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Tropical Storm Lee
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In the wake of Tropical Storm Lee,
United Methodists are contending with
the damage from floods — and flames.

While the storm’s heavy rains cut a
soggy path across Louisiana, Mississippi,
Alabama and Georgia, Lee’s 50-mile-per-
hour winds whipped wildfires in parched
Texas as well as in parts of Louisiana.

“My real worry is just having funding
to be able to help,” said the Rev. Tom
Hazelwood, the executive in charge of
the United Methodist Committee on
Relief’s U.S. disaster response. “We were
short and we got a little money in to help
with the spring storms, and now we’ve
got all of this, and we have to ask people
to give again for a different set of circum-
stances.”

Hazelwood spent most of Sept. 7
coordinating response to the fire-ravaged
parts of Texas, which has been undergo-
ing a severe drought since last fall.
Among the responders are UMCOR-
trained spiritual and emotional care
teams.

In Bastrop County, about 30 miles
southeast of Austin, a blaze has burned
more than 33,000 acres since Sept. 4 and
claimed the lives of two people.

“A cool front arrived at the same time
as the winds from Tropical Storm Lee,
and with the drought conditions here, the
low humidity and the high winds, any lit-
tle spark became a huge fire,” said the
Rev. Andy Smith, pastor of First United
Methodist Church of Bastrop.

At least 16 families in his congrega-
tion have lost their homes. More than 30

families, Smith said, still do not know
whether their homes are damaged or lost.

Most Bastrop residents had less than
20 minutes to evacuate, and still others
were out of town for the Labor Day
weekend. Smith said he has heard stories
of neighbors rescuing the pets of those
out of town.

In Louisiana, where some forecasters
had feared the worst, only Clanton
Chapel United Methodist Church in the
small fishing town of Dulac has reported
damage to the Louisiana Conference.

“We did have a lot of water in Dulac
from Lee on two different days,”
explained the Rev. Kirby Verret, the
church’s pastor. “The waters rose, but we
did not have any in the sanctuary. We did,

Churches face flood, fire in wake of Tropical Storm Lee

See Lee,  page 5

The Rev. Kirby Verett and his dog, Scratch, monitor flooding caused by Tropical Storm Lee in Dulac, La. Verett is pas-
tor of Clanton Chapel United Methodist Church in Dulac. Minor flooding damage was sustained from the floodwaters
in the church preschool building. Tropical Storm Lee cut a soggy pathy across Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and
Georgia over Labor Day weekend and several days later. A UMNS photo by Drake Granier
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Rev. Fred Wideman
has been endorsed as a
candidate for the
Episcopacy at the 2012
South Central
Jurisdictional
Conference of The
United Methodist
Church. Rev. Wideman
is the current senior
pastor of Broadmoor
United Methodist
Church in Baton

Rouge. His candidacy was endorsed by the
Louisiana Conference General and
Jurisdictional Delegations at a Sept. 10
meeting held at the United Methodist
Foundation of Louisiana in Baton Rouge.
Members of the delegation have been
working with a discernment model which
has drawn them to this vote for endorse-
ment.

Rev. Wideman has a Masters of
Theology from Perkins and has had addi-
tional study at Candler. He is married to
Ann, has three children and a grandchild.

“The Long, Hot Summer” is about to
come to a close.  As for me, it can’t
come soon enough!  If the humidity
would roll back out into the Gulf and the
mercury dip below 90 degrees it might
become tolerable again.  I don’t know
when I have been more ready for fall to
arrive.  And the areas that have been
stricken with record drought will certain-
ly be relieved when the scorching heat
abates and a little cooler weather pre-
vails.

While there have been a multitude of
heat related stories that have dominated
the headlines of the newspapers, there’s
one that is personal to Kay and me that
no one has read.  We were visiting in
Tulsa, Oklahoma in late June and left our
car parked in the driveway of our friends
home while we visited around the area
with them.  We didn’t need to get in the
car when we got back home that
evening, so it was the next morning
when we went out to load the car for our
trip on to New Mexico that we discov-
ered the results of the heat the day
before.  

I had left an unopened can of Dr.
Pepper in the cup holder in the front seat
of the car.  Sometime during the day
before the heat had risen to such a level
that the can exploded and Dr. Pepper was
projected with volcano-like force all over
the interior of the car.  You can’t imagine
the sticky mess that greeted us!  And, in
addition to having sugary Dr. Pepper
spray all over the interior, the can had
sent the remaining liquid bubbling over
into the center gear shift of the car, mak-
ing it very challenging to even shift the
gears.  I’m certain not many cars have
Dr. Pepper poured into the gears!!

