripture and its work with
Habitat for Humanity. More boards will be
added as mission events are completed.

Churches use Pinterest
to promote ministries,
attract seekers

For registration visit www.la-umc.org
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We all want to welcome new visitors.
Our brand promise – “Open hearts. Open
minds. Open doors.” – is our commitment
to maintain a welcoming lifestyle in our
churches. However, there is a fine line
between being friendly and solicitous and
invading newcomers‘ space. Here are some
ways to reach out and some dos and don’ts
when welcoming visitors.

DON’T assume a curry chicken casse-
role or fudge brownies will delight every-
one.

DO be aware that many people have
different food preferences and even food
allergies. Even offerings that sound neutral,
like homemade bread, may be a bad idea
due to gluten allergies. Think outside the
box; consider taking a mug with your
church’s logo on it—stuffed with teabags
or a special coffee packet and an issue of
The Upper Room daily devotional guide.
Another great offering may be a refrigera-
tor magnet with your church’s phone num-
ber, address, Facebook address, website,
and Twitter account.

DON’T forget practical manners. They
never go out of style.

DO keep the trip to a visitor’s home
short and sweet. If you are bringing some-
thing, simply say “thanks for visiting” and

leave the gift. Don’t expect an invitation to
come inside. Call before coming, if possi-
ble, and keep the visit brief.

DON’T assume one communication
method fits all. Posting the potluck dinner
only on Facebook may mean people who
rarely check their Facebook account won’t
see it. On the other hand, someone con-
stantly hooked up to technology may just
toss a printed envelope.

DO ask visitors how they prefer to
receive information about events and news.
Encourage them to follow your Twitter
feed and like your Facebook page. Ask
them if they like to get text announce-
ments. 

DON’T assume a visitor who may not
be a regular churchgoer knows terms like
Advent. Also, don’t assume a visitor even
understands what it means when United
Methodists say that Holy Communion is
open to everyone. 

DO make it easy for newcomers to find
answers to questions. For instance, instead
of saying, “Your daughter might enjoy
UMYF;” say “Your daughter might enjoy
our Sunday evening youth fellowship,
which we call UMYF.”

DON’T take it personally if a family
visits for weeks or even months without

joining. You don’t know what is happening
in their lives and their faith journey, so
don’t be pushy.

DO understand that part of being a wel-
coming congregation means being patient.
Be friendly and helpful. Let visitors know
they are welcome at the level of involve-
ment where they are most comfortable. 

DON’T assume that one welcoming
method fits all. Some visitors — especially
older ones — might enjoy a phone call,
while a busy family might consider it a
nuisance.

DO announce in church that your con-
gregation likes to reach out to visitors. Ask
them to note on the registration pad if they
prefer phone calls to home visits or email
to snail mail. Reassure visitors from the
pulpit that you do not intend to drop by
unannounced.

DON’T put all the responsibility on the
shoulders of the head greeter. 

DO enlist your congregants’ help in
making visitors feel welcome through
handshakes, smiles and light conversation
in the pew.

United Methodist Communications
offers an online Welcoming Ministry
course.

SUMMARY: Creating a welcom-
ing and hospitable climate in your
church begins at the parking lot and
continues into the heart of the congre-
gation. The ministry of welcoming is
the responsibility of the entire church
family, not of a committee or a few
volunteers. To create a lifestyle of
welcoming in your congregation,
remember these seven practical ele-
ments. 

1. Display visible, clear and con-
cise signs that a first-time visitor can
easily understand and follow. Learn
how to improve your welcome to visi-
tors by completing the “Comfort
Checklist.”

2. Station greeters at all building
entrances, not just the sanctuary.
Prepare greeters for their role by shar-
ing “Guidelines for Greeters.”

3. Train ushers to be your worship
“hosts” (not gatekeepers). Learn more
about preparing ushers for their role
by sharing “Guidelines for Ushers.”

4. The congregation is even more
influential than the greeters and ushers
in creating a welcoming climate.
Prepare church members for their role
by sharing the “Welcoming Tips”
sheet.

5. Offer cues and aids during wor-
ship. Never assume people know what
you know! Discover how to make
worship more welcoming with a
“WOW! Worship of Welcoming”
training session.

6. Invite people to stay for social
time and announce where to find the
coffee! Learn more about ways to
invite people by using the “Inviting
Practice” sheet.