I learned a great practical lesson.
Don’t leave an unopened can of any car-
bonated drink in a closed up car when
the temperatures outside are in excess of
100 degrees!  

The second lesson is more philosophi-
cal.  Do not place bottled-up emotions  in
a heated place or you are subject to an
eruption that will be very messy!  Here
are a few examples of what I am think-
ing.

When you have issues with another
person and you are ready to lose your
integrity by spouting off to them about
how much you dislike them, or how
angry they make you by their actions, it’s
time to remove yourself from the heat.
Walk away, count to ten, or take a
breather from the conversation.  If you
stay in the conflicted situation until the
heat goes beyond control, there will be
an explosion.  The potential for reconcili-
ation will be blown to bits.  The opportu-
nity to come to a mutual agreement for a
solution will be scattered all over the
premises.  Nothing is more sticky than a
relationship that has had anger and
hatred spewed all over it.

We’ve just finished “Boundaries

Training” for sexual
misconduct with all
the clergy and with
laity who are
employed by
churches.  This prin-
ciple applies there
are well.  When you
are involved in a
relationship with
another person that
has sexual overtones,

be well aware of having emotions pres-
surized within yourself that could erupt
at any moment.  Again, the secret to con-
trol is to absent yourself from the heat of
the moment and bring your emotions
back in check in a much cooler climate.
As they used to say, “Cool your jets.” If
you expose closed up emotions to a heat-
ed encounter, you are very likely to find
yourself in a place where self-control is
the only thing that stands between you
and behavioral disaster.

In the church, conflict is the pressur-
ized element that threatens stability and
productivity.  When factions form around
support and non-support of a pastor, or
when divisions happen over theological
stances, or when the expenditure of
money is controversial, or when the
music department is at odds with chil-
dren’s ministries, there is always the
potential for a can-ripping reaction.
When parishioners find themselves in
conflict with one another, they should
pray for guidance, wait for discernment,
and reschedule a time to converse about
the issue when the heat isn’t so high.
Nothing is messier and more destructive
than a fissure that develops out of anger
in a fellowship of Christ-followers where
harmony and commitment to a common
goal are supposed to be the defining
principles.  

Yes, I am ready for the “long, hot
summer” to be a thing of the past.  We’ll
all function better in a cooler environ-
ment.  And I am ready for the pressur-
ized eruptions that bring destruction and
pain to the church and the people of the
church to come to an end.  I pray that
God will give us “love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control”
(Galatians 5:22) that will enable us to
keep our messy explosions from happen-
ing and will allow us the privilege to
fully embody the spirit of Christ in His
Holy Church.

I’m ready to journey into the cool fall
with you! 

In Christ’s love,

Bill Hutchinson
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ON THE JOURNEY

The Long, Hot Summer

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

Rev. Fred
Wideman

Louisiana Annual Conference delegates
to General and Jurisdictional conferences,
slated for 2012, gathered at the United
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana offices
in Baton Rouge to begin preparation for
next year’s events. The 2012 United
Methodist Church Conference will be held

April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. The 2012
South Central Jurisdictional Conference is
slated for July 18-21 in Oklahoma City.
Rev. Katie McKay Simpson and Tim
Hebert, delegates to Jurisdictional
Conference, are pictured at the Aug. 30
meeting.

Wideman is conference Episcopal candidate

Delegates prepare for General and
Jurisdictional Conferences in 2012

In Memoriam
Johanna Hess
July 20, 2011

rev. robert Peyton
september 4, 2011
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Local churches of all faiths face the
issue of encouraging growth and vitality in
their respective ministries. Clergy and laity
struggle to “not only bring new partici-
pants/members in the door, but also to
retain them as contributing participants in
the life of the congregation,” according to a
recent Faith Communities Today (FACT)
publication.

Stated in the report, “The question of
church growth has been addressed from
many perspectives, including previous
Faith Communities Today (FACT) publica-
tions . . .Hopefully, the research findings
presented here can be of use to clergy, lay
leaders, and others who are interested in
attracting and keeping new congregational
members.”

Some of the lessons learned from the
research findings from a recent FACT sur-

vey include:
• Numerical growth is most likely

among those congregations that:
° Capitalize on changing community

demographics by incorporating new leader-
ship positions, worship styles, or music that
reflects the culture of the changing neigh-
borhood.

° Clergy and lay leaders who consult
with congregational members in develop-
ing a systematic plan for growth that not
only reflects their needs, but stimulates
their leadership opportunities.

• Congregations that provide worship
and small group activities at multiple times
throughout the week will help retain active
participation for families with harried
schedules trying to juggle work, school,
and extracurricular sports schedules.

• Actively invite new participants to

worship, fellowship activities, and small
group events to keep potential and new
recruits returning to the congregation.

• Congregations that have “spiritually
vital” programming as part of their out-
reach are more likely to actively invite
newcomers to worship and small group
activities. In other words, a synergy is
developed between actively inviting com-
munity members to join in the life of the
congregation, and having exciting and rele-
vant activities to invite new recruits to
attend.

• Dynamic worship remains the primary
vehicle that all denominations and faith tra-
ditions use to attract and integrate new
members and participants. Clergy and lay
leaders need to remember that captivating
worship is the main attraction for renewal.
Often this means incorporating a “contem-

porary” style worship service.
• Develop a system to recognize new,

regular, and lapsed attendees since the data
show that those congregations which are
more likely to “definitely contact” lapsed
attendees are also more likely to have
experienced growth in recent years.

• Congregational leaders should also
provide training opportunities and public
recognition of volunteers to maintain the
steady recruitment and retention of active
participants.

This publication is one in a series pro-
duced by Faith Communities Today
(FACT), a  collaboration of American faith
communities. These periodic publications
connect research with strategies for dealing
with important issues facing congregations
in the U.S. today. More information can be
found at www.faithcommunitiestoday.org 

As a professional case manager,
Catherine Earl does not routinely keep in
touch with former clients she has assisted
through the United Methodist Committee
on Relief.

During the last decade, however, she
heard from a few who wanted to express
their gratitude for the agency’s assistance
after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

She is happy to report that one person,
who literally had been living under a
bridge after the tragedy, “now is quite self-
sufficient.”

That doesn’t surprise her.
“Some of these families would have

found their (own) way,” said Earl about the
hundreds who benefited from the Healing,
Encouragement and Advocacy in Response
to Tragedy unit established by the denomi-
nation’s Greater New Jersey Annual
(regional) Conference. “But there were so
many people in crisis who not only needed
the resources themselves but also needed
someone to partner with them.

“I’m very confident that because of the
generosity of the people who gave to
UMCOR… a lot of people did, in fact,
benefit and maybe recovered faster and in
some cases, better,” she added.
Denomination’s response

United Methodists donated $20.8 mil-
lion to a fund — aptly named “Love in the
Midst of Tragedy” — designed to create a
response across the denomination to the
Sept. 11 attacks on New York’s World
Trade Center and the Pentagon.

The scope and nature of the events,
along with the large amount of resources
available, made this a very different type of
disaster for the relief agency. Instead of
rebuilding homes and communities,
UMCOR would help some of the survivors
and secondary victims of 9/11 deal with
both psychological wounds and economic
needs as they reassembled their lives.

The high level of donations also allowed
the church to improve disaster response
training across the denomination, encour-

age participation in interfaith relations,
advocate on behalf of immigrants and
address humanitarian needs in Afghanistan.

Practical lessons learned through “Love
in the Midst of Tragedy” helped UMCOR
expand its capabilities in ways that became
apparent in the denomination’s response to
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005.

The agency developed its first case
management manual in the late 1990s,
based on its experiences with floods in
Fargo, N.D., and the Upper Midwest,
explained the Rev. Tom Hazelwood, the
executive in charge of U.S. disaster relief.

In a practical way, the denomination’s
Sept. 11 recovery efforts in New York and
New Jersey “really helped us define and
understand how case management works,”
he said.

Learning how to disburse significant
funds from donors during the 9/11 recovery
also allowed UMCOR to organize more
quickly after Hurricane Katrina hit. “We
were able to immediately have conversa-

tions with FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Agency) about how to handle
large quantities of families who were in
need,” Hazelwood said.

In fact, UMCOR’s response to Katrina
was “unprecedented,” in Earl’s opinion.
Never had a million people been displaced
in the United States before, she pointed out,
and never before had the denomination had
national mechanisms for its response,
through both the annual conferences and
the government-funded Katrina Aid Today,
which Earl joined in January 2006.