7. Remember to say “thank you for
coming” and “we hope to see you
again.” Discover more welcoming
skills by reviewing the “Ideas That
Show We Care” sheet.
Order the new Welcoming Ministry
Training Manual and Planning
Handbook with all of these handouts,
13 training sessions and a companion
DVD for $39.95.

To learn more about developing a
welcoming ministry in your congrega-
tion, visit umcom.org/welcoming.

Dos and don’ts for welcoming visitors without smothering

Seven practical 
elements of welcoming

Open hearts

Open minds

Open doors
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Between the ages of  
76 and 86?

Help yourself  and your church.

Contact us to learn more about 
Charitable Gift Annuities.

*Current Single Life Rate for a $10,000 gift

Age Payout Rate Annual Income*

76 6.0% $600
77 6.2% $620
78 6.4% $640
79 6.6% $660
80 6.8% $680
81 7.0% $700
82 7.2% $720
83 7.4% $740
84 7.6% $760
85 7.8% $780
86 8.0% $800

Want dependable income? 

You can receive 6% to 8%– for the rest of your 

life! Lock in your rate today!
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St. Mark United Methodist Church
(6217 Glen Oaks Drive) in Baton Rouge
will celebrate 123 years of ministry Aug.
19 at 3 p.m.  Rev. Dr. Joe Connelly, pastor
of Wesley UMC in Baton Rouge, will
serve as guest speaker for the event.

St. Mark’s rich history began when
Methodist preachers first established a mis-
sion at a private house in Pete’s Alley.
They mission subsequently moved to
North Boulevard and then to Lucy Street.
Ultimately, St. Mark Methodist Episcopal
Church was organized.  

In 1968, the church became St. Mark
United Methodist Church. Rev. W. T.
Handy, Jr., former pastor of St. Mark
UMC, would eventually be elected as a
United Methodist bishop.

Under the leadership of current pastor
Rev. Derrick Hills, the church continues to
move forward in ministry, “making disci-
ples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.”

During the Aug. 19 event, St. Mark
UMC will celebrate the lives and min-
istries of eight members over the age of
90. They include Mildred Bowie, 96;
Elouise Williamson, 95; Doris Thompson,
94; Eleanor Miles, 94; Mary Taylor, 93;
Alice Stepter, 92; Mabel Jackson, 93; Ruth
Ella Lans Meyer, 90; and Vertlee
Washington. Here are a few interesting
facts about each of these special women.

Mildred still drives herself to church,
the bowling alley and the grocery store. A
retired public school teacher, she is listed
on the cornerstone of the church building.

Elouise joined St. Mark in 1952 under
the pastorate of the late Rev. John
McCrory.  She is the daughter of the late
Rev. H. D. Lewis. 

Doris is also the daughter of a minister.
At 2 p.m. each day, she reads scripture and
the Upper Room daily devotional. She is a
retired public school teacher.

Eleanor is the youngest of 10 children.
She said she is grateful that the Lord gave
her the health and strength to take care of
her four sisters. Married to a minister, she
served wherever she was needed.  

Mary remembers when St. Mark first
started near the corner of Laurel and Main
Streets in an area known as Pete’s Alley.
When the church was located at the
Convention Street location, she sold the
Upper Room and served as an usher.  

Alice, one of 14 children, joined St.
Mark when the church was pastored by
Rev. W. T. Handy.  

Mabel, an active member of the com-
munity, she participated in the civil rights
movement and was involved with the bus
boycotts during the 1960’s. Mabel provid-
ed transportation to members of the com-
munity to and from work so they would
not have to ride public buses. 

Ruth worked in the East Baton Rouge
Parish school system and retired in
December of 1981.  She joined St. Mark
Methodist Church in the 1950’s.

Vertlee was a native and lifelong resi-
dent of New Orleans until Hurricane
Katrina struck the city. She is now an
active member of St. Mark. She was an
active member of Brooks UMC before she
affiliated with St. Mark UMC.

St. Mark UMC celebrates 123rd anniversary, members aged 90 plus

Pictured left to right, top row,
are Mildred Bowie, Mabel
Jackson, Eleanor Miles, Ruth
Myers, Mary Taylor, Doris
Thompson and Elouise
Williams. All of these women
are over the age of 90 and are
active members of St. Mark
UMC in Baton Rouge. The
congregation is celebrating its
123rd anniversary on Aug. 19
at 3 p.m. at the church, locat-
ed at 6217 Glen Oaks Drive.
Vertlee Washington is not pic-
tured.