UMCOR and its collaborating partners
— Catholic Charities, the Salvation Army,
other denominational relief agencies and
Red Cross— now understand the need to
work more closely together on large disas-
ters and have devised language, forms and
systems that “are increasingly standard-
ized,” she said.

In 2001, the United Methodist Committee on Relief established a “listening post” at John Street United Methodist Church just blocks from ground zero where victims
of the tragedy were encouraged to come in to talk. A banner sent from Louisiana expressing support hung outside the church. A UMNS 2001 file photo by John C.
Goodwin.

9/11 healing aided by United Methodist Committee on Relief funds 

Study results provide tips to local churches on encouraging vitality
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When the death of Osama bin Laden
was announced in May, the Rev. Myrna
Bethke was awakened by a late-night call
from a New Zealand media outlet seeking
her reaction.

That itself was not a surprise. Bethke,
pastor of Red Bank United Methodist
Church in New Jersey, has a drawer full of
videotaped interviews — in Korean,
Japanese, Italian, Norwegian, German and
Chinese — that she’s received from TV
stations around the world.

As the sister of one of the 2,977 victims
of the Sept. 11 attacks and an advocate for
reconciliation who traveled on a peace mis-
sion to Afghanistan the next year, her per-
spective often has been sought by the
media.

Any reporter thinking Bethke would
allow herself the satisfaction of revenge
would be disappointed. Her family’s loss
because of 9/11 has not changed a lifelong
commitment to peace.

Bethke has visited a stadium in
Afghanistan where the Taliban carried out
its executions and she recognized the evil
in bin Laden. But, as she told the New
Zealand reporter that night, “I’m not going
to celebrate anyone’s dying.”

From the beginning, she has chosen rec-
onciliation over retribution.

The tribute at ground zero

On Sunday, Bethke, 54, and her hus-
band, Drew Burrus, a church organist, will
attend the 9/11 family observance at
ground zero as she has every year except
the first anniversary. The guest preacher to
take her place in the pulpit at Red Bank
was lined up several months ago.

This year, through a lottery system, she
is one of the family members chosen to
read aloud the names of those who died in
the attacks. She will be permitted to men-
tion the name of her youngest brother,
William Bethke, who was among the dead,
at the end of her list.

If the sun is reflecting brightly off the

Hudson River, it will be hard to forget how
blue the sky was that morning. Her brother,
nearing his 37th birthday in October, was at
work in the offices of the consulting firm
Marsh & McLennan, on the 95th floor of
the World Trade Center’s north tower.

After American Airlines Flight 11
crashed into the north tower, between the
93rd and 99th floors, at 8:46 a.m., Myrna
Bethke followed the breaking news on her
computer. But, she momentarily forgot that
her brother had transferred earlier that year
from his company’s Princeton, N.J., office
to lower Manhattan.

Then the realization came: “Billy works
there now.” No one in her family could
reach him. His body was never identified.

That evening, she opened the doors of
First United Methodist Church in Freehold,
N.J., where she then served as pastor, to the
grieving congregation and community.
They sang hymns and read psalms of anger
and lament, like Psalm 137, written cen-
turies ago by the oppressed Israelites living
in exile in Babylon.

It felt right, Bethke recalled, to “let that
rage happen” in a liturgical context,
“knowing that God is big enough to handle
all of our anger and all of our feelings.”
The next night, during a more formal wor-
ship service, they talked instead about
beginning the healing process.

Finding ways to heal

Her family, which includes a sister and
two other brothers, found different ways to
deal with the tragedy, but they eventually
lost touch with Bill’s widow, Valerie. “I
think her way of coping was just to disap-
pear,” Bethke said.

Her mother, Marie, started leading
workshops to help people learn to use the
healing power of laughter and still does.
Until his death from cancer two years ago,
her father, Brud, tagged along with his
wife.

For Bethke, the aftermath of 9/11 meant
learning to express her concerns and con-

victions in a much more public fashion
than she was used to, even as a pastor. “I’m
actually a very shy and quiet person, so
having to be that public about the death of
my brother has been an interesting journey
for me,” she admitted.

She knew she had to live out this truth:
“The more we know about one another and
the more we know our names and our sto-
ries, the harder it is when something hap-
pens to generalize or stereotype another
group of people.”

The desire to keep making connections
with other peoples and cultures also has
touched her two children, Krista, 22, and
Daniel, 20. “Both of them grew up in a
kind of peace tradition,” she explained.
“The jump to our response to 9/11 made
sense to them.”

Bethke had a powerful reminder of the
urgent need to work for peace and justice
when she and United Methodist Bishop C.
Joseph Sprague were part of an interfaith
delegation to Afghanistan in 2002, spon-
sored by Global Exchange, an international
human rights organization.

She had carried with her a memory that
symbolized the tragedy of 9/11 for her:
watching her father give a DNA sample in
case authorities were ever able to identify
her brother’s remains. Then, in
Afghanistan, she listened as an 8-year-old
girl spoke the names of family members
who had died in a bombing, offering a sort
of verbal DNA, and the connection was
clear.

“Those two things came together for
me,” she said. “This is why we do what we
do.”

Promoting interfaith relationships

Since 9/11, Bethke has been active in
September Eleventh Families for Peaceful
Tomorrows, an organization that promotes
dialogue on alternatives to war; has com-
mitted herself to seeking out relationships
with Muslims and other faith groups in
communities where she has lived; and has

worked with other New Jersey clergy to
address a growing backlash against immi-
grants.

Two years ago, the Red Bank congrega-
tion was part of the Three Faiths Walks ini-
tiated by U.S. Rep. Rush Holt, D-N.J., to
promote understanding among Christians,
Jews and Muslims. In 2010, church youth
participated in the Three Faiths Quilt proj-
ect, initiated by the Jewish Federation of
Monmouth County in partnership with 14
houses of worship. Each square of the
quilt, later displayed at the Statehouse in
Trenton, depicted symbols of peace in
those traditions.

These days, the personal significance of
Sept. 11 has become more prevalent as the
10th anniversary draws near. On a bright
summer afternoon, she visited, for the first
time, Marsh & McLennan’s memorial to
the 295 employees it lost at ground zero.

In a small plaza adjacent to the compa-
ny’s offices at 1166 Avenue of the
Americas, William Bethke’s name is etched
in the stone above a facsimile of his signa-
ture.

“The most meaningful part of that was
to see my brother’s signature,” she said
later. “That was just really a very moving
way to do that memorial.”

But, when she thinks of Bill, she doesn’t
think of Manhattan at all.

She might remember the seasons of
their childhood, when the siblings and four
close Bethke cousins peppered the grades
of the public school system in Hamilton,
N.J., and vacationed together each August
at the Jersey Shore.

Or she might recall Bill as an adult, the
tech guru who “could reformat your whole
computer over the phone;” the brother who
would “always be the first to help some-
body or make somebody laugh.

“A lot of times, it’s just remembering
who he was.”

Pastor seeks peace despite hurt of losing brother during 9/11 tragedy in New York

The Rev. Myrna Bethke, top left,  visits a memorial to employees of Marsh & McLennan in New York, which lost 295 people, including Bethke's 36-year-old brother,
William Bethke, in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Rev. Bethke serves as pastor of First United Methodist Church in Freehold, N.J.  A UMNS photo by John C. Goodwin.
Top right, Rev. Bethke sits with Amira, an Afghan girl who lost most of her family during U.S. bombing near Kabul, at a memorial service for the bombing victims in
this 2002 file photo. Bethke was part of a June 16-29 interfaith delegation to Afghanistan, sponsored by Global Exchange, an international human rights organization.
A UMNS photo courtesy of Myrna Bethke.
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St. Paul United Methodist Church held
a special service on Aug. 21 for children
and youth, reminding them, “I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.”
They received a special blessing from Rev.
Darrel Briggs, Sr., pastor. After the service,
a scavenger hunt for school supplies was

held. Members made special bags, each
having a different scripture. St. Paul UMC
also celebrated its church anniversary
on Aug. 28 using the theme, “Surviving
137 years through Prayers, Faith, and the
Power of God.”

Volunteers from several United Methodist churches in the Baton Rouge District
are shown Sept. 10 working at this year’s United Methodist Habitat Build in Baton
Rouge. This annual event draws teams from throughout the district to work on a
home for a deserving family. More information about the build can be obtained by
contacting Lynn Bradley at (225) 769-7040 or lbradley@bradley-blewster.com 

however, sustain about two inches in the
entrance to the preschool. Our R/V electri-
cal outlets were also flooded. We have a
few homes flooded in Dulac, but most have
been cleaned up.”

Verret noted one positive development
from Lee. The storm has blown in more
shrimp.

“When the winds from Lee shifted to
the north, shrimpers dropped their nets,” he
said. “The harvests have been great.”

Connections through church

The community of Bastrop is drawing
together in other ways. First United
Methodist and other area churches have
been collecting gift cards, linens, clothes
and personal items for evacuees.

On the night of Sept. 4, First United
Methodist Church was shelter to five fami-
lies. The church building is not in peril and
now hosts lunch each day for evacuees.

“It’s been really good for families just to
connect with each other,” Smith said.
Barbara Dorff, the wife of Bishop Jim
Dorff of the Southwest Texas Annual
(regional) Conference, joined the church
for lunch Sept. 7.

Fires across Texas over the past week

have destroyed more than 1,000 homes.
Elsewhere in the Southwest Texas

Conference, Cedar Creek United Methodist
Church has served as shelter for families
forced to flee wildfires.

“Our churches and pastors are hard at
work providing shelter and support for
those left homeless. Our God is present in
these communities and renewal will occur,”
said Bishop Dorff in a statement.

Lee’s other effects

Lee also spawned tornadoes that dam-
aged hundreds of homes and knocked out
power to hundreds of thousands of people
in several states.

Now, the storm’s remnants are churning
toward the northeastern United States, still
sodden from Irene. National Weather
Service meteorologist Neil Stuart told The
Associated Press some parts of the
Catskills have seen three to five inches in
the last few days, and another one to three
inches of rain could occur through Sept. 8.
Flood warnings are in effect Sept. 7 and 8
for much of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and
upstate New York.

In parts of the southeast, some United
Methodist churches reported minor flood-
ing, and some households were still dealing
with power outages. However, many were

breathing a sigh of relief.
In Calhoun, Tenn., a tree fell on the roof

of Spring Creek United Methodist Church
and damaged one of the church’s Sunday
school classrooms. But the Rev. Mary
Parson, the church’s pastor, said the con-
gregation still plans to go ahead with its
scheduled camp meeting this weekend.

Her church also plans to share worship

space with a nearby Baptist church that lost
its building in a fire ignited by lightning
from the storm.

Smith of Bastrop also sees signs of hope
amid the fire.

“We’ve really seen the church be the
church not just for the church family but
for all their neighbors.”

Clanton Chapel United Methodist Church in Dulac, La., top left,  had about four
inches of water in the entryway and bathroom areas of its Christian preschool.
Despite the stormy weather provided by Lee, shrimp harvests in Dulac, La. con-
tinue to be bountiful. Winds from the storm fan a wildfire near Bastrop, Texas. 

Lee, from page 1

Baton Rouge District begins annual
Habitat Build spanning fall of 2011

St. Paul UMC - Jeanerette



St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in
Monroe celebrated its 50th anniversary
July 9-10 with several events.

The church hosted a “fun fair” on
Saturday, featuring waterslides and games
for children of all ages. Boy Scout and Cub
Scout troops 1 and 8031 provided the
games. St. Mark’s youth group organized
and served hot dogs and drinks on the
grounds.

Saturday evening, a reception was held
in the church’s new welcome center.
Visitors enjoyed photos from each of the
five decades the church has been in min-
istry. A power point presentation in the
sanctuary featured photos of people and
activities over the past 50 years.

A worship service on Sunday featured
Rev. James O. Evans as guest speaker. Rev.
Evans was the second minister to serve at
St. Mark’s. A luncheon in the fellowship
hall, attended by 170, was held after the
service.

Honored guests included Rev. Lynn
Malone, newly appointed Monroe District
Superintendent, and his wife Vanessa;
recently retired District Superintendent
Rev. Bob Burgess and his wife Peggy; and
Revs. Evans, Gary VanHorn, and Lysbeth
Cockrell, former pastors of St. Mark’s.
Rev. Burgess was also a former pastor of
the church. Rev. Tony Ranero currently
serves as pastor for St. Mark’s.
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As a follow-up response to the confer-
ence wide “Day of Caring” in May, mem-
bers of First United Methodist Church in
Pineville took up the challenge of raising
funds for the “Backpacks for Children”
program of the local food bank.

Through the backpack initiative, 1,128
children in 21 schools in Central Louisiana
carry home a plain backpack full of kid-
friendly food every Friday. The children
return the empty backpack each Monday.
The recipients have been identified by
teachers and school staff, and the back-
packs are distributed in a confidential way
every week.

The items for the packs are ordered in
bulk through the food bank.

Ann Parvin, chair of the First UMC
“Food for the Hungry” taskforce, invited

Linda Hutson from the food bank to speak
to Sunday School classes at the church.
The task force set up display tables at each
entrance to the church and arranged for a
brief video about the program in all three
services.  She explained that the cost of
filling each backpack for the year is $135.
Envelopes with backpack stickers were dis-
tributed in each bulletin to collect funds for
the program. Revs. Ricky Willis and Mark
Martin followed up with reminders, and
the goal was posted in the weekly and
monthly newsletters.

Through funds raised, First UMC was
able to provide for 36 backpacks, more
than double the church’s original goal.
Other CENLA churches interested in par-
ticipating in this worthy cause can call the
food bank at (318) 445-2773.

To help congregations reach new disci-
ples, the Lewis Center for Church
Leadership of Wesley Theological
Seminary will host the Connect with Your
Neighbors Conference and release a com-
panion DVD/CD Resource. 
Conference

The Connect with Your Neighbors
Conference will be held Saturday, Nov. 5,
2011, from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on the cam-
pus of Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, DC. Building on the Center’s
continuing work in attracting new disciples,
the half-day conference for laity and clergy

will feature insightful presentations from
Dr. Lovett H. Weems, Jr., Director of the
Lewis Center for Church Leadership, and
Dr. Amy Oden, Dean of Wesley
Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Weems says, “To reach new disci-
ples, it used to be enough for our churches
simply to reach out to our neighbors. But
today we need to do more. Today we need
to connect with our neighbors through
understanding, engagement and service.”

The conference also features practical
workshops from knowledgeable Lewis
Center staff: Discovering Who Your

Neighbors Are, Ways to Understand Your
Neighbors Better, Using Social Media to
Reach New People, Your Website Is Your
Church’s Welcome Mat, and Needs-based
Community Outreach.

Early-bird conference registration dis-
counts are available through Oct. 10, 2011.
DVD/CD Resource

The Connect with Your Neighbors
DVD/CD Resource includes videos of the
conference presentations plus workshop
PowerPoint presentations, introductory
videos, outlines, key points and other
resources to help congregations reach new

disciples. The resource will be available in
early December 2011, and the Lewis
Center is offering a preorder discount
through Nov. 5, 2011. 

The Connect with Your Neighbors
Conference and DVD/CD Resource are
part of the Lewis Center’s Reach New
Disciples program.

Additional conference, registration, and
resource information is at available at
http://www.churchleadership.com/newdis-
ciples. 

St.Mark’s UMC - Monroe

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Monroe celebrated its 50th anniversary July
9-10 with several events. St. Mark’s youth group organized and served hot dogs and
drinks on the grounds during a ‘fun fair’, top.  A worship service on Sunday featured
Rev. James O. Evans as guest speaker, above. 

First UMC - Pineville

Lewis Center to hold conference, provide resources to reach new disciples
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More than 15 United Methodist Colleges 
from several states represented

Register online at www.bishopscollegeday.org
Free for all High School Students and Parents

TOPS Information Table

First United Methodist Church
Conference Center
930 North Boulevard  Baton Rouge 
Louisiana   70802  225.383.4777

Program will feature mini-lectures 
on the following topics:
      Course scheduling
           Standardized Testing
     Scholarships
     Application Essay Writing
    

               Plus a keynote presentation from 
       General Charles Krulak, President of 
 Birmingham Southern College
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Dean Mosley speaks at recent Gammon dinner

Leaves of Gold
slated Oct. 17-20

Missy Buchanan, special contributor to
the United Methodist Reporter, will be at
Mount Sequoyah Oct. 17-20 as the
keynote speaker for the Leaves of Gold
senior adult retreat. Buchanan will speak
about current issues relevant to aging.
Also, Sequoyah Guess, seventh generation
grandson to Chief Sequoyah, Native
American statesman, will offer his
renowned storytelling. Offered during the
event is an excursion to the Cherokee
Heritage Museum in Tahlequah,
Oklahoma. For costs and details, please
visit the website or call Karen Stauffacher
at (800) 760-8126 or email
registration@mountsequoyah.org The web-
site address is http://www.mountsequoy-
ah.org/Mount_Sequoyah/GROUP_EVENT
S.html

United Methodist
Men raise funds for
inspirational books
for military

The United Methodist Men’s group for
First United Methodist Church in Pineville
recently issued an appeal for funds to pur-
chase copies of Strength for Service to be
sent to members of our country’s military.

Strength for Service is the devotional
written specifically for those in service of
others. First published in 1942, the volume
went out of print in the 1950s as armed
forces personnel returned home. Fifty
years later, Boy Scout Evan Hunsberger
discovered his grandfather’s well worn
copy of the book and made an Eagle Scout
project out of seeing the volume repub-
lished. Today, the revised book has been
distributed to 450,000 service personnel of
many denominations

A total of $735 was donated during the
July 3 appeal at First UMC, Pineville. This
amount should enable the General Church
United Methodist Men to send several
hundred copies of the book to members of
our country’s armed forces serving over-
seas and statewide.

In addition, the church purchased 70
copies of the book which were donated to
the members of First UMC who are in
service to others, including local firefight-
ers, EMS responderss and police officers.
The books were presented during worship
services held on Sept. 11.

Dr. Albert D. Mosley, center,
served as guest speaker at
the Louisiana Conference
annual dinner for Gammon
Theological Seminary. The
event was held June 6 at St.
Paul United Methodist
Church., pastored by Rev.
Beverly Connelly. Dr. Mosley
began serving Gammon as
President/Dean in January of
this year. Pictured at the
event are Dr. Alonzo
Campbell, Dr. Mosley and
Rev. James Graham, presi-
dent of the Louisiana
Gammon Fellowship.



(225) 346-1535  (800) 256-9317

www.umf.org

Charitable Giving Through

Individual Retirement Accounts

If you are over age 70½, the Federal government 

permits you to rollover up to $100,000 from 

your IRA to your church without increasing your 

taxable income or paying any additional tax.  

These tax-free rollover gifts could be $1,000, 

$10,000 or any amount up to $100,000 this year. 
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Be tax-smart and help your church. Call us 

about giving through your IRA!
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LSU Wesley Foundation plays key role in campus-wide 9/11 event
The LSU Wesley Foundation played a key role in a campus Remembrance Walk and Candlelight Vigil held early Sunday
evening on ‘9/11.’  A group of nearly 100 students gathered in Baton Rouge at LSU’s campus ‘Free Speech Alley’ to hear
remarks from representatives of Student Government, the campus Muslim student group and The Wesley Foundation,
among others. Participants walked a path lined with luminaries to the campus Greek Ampitheatre. Six prayer stations set up
by The Wesley Foundation offered opportunities for students to pause and reflect along the path. Ellen Lecroix, a junior in
Psychology and Religion from Alexandria, spoke on behalf of The Wesley Foundation.

Teams needed for
tornado response
in Rayne, La.

Asbury United Methodist Church in
Bossier City recently sent seven of its
members to Rayne, La. to assist with dis-
aster recovery from devastating tornadoes
that hit the southeastern part of the country
earlier this year. Ronnie Lawrence, Angela
Pfanner, Emily Watkins, Molly McAdoo,
Carrie Bridges, Clayton Caraway and
Brian Johnston, served as team members.    

The group pulled into Rayne and were
greeted with open arms and welcoming
smiles from the local church leaders at
Centenary United Methodist Church.      

The next morning, the team went right
to work on putting a tin roof on a porch
and replacing some back steps on the
home of a family of four.  The girls of the
group quickly fell in love with the little girl
of the house and spent time playing and
laughing with her.  They worked on the
inside of the house patching a wall and
then painted the ceiling of another home
down the street.

Teams are still desperately needed to
finish the work in Rayne by Thanksgiving

Help is most needed from skilled

workers such as plumbers, electricians,

roofers and those who float sheetrock. If
you are interested in volunteering through
the Louisiana Conference Disaster
Ministry, please call (225) 346-5193 or
email laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net   or
register at www.laumcstormrelief.com    

Team leader Brian Johnston wrote,
“The family was very pleased with our
work and it was a blessing to see the
smiles on their faces and see them on their
porch admiring our hard work.  The work
was strenuous and it was very hot.  We
were tired and dirty at the end of the day.
We were sore in the mornings and weary
before starting our day, but those smiles
and the thanks as we gathered our materi-
als to leave made every drop of sweat well
worth the work we put into the home.” 

“Although we did help out families in
need, I think the team got the better deal
on the mission trip. . .  That is the gift God
gives those of us who reach out to others
in need.  Our gift is not tangible.   

So, was it worth sweating in the humid
Louisiana summer to gain a better under-
standing of where God is in our lives?
Where do I sign up for the next one?,” said
Johnston.

Save the Date!

Congress on

Evangelism 2012

January 3-6, 2012

Gaylord Opryland

Convention Center

Nashville, Tennessee

For information visit 

congressonevangelism.org 


